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PEEFAOE 


I HAVE endeavored to prepare the following narrative from 
authentic material, contemporaneous, or nearly contempora- 
neous, with the events described. 

The main source of information is the official reports of 
battles and operations. These reports, both National and 
Confederate, will appear in the series of volumes of Military 
Beports now in preparation under the supervision of Col- 
onel Scott, Chief of the War Becords Office in the War 
Department. Executive Document No. 66, printed by reso- 
lution of the Senate at the Second Session of the Thirty- 
seventh Congress, contains a number of separate reports of 
casualties, lists of killed, wounded, and missing, which do 
not appear in the volumes of Military Beports as now printed. 
Several battle reports are printed in volume TV., and in the 
‘‘Companion,” or Appendix volume of Moore’s Eebellion 
Becord, which are not contained in the volumes of Military 
Beports as now printed. The repoiis of the Twentieth Ohio 
and the Fifty-third Ohio, of the battle of Shiloh, have never 
been printed. Colonel Trabue’s report of his brigade in the 
battle of Shiloh has never been officially printed ; but it is 
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given in the history of the Kentucky Brigade from Colonel 
Trabue’s retained copy, found by his widow among his 
papers. 

The Reports of the Committee on the Conduct of the War 
contain original matter in addition to what appears in re- 
ports of battles and operations. 

The reports of the Adjutant-Generals of the different 
States, printed during the war, often supplement the official 
reports on file in Washington. 

Some regimental histories, printed soon after the close of 
the war, contain diaries and letters and narrate incidents 
which enable us in some cases to fix dates, the place of 
camps, and positions in battle, which could hardly otherwise 
be determined with precision. Newspaper correspondents, 
while narrating what they personally saw, give descriptions 
which impart animation to the sedate statements of official 
reports. 

Colonel William Preston Johnston’s life of his father, 
General A. S. Johnston, can be used in some respects as au- 
th^rity. He served first in the Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia, and was, most of the war, on the staff of Jefferson 
Davis. He thus, after his father’s death, became possessed 
of a valuable collection of j^uthontic official papers. When 
he was preparing the biography, all papers of value in 
private hands in the South were open to his use. 

Letters and memoranda preserved by Colonel Charles 
Whittlesey, and some of my own, have been of service. 

I am under obligation to Colonel Scott for permission to 
freely read and copy, in his office, the reports compiled under 
his direction. To Ex-President Hayes for the loan of a set 



PREFACE. 


Tii 


of tlie series of Military Reports, both National and Confed- 
erate, so far as printed, though not yet issued. To the His- 
torical and Philosophical Society of Ohio for the unre- 
stricted use of its library. To Colonel Charles Whittlesey of 
Cleveland, and Major E. C. Dawes, of Cincinnati, for the use 
of original manuscripts as well as printed reports. 


M. r. EORCE. 
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FKOM FORT HENRY TO CORINTH. 


CHAPIEE 1 

PRELIMINARY. 

Missouki did not join the Southern States in their seces- 
sion from the Union. A convention called to consider the 
question passed resolutions opposed to the movement. But 
the legislature convened by Governor Jackson gave him dic- 
tatorial power, authorized him especially to organize the mili- 
tary power of the State, and put into his hands three mil- 
lions of dollars, diverted from the funds to which they had 
been appropriated, to complete the armament. The gov- 
ernor divided the State into nine military districts, ap- 
pointed a brigadier-general to each, and appointed Sterling 
Price major-general. 

The convention reassembled in July, 1861, and, by action 
subject to disapproval or affirmance of the popular vote, de- 
posed the governor, lieutenant-governor, secretaiy of state, 
and legislature, and appointed a new executive. This action 
was approved by a vote of the people. Jackson, assuming 
to be an ambulatory government as he chased about with 
forces alternately advancing and fleeing, undertook, by his 
separate act, to detach Missouri from the Union and annex 
it to the Confederacy. 

IL-1 
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This clash of action stimulated and intensified a real divi- 
sion of feeling, which existed in every county. A sputtering 
warfare broke out all over the State. Armed predatory 
parties, rebel and national, calling themselves squadrons, 
battalions, regiments, springing up as if from the ground, 
whirled into conflict and vanished. When a band of men 
without uniform, wearing their ordinary dress and carrying 
their own arms, dispersed over the country, the separate 
members could not be distinguished from other farmers or 
villagers ; and a train, being merely a collection of country 
wagons, if scattered among the stables and barn-yards of the 
adjoining territory, wholly disappeared. But all through 
this eruptive discord flowed a continuous stream of more 
regular contests, which constitute the connected beginning 
of the military operations of the Mississippi Valley. 

Under countenance of Governor Jackson’s proclamation, 
General D. M. Frost organized a force and established Camp 
Jackson, near St, Louis, the site being now covered by a 
well-built portion of the city. Jackson had refused to call 
out troops in response to President Lincoln’s requisition, 
but Frank P. Blair had promptly raised one regiment and 
stimulated the formation of four others in St. Louis. On 
May 10, 1861, Captain Nathaniel Lyon, of the regular army, 
who commanded at the arsenal at St. Louis, and had there a 
garrison of several hundred regulars, marched with Colonel 
Blair and the volunteers and a battery to Camp Jackson, 
surrounded it, and demanded a surrender. Eesistance was 
useless. General Frost surrendered his men and stores, in- 
cluding twenty cannon. St. Louis, and with it Missouri, 
was thus preserved. Lyon was made brigadier-general of 
volunteers. 

Jackson and Price left Jefferson City — Jackson stopping, 
on June 18th, at Booneville, one rendezvous for his forces, 
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while Price continued up the river to Lexington, another 
rendezvous. General Lyon, leaving St. Louis on June 13th 
with an expeditionary force on boats, reached Booneville al- 
most as soon as Jackson. The unorganized and partially 
armed gathering of several thousand men made an impotent 
attempt at resistance when Lyon landed, but was quickly 
routed. Jackson fled, with his mounted men and such of 
the infantry as he could hold together, to the southwest part 
of the State, gathering accretions of men as he marched. 
Lyon set out in pursuit, and Price, abandoning Lexington, 
hastened with the force assembled there to join Jackson. 
Colonel Franz Sigel had j)roceeded from St. Louis to Holla 
by rail, and marched thence in pursuit of Jackson to strike 
him before he could be reinforced. Sigel, with 1,500 men, 
encountered Jackson with more than double that number, 
on July 5th, near Carthage, in Jasper County. Sigel’s supe- 
riority in artillery gave him an advantage in a desultory 
combat of some hours. Jackson, greatly outnumbering him 
in cavalry, proceeded to envelop his rear, and Sigel was 
forced to withdraw. Sigel retreated in perfect order, and 
managed his artillery so well that the pursuing cavalry were 
kept at a distance, while he marched with his train through 
Carthage, and fifteen miles beyond, before halting. That 
night and next morning Jackson was heavily reinforced by 
Price, who brought from the south several thousand Arkan- 
sas and Texas troops, under General Ben. McCulloch and 
General Pearce. Sigel continued his retreat to Springfield, 
where he was joined by General Lyon on July 10th. 

Price and McCulloch being continually reinforced, largely 
with cavalry, overran Southwestern Missouri. Lyon waited 
in vain for reinforcements, and, having but little cavalry, 
kept closely to the vicinity of Springfield. Learning that 
the enemy were marching upon him in two strong columns, 
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one from the south and one from the west, he moved out 
from Springfield with all his force on August 1st, and early 
next morning encountered at Dug Springs a portion of the 
column advancing from the south under McCulloch. This 
detachment was shattered and dispersed, and McCulloch re- 
coiled and moved to the west, to join Price commanding the 
other column. Price advanced slowly with the combined 
force and went into camp on Wilson Creek, ten miles south 
of Springfield, on August 7th. 

Lyon’s entire force was, upon the rolls, '5,868. This 
number included sick, wounded, and detached on special 
duty. General Price turned over his Missouri troops and 
relinquished command to McCulloch. According to Price’s 
official report, his Missourians engaged in the battle of the 
lOtli were 5,221. According to the official report of McCul- 
loch, his entire effective force was 5,800 infantry, 15 pieces 
of artillery, 6,000 horsemen armed with flintlock muskets, 
rifles, and shotguns, and a number of unarmed horsemen. 

General Lyon, not having sufficient force to retreat across 
the open country to supports, resolved to strike a sharp blow 
that would cripple his opponent, and thus secure an unmo- 
lested retreat. He marched out from Si^ringfield at five 
o’clock P.M., on August 9th, leaving 250 men and one gun as 
a guard. Colonel Sigel, with 1,200 men and a battery of six 
pieces, moved to the left, to get into the rear of McCulloch’s 
right flank ; Lyon, with 3,700 men, including two batteries, 
Totten’s with six guns, and Dubois with four, and also includ- 
ing two battalions of regular infantry, inclined to the right 
so as to come upon the centre of the enemy’s front. The 
columns came in sight of McCulloch’s camp-fires after mid- 
night, and rested in place till day. At six o’clock on the 
morning of the 10th, attack was made almost simultaneously 
by the two columns at the points designated. Sigel advanced 
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to the attack with great gallantry, but soon suffered a dis* 
astrous repulse; five of his six guns were taken and his 
command scattered. 

McCulloch’s entire force, with artillery increased by the 
five pieces taken from Sigel, turned upon Lyon’s little com- 
mand. Lyon’s men were well posted and fought with extra- 
ordinary steadiness. Infantry and artillery face to face fired 
at each other, with occasional intermissions, nearly six hours. 
General Lyon, after being twice wounded, was killed. The 
opposing lines at times came almost in contact, Each side 
at times recoiled. When the confiict reached the hottest, 
and McCulloch pushed his men, about eleven o’clock, up 
almost to the muzzles of the national line. Captain Granger 
rushed to the rear, brought up the supports of Dubois’ bat- 
tery, eight com];)anies in all, being portions of the First Kan- 
sas, First Missouri, and the First Iowa, fell suddenly upon 
McCulloch’s right fiank, and opened a fire that shot away a por- 
tion of McCulloch’s line. This cross-fire cleared that portion 
of the field ; McCulloch’s whole line gave way and retired out 
of view. It was now for the first time safe for Major Sturgis, 
who had assumed command on the death of Lyon, to retreat. 
Sturgis withdrew in order and fell back to Springfield unmo- 
lested. The entire national loss, according to the official re- 
port, w^as 223 killed, 721 wounded, and 292 missing. The 
missing were nearly all from Sigcl’s column. Two regiments 
in General Lyon’s column, the First Missouri and the First 
Kansas, lost together 153 killed and 395 wounded. General 
Price reported the loss of his Missouri troops, 156 killed, 517 
wounded, and 30 missing. General McCulloch reported his 
entire loss as 265 killed, 800 wounded, and 30 missing. The 
death of General Lyon was a severe loss. He wvas zealous in 
the national cause and enterprising in maintaining it ; he 
was ready to assume responsibility, and prompt in taking 
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initiative ; sagacious in comprehending his antagonist, quick 
in decision, fertile in resource, and was as cool as he was 
bold. On the night of the 10th, the army stores in Spring- 
field were put into the wagons, and next morning the nation- 
al force set out for Rolla, the end of the railroad, where it 
arrived in good order on the 15th. Meanwhile, Price and 
McCulloch, having some disagreement, withdrew to the Ar- 
kansas border. 

General John C, Fremont was, July 9, 1861, assigned to the 
command of the Western District, comprising the States of 
Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, and Kansas, and territories 
west, and arrived in St. Louis from the East on July 25th. 
Before arriving he appointed Brigadier-General John Pope 
to command the district of Northern Missouri, being that 
part of Missouri north of the Missouii River. Pope arrived 
at St. Charles, Mo., with three infantry regiments and part 
of one cavalry regiment of Illinois volunteers, on July 17th, 
and assumed command. On July 21st, General Pope pub- 
lished an order making all property within five miles of a 
railway responsible for malicious injury done to such rail- 
way. On July 31st he published another order, making the 
property of each county responsible for damage done by, and 
the cost of suppressing, predatory outbreaks in such county. 
For a month the effect of these orders was to allay disturb- 
ance in the district, and secure the administration of affairs 
by the ordinary machinery of civil government ; but in about 
a month the orders were set aside, and in their place martial 
law was declared throughout the State. 

General Fremont learned of the battle of Wilson Creek on 
August 13th, and resolved at once to fortify St. Louis as his 
permanent base, and also fortify and garrison Jefferson City, 
Rolla, Cape Girardeau, and Ironton. Price marched leisurely 
up through the western border of the State. Unorganized 
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bands springing up in the country attacked Booneville and 
Lexington, but were easily repulsed by the little detach- 
ments guarding those places. Colonel Mulligan was sent to 
Lexington with additional troops, making the entire force 
there 2,800 men and eight field-pieces, and with orders to 
remain until relieved or reinforced. 

On September 11th, Price arrived before Lexington. 
There is no authentic report of his strength ; indeed, a large 
part of his following was an unorganized assemblage. He 
must have numbered 14,000 men at the beginning of the 
siege ; and reinforcements daily arriving swelled tlie number 
to, at all events, more than 20,000. Colonel Mulligan took 
position on a rising ground close to the river, east of the city, 
fonning a plateau with a surface of about fifteen acres, and 
fortified. 

Judging by the despatches of General Fremont, he seems 
to have felt no apprehension as to the fate of Mulligan, and 
made no serious effort to relieve him. The force at Jefferson 
City remained there. The troops at St. Louis were not moved. 
General Pope, who, under orders from General Fremont, 
had advanced from Hannibal to St. Joseph along the line of 
the railroad, driving off* depredators, repairing the road, and 
stationing permanent guards, heard on September 16th, at 
Palmyra on his return, something of the condition of affairs 
at Lexington. He had sent his troops then in the western 
part of the State toward the Missouri River in pursuit of a 
depredating body of the enemy. He immediately despatched 
an order to these troops to hasten to Lexington upon com- 
pleting their present business. They were not able, how- 
ever, to arrive in time. 

Price, having organized his command into five divisions, 
each commanded by a general officer, did not push his siege 
vigorously till the 18th. On that day, a force proceeding 
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through the city of Lexington and under cover of the river- 
bank, seized the ferry-boats, cut Mulligan off from his wa- 
ter-supply, and carried a mansion close to Mulligan’s works 
and overlooking them. A sortie and a desperate struggle 
regained possession of the house. Another assault and 
another desperate struggle finally dispossessed the garrison 
of the house. Price closed in upon the beleaguered works 
and firing became continuous and uninterrupted. On the 
20th, Price, having a footing on the plateau, carried up 
numbers of bales of hemp and used them as a movable 
entrenchment. By rolling these forward, ho pushed his 
line close to Mulligan’s works. The besieged were already 
suffering from want of water, and surrender could be no 
longer postponed. 

Fremont, hearing of the surrender on September 22d, be- 
gan to bestir himself to look after Price. He left St. Louis 
for Jefferson City on the 27th, and sent thither the regi- 
ments that had been kept at St. Louis. Price on the same 
day moved out of Lexington and marched deliberately to 
the southwest comer of the State. On September 24th, 
Fremont published an order constracting an army for the 
field of five divisions, entitled right wing, centre, left wing, 
advance, and reserve — under the command, respectively, of 
Generals Pope, McKinstry, Hunter, Sigel, and Ashboth; 
headquarters being respectively at Booneville, Syracuse, Ver- 
sailles, Georgetown, and Tipton. The regiments and bat- 
teries assigned to the respective divisions were scattered all 
over the State, many of them without wagons, mules, over- 
coats, cartridge-boxes, or rations. Orders were issued to 
advance and concentrate at Springfield. Sigel arrived there 
on the evening of October 27th, and Ashboth on the 30th. 
Fremont was convinced that Price was on Wilson’s Creek, 
ten or twelve miles from Springfield. Despatches were sent 
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urging McKinstry, Hunter, and Pope to hasten. Pope, hav- 
ing marched seventy miles in two days, arrived on Novem- 
ber 1st, and McKinstry arrived close behind him. 

On November 2d an order came from Washington reliev- 
ing Fremont from command of the department, and appoint- 
ing Hunter to the command. Hunter having not yet come 
upf Fremont held a council of war, exhibited his plan of 
battle at Wilson Creek, and ordered advance and attack to 
be made next morning. General Hunter arrived in the 
night and assumed command. He sent a reconnoissance 
next day to Wilson Creek, and learned that no enemy was 
there or had been there. It was soon ascertained that Price 
was at Cassville, more than sixty miles ofi'. The army being 
without rations and imperfectly supplied with transi:)orta- 
tion. General Hunter, acting upon his own judgment and 
also in accordance with the wish of President Lincoln ex- 
pressed in a letter to him, refrained from any attempt to 
overtake Price, and withdrew his army back to the railroads. 

On November 9th, General Halleck was appointed com- 
mander of the new Department of the Missouri, including 
that portion of Kentucky west of the Cumberland River. 
One-half of the force which Fremont had assembled at 
Springfield was stationed along the railway from Jefferson 
City to Sedalia, its western terminus, and General Pope was 
put in command of this force, as well as a district designated 
Central Missouri, General Price advanced into Missouri as 
far as Osceola, on the southern bank of the Osage River, 
from which point he sent parties in various directions, and 
whore he received detachments of recruits. On December 
15th, Pope moved out from Sedalia directly to the south, 
as if he w^ere pushing for Warsaw, and at the same time sent 
a cavalry force to the southwest, to mask his movement from 
Price’s command at and near Osceola. Next day a forced 
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marcli took him west to a position south of Warrensburg, 
and between the two roads leading from Warrensburg to 
Osceola. The same night he captured the pickets, and 
thereby leanied the precise locality of a body of 3,200 men, 
moving from Lexington south to join Price. A flying col- 
umn under Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, sent out the same 
night, came upon the camp, drove out the command, kept 
up the pursuit all night, and all the next day and night, 
jmshing the fugitives away from Price and utterly dispers- 
ing them over the countr}% and rejoined Pope on the 18th 
with 150 prisoners, and sixteen w^agons loaded with supplies 
cai)tured. At the same time Major Hubbard with his de- 
tachment pushed south to the lines of one of Price’s divi- 
sions, encamped opposite Osceola, on the north shore of the 
Osage, and captured pickets and one entire company of cav- 
alry, with its tents and wagons. On the 18th, Poi)e moved 
to the north, to intercept another body moving south to join 
Price, and which he learned from his scouts would camp 
that night at the mouth of Clear Creek, just beyond War- 
rensburg. His dispositions were so made and earned out 
that the entire body was surrounded and captured, compris- 
ing parts of two regiments of infantry and three companies 
of cavalry — numbering 1,300 officers and men, with complete 
train and full supplies. Pope’s troops reoccupied their 
camps at Sedalia and Otterville just one week after they 
marched out of them. Price broke up his camp at Osceola 
in haste, and fell rapidly back to Springfield. 

General Samuel R. Curtis arrived at Holla on December 
27th, to take command of a force concentrating there and 
called the Army of the Southwest. One division, under the 
command of Colonel Jefterson C. Davis, detached from Gen- 
eral Pope’s district, added to three other divisions com- 
manded respectively by General Sigel, General Ashboth, and 
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Colonel E. A. Carr, made together 12,095 men and fifty pieces 
of artillery, including four mountain howitzers. Marching 
out from Rolla on January 23, 1862, with three divisions, he 
halted a week at Lebanon, where he was joined by Colonel 
Davis, completing organization and preparation. After some 
skirmishing with Price’s outposts, Curtis entered Springfield 
at daylight, February 15th, to find that Price had abandoned 
it in the night. Curtis followed with forced marches, his 
advance skirmishing every day with Price’s rear-guard. In 
Arkansas, Price was joined by McCulloch and they retired to 
Boston Mountains. Curtis advanced as far as Fayetteville and 
then fell back to await attack on ground of his own choice. 

The position selected was where the main road, ninning 
north from Fayetteville into Missouri, crosses Sugar Creek, 
and goes over a ridge or rough plateau called Pea Ridge, 
and was near the Missouri line. For easier subsistence the 
divisions were camped separately and some miles apart. 
Davis’ division was at Sugar Creek, preparing the position 
for defence. Sigel, with his own and Ashboth’s divisions, was 
at Cooper’s farm, about fourteen miles west ; and Carr’s di- 
vision, with which General Curtis had his headquarters, was 
twelve miles south on the main Fayetteville road, at a place 
called Cross Hollows. Strong detachments were sent in 
various directions, forty miles out, to gather in forage and 
subsistence. The strength of the command was somewhat 
diminished by the necessity of protecting the long line of 
communication with the base of supplies by patrols as well 
as stationary guards, and the aggregate present in Arkansas 
was 10,500 infantry and cavalry, and forty-nine pieces of ar- 
tillery. 

To settle the continued dissension between Price and Mc- 
Culloch, General A. S. Johnston, the Confederate commander 
in the West, appointed General Earl Van Dom to conunand 
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west of the Mississippi. Van Dorn assumed command Jan- 
uary 29, 18G2, in northeastern Arkansas, and hastened on 
February 22d to join McCulloch at Fayetteville, to which 
place Price was then retreating before Curtis. Van Dorn 
says that he led 14,000 men into action. All other accounts 
put his force at from thirty to forty thousand. Perhaps he 
enumerated only the seasoned regiments, and took no ac- 
count of unorganized bands, or of the several thousand In- 
dians under Albert Pike. 

At two o’clock P.M., March 5th, General Curtis received 
intelligence that Van Dom had begun his march. Orders 
were immediately sent to the divisions and detachments to 
concentrate on Davis’ division. Carr moved at 6 p.m., and 
arrived at 2 a.m. Sigel deferred moving till two o’clock a.m., 
and at Bentonville halted, himself with a regiment of infaritiy, 
the Twelfth Missouri, Elbert’s light batteiy, and five com- 
panies of cavaliy, till ten o’clock, two hours after the rear of 
his train had passed through the place. By this time Van 
Dorn’s advance guard had arrived, and before Sigel could 
form had passed around to his front, at the same time en- 
veloping his flanks. By the skilful disposition of his detach- 
ment, and the admirable conduct of the men, 8igel was able 
to resume and continue his march, an unbroken skirmish, 
rising at times into engagement, from half-past ten o’clock 
till half -past three, when he was joined by reinforcements 
which General Curtis had hurried back to him. The line 
was formed, facing to the south, on the crest of the blufTs 
overlooking the Valley of Sugar Creek, Sigel being on the 
right, next to him Ashboth, then Davis, and Carr being the 
left. The position was entrenched, and the approaches were 
obstructed by felled timber. One foraging party of 250 men 
and one gun did not return till after the battle, so that Curtia* 
force engaged was just 10,250 men and forty-eight guns. 
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Van Dom did not assault that evening. By dawn next day 
it was ascertained that he had made a great detour by the 
west, and waf coming up on the right and rear. Curtis faced 
his line to the rear and wheeled to the left, so that his new 
line faced nearly west ; the original right flank, now the left, 
was scarcely moved, and Carr’s division had become the 
right. Colonel Osterhaiis, with three regiments of infantry 
and two batteries, was despatched from Sigel’s division to 
aid a regiment of cavalry and a flying battery that had been 
quickly sent to retard the enemy’s centre and give Carr’s 
division time to deploy. Osterhaus met the cavalry return- 
ing, and threw his detachment against the advancing line. 
The picket posted at Elkhorn tavern, where Carr was to de- 
ploy, was attacked and driven back, and Carr’s division had 
to go into line under fire. Osterhaus found himself opposed 
to the corps of M(;Culloch and Mclntosli, and was about be- 
ing overwhelmed when Davis’ division moved to his su])- 
port. Pea Ridge is in places covered with timber and bmsh, 
in places intersected by deep ravines, and a portion of it was 
a tangle of fallen timber, marking the path of a hurricane. 
Man 0311 viing was not easy, and detours were required in re- 
inforcing one part of the line from another. The contest on 
the field, where Davis and Osterhaus were opposed to McCul- 
loch and McIntosh, was fierce and determined until McCul- 
loch and McIntosh were killed. Their numerous, but partially 
disciplined follo'wers lost heart and direction, and before 
the close of day gave w^ay before the persistent and orderly 
attack, and finally broke and left the field. 

Carr’s division was opposed to Price’s corps, and Van Dorn 
gave his personal attention to that part of the field. Gal- 
lantry and determination could not prevail against gallantry 
and determination backed by superior numbers. Bit by bit, 
first on one flank, then the other, he receded. Curtis sent 
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his body-guard, then the camp-guard to reinforce him, and 
then a small reserve that had been guarding the road to the 
rear. Carr had sent word he could not hoid out much 
longer. Curtis sent word to pei*severe, and went in person 
to the left, where Sigel with his two divisions had not yet 
been under fire, and Imrried Ashbotli over to CaiT’s relief. 
Carr had been gradually pushed back nearly a mile ; Van 
Dorn had been concentrating upon him, resolved to crush 
him. Curtis, returning with Ashbotli, met the Fourth Iowa 
marching to the rear, in good order. Colonel Dodge ex- 
plained that ammunition was exhausted, and he was going 
for cartridges. “ Then use your bayonets,” was the re|)ly, 
and the regiment faced again to the enemy and steadily ad- 
vanced. It was about five o’clock p.m. when Ashbotli reached 
Carr’s line and immediately opened fire. The combat con- 
tinued till dark set in. 

As it was evident that Van Dorn was throwing his whole 
force upon the position held by Carr, General Curtis took 
advantage of the cessation during the night to re-form his 
line. Davis and Osterhaus were brought to join Carr’s left, 
and Sigel was ordered to form on the left of Osterhaus. 
When the sun rose, Sigel was not yet in position, but Davis 
and Carr began attack without waiting. General Curtis, 
riding to the front of Carr’s right, found in advance a rising 
ground which gave a commanding position for a battery, 
posted the Dubuque batteiy there, and moved forward the 
right to its support. Sigel, coming up with the divisions of 
Osterhaus and Ashbotli on Davis’ left, first sent a battery 
forward, which by its rapid fire reiielled the enemy in its 
front, and then with its deployed supports wheeled half to 
the right. Another battery pushed forward repeated the 
manoeuvre with its supporting infantry. The column thus 
deployed on the right into line, bending back the enemy’s 
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right wing in the execution of the movement — each step in 
the deployment gaining space for the next succeeding step. 
The line as now formed, from the Dubuque battery on the 
right to Sigel’s left, formed a curve enclosing Van Dorn’s 
army. Under this concentric lire Van Dora’s entire force 
l»efore noon was swei>t from the field to find refuge in the 
deep and tortuous ravnnes in his rear. Pursuit was fraitless. 
McCulloch’s (jommand, scattering in all directions, was irae- 
trievably disj)ers(Hl, Van Dorn, with Price’s corps and other 
troops, found outk't by a ravine leading to the south, iinob- 
Berv(Hl l)y the national troo})s, w ent into camp t(m ndles off on 
the ])rairic, and simt in a flag of tmee to bury his dead. The 
national loss was 2()M killed, 1)72 w’ounded, and 170 missing. 
Van Dorn roj)orted his loss as 0(K) killed and wounded and 
2(X) ])risoners, but tin* disjx'rsion of a large portion of his 
comn\aml prevtmted full r(‘ports. 

Van Dorn was now' ordt'nsl to r(‘port at Clorinth, wluTe 
A. S. Johnston w'as assiunbling his army. Most of tlie 
national forcos remaining in Missouri w'cre sent to General 
Omnt, to aid in his expeditions against Fort Hour}’ and Fort 
Donelson. Gem'ral Curtis made a jn’omeuade ac’ross Arkan- 
sas, halting at times, and came out on the Mississippi in 
July, 1802. 

While I’rice ke})t Bouthw’cst Missouri in a state of alarm, 
Jefferson Thompson, a))pointed by Governor Jackson briga- 
dier-genenil and commander of district, marauded over 
Boutheastera Missouri, sometimes raiding far enough to the 
north to strike and damage railways. On Octol>er 14, 1801, 
l)y a mpid march he passed by Pilot Knol), w hich Colomd 
Carlin held wuth 1,5(K) men, stmek tlie Iron Mountain Kail- 
road at its crossing of Big Kiver, destroyed the bridge — the 
largest bridge on the road — and immediately fell back to 
Frederick to wm. The new^s reaching Bt. Louis on the 15th, 
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tlie Eighth 'Wisconsin infantry and Schofield’s battery were 
despatched thence to rc'inforce ColoneJ Carlin ; and General 
Grant, commanding at Girardean, sent (7olonel IMum- 
mer, of the Eleventh Miasotiri, with liis own regiment, the 
Seventeenth and Twentieth Illinois, a section of artillery 
and two companies of cavalrj', in all 1,500 men, to join in an 
attack upon Thompson. Meanwhile a party of cavalry wus 
sent out from Pilot Knol) to Frederic'ktown, to occu})y 
Thompson by demonstrations and hold him there. 

Colonel Plummer raarchi'd out from (’ape (lirardean on 
the morning of the IHth, and sent a messenger to Colomd 
Carlin advising him of his movement ; the messenger h‘11 
into Thompson’s hands. Thompson sent his train to the 
soutli, and, moving a few miles ladovr Frederit'ktown with 
his force numbering 4,000 men, took a strong ]>osition and 
aw'aited attack. C’arlin with 3,(M)0 men effected a junction 
with Plummer and his 1,500, the combined force l)eing 
under command of (’olonel I*lummer. Thompson was at- 
tacked os soon as discovered. After a sharp liglit of two 
houi*s Thompson gave way, was driven from his ]>oHition, re- 
treated, and fell into rout. He w'as pursiWMl s(‘V(‘ral miles 
that day, and the pursuing forces returned to Fred(‘riekto\vn 
for the night. Next day (colonel Phimmer folh>W(^d in 'pur- 
suit tw'enty-two miles without furtluT result, returned to 
Fredericktown the 23d, and on the 24th began his marcli 
l)ack tn Cape Girardeau. 

Colonel Plummer’s loss w'as 0 killed and 00 wounded. 
He took 80 prisoners, of them wounded ; captured one 
iron twelve-pounder gun, a number of small arms and 
horses, and buried 158 of Thompson’s (h*ad before leaving 
Fredericktown. Thompson’s following was dfunoralized ]>y 
this defeat, and Boutlieast Missouri after it enjoyed com- 
parative quiet. 
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The State of Kentucky at first undertook to hold the posi- 
tion of armed nentralitv in the civil war. On September 4, 
1861, Gen. Leonidas Polk, moving up from Tennessee with a 
considerable force into Western Kentucky, seized Hickman 
and Columbus on the Mississippi, and threatened Paducah 
on the Ohio. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, appointed brigadier- 
general of volunteers on August 7, 1861, to date from May 
17t h, assumed command on SeptemV)er 1st, by order of Gen- 
eral Fremont, of the District of Southeast Missouri. This 
district included not only the southeastern part of Missouri, 
but also Southern Illinois, and so much of Western Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee as might fall into })OS8ession of the 
iiiitional forces. General Grant arrived at Cairo on Septem- 
ber 2d, established his h(n\d(|uarters there on the 4th, and 
mvxt day lu'ard of tlu; action of Genenil Polk. Ho immedi- 
nt(dy notili(‘d Gemu-al Frionont, and also the Legislature of 
Kentucky, th(‘n in s<;ssion at Fraidvfort, of the fact. Getting 
furtlier information in the <lay, lu^ telegraphed to General 
Fremont he woulii go to I*aducah unless orders to the con- 
trary should bt* received. He started in tlie night with two 
ri'giments and a liattery, and arrived at Paducah at half-past 
six iK'xt morning. Gemu-al L. Tilghman being in the city 
with his statrand a singlerf*ompuny of recruits, hurried away 
l)y rail, and Grant occupied the city without op|)osition. The 
LegisJature passed a resolution ‘Hhat Kentucky expects the 
C'onfederato or Teiint'sseo troops to be withdrawn from her 
soil unconditionally.” Polk remained, and Kentucky as a 
State was ranged in support of the government. 

Goneml Grant, leaving a sullicient garrison, returned at 
noon to Cairo to find there permission from Fremont to take 
l*a(hu*ah if he felt strong enough, and also a rejuimand for 
conuiiuniciitiiig directly with a legislature. General C. F. 
Smith was j)iit in command of Paducah next day by Fi*e- 



PRELIMINARY. 


19 


mont, witli orders to report directly to Fremont. A few 
weeks later, Smith occupied and p^arrisoned Siuithlaiul at 
the mouth of the Cumberland. Grant suggestcvl the feasi- 
bility of capturing Columbus, and on 8epteml)er 10th tusked 
X>erniis8ion to make the attempt. No notice was taken of 
tlie request. His command was, however, continually rein- 
forced by mnv r<‘giinents, and he found occupation in organ- 
izing and disciplining them. General I'olk jiieanwliile was 
busy fortifying Columbus, where tlu', rivtu’-bank rises to a 
high Idutr, until tln^ l>luirwas faced and crruvned with mas- 
sive earthworks, arnn'd with one hundred and forty-two 
l)i(^ceH of artillery, mostly thirty-two and sixty-four pi)uuders. 
At the same time Ikmivv d<'fensive works commanding tlio 
river w’cre ercctcsl Ixdow at Islaml No. 'I'en and Nhuv Madrid, 
and still farther l)elow, hut above Mejiiphis, at Fort Pillow. 

On November 1st , General Pnonont being on liis (‘xjKslition 
to Springtield, his adjutant in charge of headipiarlers at 8t. 
Louis direct(‘d General Grant to make (hmioustrations on 
both sides of tlie ^Mississippi at Norfolk, (dnirh^ston, and 
Blandville, pi)intH a few miles north of ( /olnmhns and Ihvl- 
mont. Next day he advisml Grant that JeH’. Tiiom])son was 
at Indian Ford of the 8t. Fram/ois Liver, twenty-live mih^s 
ladow' Greenvijh', witli about tiiree^tliousaml num, and that 
Colonel Carlin had started from Pilot Knob in pursuit, and 
directing Grant to send a fore** to assist (’ailin in driving 
Thompson into Arkansas. On the night of tlu? dd, Grant 
despatched Colonel Ogles) >y wdth men from Commerco 
to carry out this order. On the 5th, Giant was further ad- 
vised by telegraph that General Polk, who commanded at 
Columbus, w'as semliug reinforcements to Price, and that it 
was of vital importance that this movcmient should be ar- 
rested. General Grant at once sent an additional regiment 
to Oglesby, with directions to him to turn his course to the 
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river in the direction of New Madrid ; requested General C. 
F. Smith to make a demonstration from Paducah toward 
Columbus ; and also sent parties from Bird’s Point and Fort 
Holt to move down both sides of the river, so as to attract 
attention from Columbus. 

On the evening of the bth, General Grant started down the 
river on trans}>orts with five regiments of infantry, the Twen- 
ty-s(H*ond, Twenty-sev<uith, Tliirtieth, and Thirty>first Illi- 
nois, and tlie Scn'ontli Iowa, Taylor’s Chicago l)atterj% and 
two compauicis of cavaliy. The Twenty-seventh, Thirtieth, 
and Thirty-lirst Illinois were made into a Ijrigade com- 
manded l)y General John A. McCleriiand : the Twenty-second 
Illinois and the Seventh Iowa into a bi igadc under Colonel H. 
Dougherty, of the ’rwiuity-second Illinois. The entire force 
numbered 3,114 imm. < bmeral Grant, in his ri'port, states the 
number at ‘2,850. As five comj)ani(‘s were kept at the land- 
ing when the forces dis(‘mbark(‘d, the numlier givim by Gen- 
eral Grant represents the nuiulM'r tak<‘ii into action. Two 
gunl)oats, un<h‘r the command of ( /aptaiii Walke of t lie navy, 
conv'oyi^l the cvjH'dition. A feint was made of landing 
nine miles below (’airo, on the' Kentuekv sidi', and the ojc- 
jiedition lay tliere till daybreak. Baihsiu says that General 
Gmnt received intelligence', at two o’clock in the morning 
of thci 7th, that General Polk was crossing troops from Co- 
lumluis to Belmont, with a view of cutting off Oglc'sby, and 
that he thereupon determined to convert what had been 
intended as a mere demonstration against Belmont into a 
real attack. 

Belmont was the lofty name of a settlement of three 
houses squatted upon the low river-flat ojipositc' Columbus, 
and under easy range of its guns. A regiment and a V)attery 
were encamped in a clearovl fledd of sevcui huiulrc'd ac-res on 
the river-bank, and the camp was surrounded on its land- 
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ward side by an abattis of felled timber. At six o’clock in 
the morning the fleet moved do\ni, and the troops debarked 
at half-past eight on the Missouri shore, three miles above Co- 
lumbus, and protected from "view by an inh?r\'ening wooded 
point. About the same time General Polk sent Geneml I*il- 
low across the river to Belmont with four regiments, making 
the force there five regiments and a l>atter}'. Pillow estimated 
the number of men at about twenty-five hundred. 

Genenvl Grant maiH'hed his command througli tlie timl)er 
and some cleared fields, and formed in two lines facing tlio 
river- McClernand in front, l>(>ugherty in r«*ar. A dc'pres- 
sion ]>anill<‘l to the riv<‘r, making a conne<‘ted series of ponds 
or sloughs, had to be cn>ssed in the advances in line. These 
de])ressions were for tin' most jnirt dry, but the Twenty-sev- 
enth Illinois, the right of tin* front line, in ])aHsing around 
a iJortion that was yet filhsl with wat«‘r, made such distance 
to the right that Colorn*! Dougherty’s l)i’igade moved forward, 
tilhsl the int(*rval, and the attack was intnlo in a single liiu\ 

The opposing skirmishers eiicounteretl in the timber. 
Pillow’s line of battle was in the open, fa(*ing the timber. 
The engagennmt was in tin* simj)lest form : two forces e(|ual 
in number eiu'-ountered in paralh*! lines. Most of the nnui 
on both sides W(?re for the first tinn> nnd(!r fire, and had yet 
liad but scanty oj)portunitv to become inured to or ac- 
{piainted with militaiy discipliin*. Tin* engagement \vm 
hotly contested — tin* oj)poHing lines, vliile for sonn^ time 
alt<*rnately advaiu'ing and reei'ding, w«*re Ht(*ady and un- 
broken. At length I’illow gavt* way. When his line was 
once really V)roken it eonld not rally in the face of [mrsuit. 
The national line }>ressing on, |>nshed Ihllow back tlirough 
the caini) and over the npj>er or secondary bank to the first 
or lower l)ottom in disordt'r. The H<*eond Tfumessee, just 
arrived across the river, took jK)sition under the secondary 
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bank, for a while checked the pursuit, giving time for the 
routed trooi)S to make their way through the timber up the 
river, and tinally followcid them in a more orderly retreat. 

The national trooi)H, having now undisturbed possession 
of the cai>tured camp, gave way to their exultation. Gen- 
eral M(^Cl()niand called for three cheei*s, that were given 
with a will. The regiments T)roke ranks, and the battery 
fired upon the mivssivo works and heavy siege-guns crowui- 
ing the lieights aer(>ss the river. A plunging fire of great 
shells from the fortiheatious, and the sight of l)oats loaded 
with troops leaving the op])osite shor(‘, w^ero impressive 
W’arnings that tlie invad<u*s could not safi'ly tarry. General 
Grant direet(*d tln^ cam}) to be set on tire, and the command 
to be aHH(‘mbl(Hl and to return. G(‘n(*ral I’olk became eon- 
vineed that Golumbus was not in danger of pr(‘sent attack, 
and determiiKHl to reinforce Pillow prom])tly and eflV'ctively. 
The Eleventh Louisiana and Eifb^cmtli Ttiinessee arrived 
first, and attack was minle n}>on both flanks of the hastily 
formed retnsiting eolumii, eiicumbenHl as it was with s|)oils. 
Tlio Sevcaitii Iowa and Tw(‘nty-seeon<l Illinois, th(i r(‘gi- 
meuts mainly attacked, r(‘])li(‘d with vigor, though thrown 
into some confusion. Pillow halted his num to ii'-form, and 
dri'W them off to await tht^ arrival of reiiiforeemeuts on the 
W'ay, under GeiH*ral Polk in person. 

The command embarked. The batteiT took on l>oard two 
guns and a wagon i‘a[>tured and brought oil* in [>lace of two 
caissons and a wagon left behind, ami also l>rought otf 
twenty horses and one mule traptured. Wlieu all who w ere 
in sight W’ere on l>oard, Gtmeral Gmnt, supposing tlie live 
companies who had been left to guard the landing were still 
on i) 08 t, rode out to look for one of the partit‘8 that iiad 1 hk‘u 
B ent to l)ring iii the wounded, and wliieh liad not returned. 
Instead of the guard, which had gone on board without or- 
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ders, supposing its duty was done, ho saw approaehing a 
hostile line of battle. He rode l»a<^k, his horse slid down 
the river-bank on its liaunches, and trotted on board a trans- 
port over a i)lank thnist out for him. General Polk liad 
come over with General Cheatham, bringing two more regi- 
ments and a battalion. The entiro force formed in lino, 
approaclied the river-liank, and optnied tire. Tln^ gunboats, 
as well as the infantiy on the trausportH, retiirmnl the tire. 
Each side was conlhhmt that its tire caus<'d great slaughter; 
l»ut, in fact, little damage was done. The th'ct, soimt dis- 
taiice ujHstream, ov(‘rtook and r<'C('ive<l on board the Twen- 
ty-seventh Illinois, which had Vx^come H(*parated from the 
eolumn, and, instead of n'turning with it, returned by the 
road over which the advance was mad(^. The national loss 
was : in McCh‘nian<rs brigade, 30 killed, 130 wounded, and 
M missing; in Douglierty’s brigade, 49 killed, 154 wounded, 
and 63 missing; in Taylor’s liattery, 5 wounded. Tlnu'e 
were no casualties in th(‘ c*avalr\'. The aggregate loss was 
79 killed, 28V> wounded, and 117 missing; making, in all, 
485. Most of the woundinl were* left ludiind and taken pris- 
oners. A number of the missing made their way to C’airo. 
Tlie Seventh Iowa Hiitr(“red most sev(*rtdy. Among the 2f> 
killed and 80 woiimled were tin' licutcnani-eolonei killed, 
and the colonel and major wounded. Colonel l>ough(‘rty, 
of the Twenty-second Illinois, commanding the second bri- 
gade, was wotindcd and taken j>nson<tr. Tin* (kmffslerato 
loss was 105 killed, 419 wouiuh'd, ami 117 missing; in all, 
641. Of this aggregat<‘, 562 wen; from the five regimt*ntH 
originally engage<I. Resides th«; loss in men and the d«i- 
struotion of the camp, forty -live horses were killed. 
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Geneiul a. R. Johnston, on Reptembcr 17, 1861, sent 
Oeiuiral 8 . B. Buckner, who Imd left Kentucky and entered 
the (kjnfederate service, to seize and occui)y Bowling Green, 
in Kentucky, with a force of 4,000 men. Bowling Green is 
at the crossing of the Big Bamm River by the Louisville and 
Nashville road. A little to the south thf^ Mfunphis and Ohio 
branches otf from tlie Louisville and Nasliville. Bowling 
Green was therefon.' a gab^way through which all a])proach 
to the south from Louisvilh^ by rail must })a 88 . There was 
no access by Hiil from the Ohio River to the south, east of 
Bowling Green. The road from Paducah led nowhere. The 
railroads to the north from Mi.ssissippi ended, not on tho 
Ohio, but at Columbus, on tln^ Mississip})i. Defensive earth- 
works had already been begun at Fort Donelson, on the left 
Bank of the Cumberland, Fort Heniw, on the right bank of 
the Tennesse<', twelve miles west of Fort Donelson, and at 
Columbus, on the Mississipj)!. Genenvl Johnston, with the 
aid of his engiue<^rs, Lumtenant Dixon and Major J. F. Gil- 
mer, afterward 001101111 and Chief Engineer of the Confedt*- 
rate tirmy, adopbxl these sites as places to be strongly forti- 
tied. The line from Columlms to Bowling Green became 
the line chosen to bar access from the North to the South, 
and to 8 er\'e as a base for invasion of the North. 

The idea of breaking tliis line by an exi>odition up the 
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Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers seems to have presented 
itself k> many. Colonel Cliarles Whittlesy, of the Twentieth 
Ohio, a graduate of West Point and formerly in the anny, 
wliile a(ding as Chief Engineer on the staff of General O. M. 
Mitchell in Cincinnati, wrote to General Hallock, November 
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20, 1801, suggesting a g^reat movinnent by land and water up 
the Cumberland and TenneHseo Itivers, on the ground that 
this was the most feasible route into Tennessee, and would 
necessitate the evacuaticm of Columbus and the retreat of 
Buckner from Bowling Green. In l)e<‘cmber, 1801, General 
Sherman, conversing with Genei*al Halleek, in Bt. I^ouis, 
snggesttHl tliat the jvroper place to brc^ak the line was the 
centre, to which Halleek assented, pointing on the map to 
the Tennessee River, and saying tliat is the true lino of 
IL~3 
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operations. On January 3, 1862, General D. G Buell, in a 
letter to General Halle(jk, proposed a combined attack on 
the centre and flanks of General Jolmston’s Une, and added: 
“The attack on the centre should be niade by two gunboat 
exix)ditions, with, I should say, 20,000 men on the two 
rivers.” General Halleck, writing to General McClellan, 
Januaiy 20, 1862, said a movement down the Mississippi was 
premature; that a more feasible plan was to move up the 
Cumberland and Tennessee, making Nashville the objective 
point, which movement would threaten Columbus and force 
tlie abandonment of Bowding Green, adding “ but the plan 
should not be attempted without a large force — not less than 
()0,0(K) men.” General McClellan, however, thought such 
a movement should be poHt|)on(‘d for the pi-esent. He wTote 
on January" 6th, to Goic-'ral Buell, Commander of the I)ei)art- 
ment of the Ohio, which department included all of Ken- 
tucky east of th(^ Cumberland Itiver : “My ow’ii genenil plans 
for the prosecution of the war make the si>e(Hly occupation 
of East Tennesso<‘ and its lines of railway mattei*s of al)Solute 
necessity. Bowling Gretui ami Nashville are in that coimec- 
tion of very secondary importance at the ])resent moment.” 
Otuieriil Grant wroU* no reasoned sjxH’ulations about it, but 
throughout January j)ressed Halleck for permission to make 
the attempt. 

On January 6, 1862, Grant WTote to Geneml Halleck for 
permission to visit St. Louis. On the same day General 
Halleck, in pursuance of orders rec'eived from Gencvnil Me* 
Clellan, wdio was then in Washington in 8U|)reme command 
of the United States forces, directed General Grant to make 
a demonstration on Mayfield, in the direction of Murray. He 
w^as directed to “make a great fuss about moving all your 
force tow’ard Nashville,” and let it be understood that tw enty 
or thirty thousand men are exj)ected from Missouri. He was 



FORT HENRY. 


27 


furiher directed to give tliis out to tlie newspapers, ana not 
let Lis own men or even Lis staff know tLe contrary. At the 
same time Le was advnsed that the real object w*as to prevent 
reinforcements being sent to Buckner, and cLarged not to 
mlTance far enougli to expose Ids dank or rear to m attack 
from Columbus, and V)v all means to avoid a sorious en- 
gagement. On the loth, Ilalleck telegraphed to delay; but 
Gmnt was already gone, with Mi'CIernand and ineri 

from Cairo and Bird’s Point, and had sent (leneral C. F. 
Smith from I*aibieah with two brigaties. The troops were 
out mon‘ than a wet'k. Thf‘ weatlier was (‘old, with rain and 
snow. Th(‘ ('xeursion was good praeti(‘e in campaigning for 
the new volunti'ers, and (h'taineil ri'inforet'ments at Colum- 
bus whih‘ Chm(‘ral George II, Thomas fought and won the 
batthi of Mill Springs, in litmineky. 

Cieneral Gnuit, on his return to (%iro, wrot(3 again on Jauu- 
arv' 20th for permission to visit St. Louis. Receiving General 
Smith’s report on the 22d, in which Smith said that tlie cap- 
ture of Fort Heniy was feasible — tliat two guns would make 
short woi’k of it, lie at once forwarded tlie rejjort to St. 
Louis, and on the same day (»btaiiied the jxumdssion songlit. 
When he iKfgan to unfold th(> obj<?(‘t of his visit, to obtain 
p(*rmission to capture Henry and Donelson, Halleck silenced 
liim so (puckly ami sharply that }i<< said no mon*, and ro 
turiied to Cairo la'licving his commander Uiought him 
guilty of proi) 08 ing a militurv' bliuider. But, |)erHisting still, 
he telegraphed on tin* 2Hth lliai, if })erinitt(‘d, he would 
take Fort Henry and establisli and hold a camp th«‘re. Next 
day lie wroUi to the saim* effc<‘t in dcdJiil. On thcj 2Hth, 
Commodore A. H. Foote, llag'otfi(‘er of tin? gunlioat fle(*t, 
WTote to General llalh‘ck that he concurred with General 
Grant, and asking if tlj<*y liad Halleek’s authority to move 
when ready. On January 30th, General HaUeck telegraphed 
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to Grant to get ready, and made an order directing him to 
proceed. The order was received on February Ist, and next 
day General Grant started up the Tennessee with 17, (XX) men 
on tninHj)ort8, convoyed by Commodore Foote with seven 
gunboats. 

The sites of Fort,s Henry and Donelson w^ere chosen, and 
the work of fortifying them begun, by the State of Tennessee, 
when Kentucky w^as still holding itself neutnil. Fort Donel- 
Bon, imme<liately below^ the town of Dover, was a good posi- 
tion, and W'as near tlie Kentucky line. The site chosen for 
Fort Hiuiry commanded a straight stretch of the river for 
Bome miles, and w^as near the State line and near Donelson. 
But it was low' ground, commanded by higher ground on 
both sid(^s of the river, and was washed by high water. Un- 
der tlie HUpiTvision of General A. H. Jolinston’s engineers, 
the w'ork had become a W'cll-traced, solidly constnuied for- 
titication of i‘arth, with five' bastions mounting twelve guns, 
facing th(^ riv(*r, and fiv(‘ guns bearing upon th(‘ laud. In- 
fantry intrencliinents wore thrown up on the m'arest high 
land, extending to the river both abov(‘ and below the main 
W'ork, and commanding the road to Fort Donelson. A work 
named Fort Heiman was b(‘gun on the l)luff on the opposite 
Bide of the river, but was incomphde. 

General McChn-nand, commanding the advance, landed 
eiglit miles below’ the fort. General Grant made a recon- 
noissanoe in one of the gunboats to dniw’ the fire of tlie fort 
and ascertain the iwnge of its guns. Having accomidished 
this, he re-embarked the landed troops, and debarked on 
Febniary 4th, at Bailey’s Ferry, three miles below’ the fort 
and just out of range of its fire. The river overflow ed its 
banks, much of the country was under water ; a heavy min 
fell. The entire command did not get ashore till in the 
pight of the 5th. In the night, General C. F. Smith wa.s 
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sent across the river to take Fort Heiman, but it was e\'ncii- 
ated while Grant was landing his force at Bailey’s Ferry. 
McClemand was ordered to move out at eleven o’clock in 
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the morning of the 0th, and take position on tho roads to 
Fort Donelson and Dover. 

General Tilghman liad ttdegraphed for roinforceijaents, 
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and had about thirty-four hundred men with him, but only 
one company of artillerists. At midnight of the 5th he tele- 
graphed to General A. S. Johnston that Grant was intrench- 
ing at Bailey’s Feiry. But, on the morning of the 6th, 
Tilghman gave up the idea of using his infantiy in the de- 
fence, ordered Colonel Heiman to move the command to 
Fort Donelson, wliih*. he remained with the company of ar- 
tillerists to engage tlie fl(?et and the land force, if it should 
ap])ear, with the heavy annament of the fort, and thus retard 
pursuit. 

At eleven o’clock in the morning of the 6th, General Gmnt 
moved with his command, and at the same time Commo- 
dore Foote steamed \\\} tlie river with Ids fleet in two divi- 
sions. The first was of ironclads, the Cincinnati, flag-ship, 
the Caroiuhdet, and tlie St. Louis, eaidi (‘arrying thirteen 
guns, ami the Esst^x, carrying nine guns. The second divi- 
sion of tlii'i'C W('(>d('n l)oats, und<‘r command of Lieutenant 
riuilps, followed half a mile asti'rn. At a (luarter before 
twelve o’clock ihi* first division opene<l fire with their bow- 
guns at a distance of sevmiteen hundred yards, and contin- 
ued firing m Idle slowly advancing to a distaiure of six hun- 
dred yards from the fort. Hitc* the four lioats took iiosition 
abreast, and fired witli rapidity. Lieutenant I'helps’ divi- 
sion sent shells falling within the work. The little garrison 
replied with spirit. Fifty-nine shots from their guns struck 
tlio Held, but most of them rebounded without doing harm. 
One shot exploded the lioiler of the Essex, scalding twenty- 
eiglit officers and seamen, including Commander Porter. 
One seaman was killed and nine wounded on the flag-ship, 
and one was killed by a ball on the Essex. In the fort, the 
twenty-four pound rilled gun exjdodod, disaliling every man 
at the ))ieee ; a shell from the fleet, exploding at the mouth 
of one of the thirty-two pounders, ruined the gun, and killed 
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or wounded all the men serving it. A premature explosion 
at a forty -two pounder killed three men and wounded others. 
A priming-wire accidentally spiked the ten-inch columbiad. 
Five men were killed, eleven wounded, and five missing. 
Four guns were disabled. The men were discouraged. 
General Tilghman took })ersonal charge of one of the guns 
and worked it, but he could no longer inspirit his men. 
Colonel Gilmer, C’hief EngimH*r of the Deimrtmont, and a 
few otliera, nt)t willing to be includ(‘d in the surrender, left 
the foi-t and proceeded to Fort Doindson on foot. At five 
minutes before two o’cdock General Tilghman lowered his 
flag, and sent liis adjutant by boat t(,> n'port to the flag-ofii(H 3 r 
of the fleet. Twelve officers and sixty-six men in the fort, 
and sixteen men in tlu^ hos})ital-lK)at, surrendered. Flag-offi- 
cer Foote, in his rei)ort, says the hospital-boat contained 
sixty invalids. All the camp-e(piij)age and stores of the 
force that retreated to Foil Boiielson were included in the 
suiTender ; the troops, having no wagons, had left every- 
thing behind. 

At eleven o’clock, General McClernand mov<sl out with 
his division, followed by tln^ third brigade of (JeiH'nil C. F. 
Smith’s division. McClernand had two brigades, thr* first 
commanded by (^donel K. J. Ogle.sl)y, the set'ond by (Joloiud 
W. H. L. Wallace. With (iach brigade were two batteries 
— Schwartz and Dresser with the first brigade, Taylor and 
McAlister with the second. Tlie ord(;r to Mctdernand was 
to take position on thf» road from Fort Henry to Fort Don- 
elson and Dover, i)revent all reinforcements to Fort HiUiry 
or escaj)e from it, and 1 m* in n*adin(^ss to charge and take 
Fort Henry by storm j)romi)tly on the receipt of orders. 
The road was everywhere miiT, owing to the wet season, and 
crossed ridges and wet hollows. McrClemand repoHs tliat 
the distance by road, from the camp to the fort, was eight 



82 


PROM PORT HENRY TO CORINTH. 


miles. The troops, palling throngh the mud, cheered the 
l)oml)ardment hy the fleet when it opened. At three o’clock 
McClemand learned that the enemy were evacuating the fort, 
and ordered his cavalry to advance if the report W’as found to 
be tnie. (’aptain Stewart, of McClernand’s staff, came upon 
the rear of the retiring force just as they were leaving the 
outer line of the earthworks. Colonel Dickey, of the Fourth 
Illinois cavalr}% coming up, pursued the retreating column 
three miles, capturing 38 i^risoiiers, six pieces of artillery, 
and a caisson. The head of the infantry column entered 
the fort at half*x)ast three o’clock. 

Commodore Foote turned over the j)risoners and captured 
l)ro|)erty to General Grant, sent Liiuiteiiant Phelps with the 
wooden gunV>oat8 on an expc'dition u]) the Tennessee^, and 
returned the sane.' (‘veiling to Cairo with t\vo gunlioats. 
Li'mt(‘nant-Cominand(’r Phcljis proceeded up the river to 
Florenc'c, at the foot of the Muscle Slu/als, in tlie State of 
Alaluuua. An account of this <‘xpeditiou and its brilliant 
BUccesB belongs to the naval history of the w'ar. 



CHAPTER III. 


FORT DONELSON. 

The capture of Fort Henrv \\m iinportaut, hut it would 1)0 
of restrictiMl use uulesH Fort Doiielsou should also he taken. 
At this point the ('uniherland and Tennessee Kivers are only 
twelve miles apart. The little town of Dover stood upon a 
hlutr on tlie left hank of tlie Fumluu’land. Imim'diattvly 
above it, two Hiiiall l)rooks empty into tlie river, inakini^^ a 
valley or hottoin ovi'rtlowed hy evmy In^h wat(U\ Ininio 
diately below tlie town is Indian (h*(‘ek. One linvncli of it, 
rising close by tlie head of the upper one of tlie two brooks, 
flowing outwardly from the riviT toward the wi^st, tln'u 
bending to the north and nortlu'ast, makes almost the cir- 
cuit of the town, about half a niih^ from it, liefore eni])tying 
into th(‘ ere(‘k, Hi'viuiil small lirooks, flowing from the nort h 
into Indian (’reek, make dei'p ravim\s, wliiidi leave a series 
of ridges, vmy irr(‘gnlar in outlims bnt gonerully parallel to 
tlie rivi'r. About lialf a milo lielow the mouth of Indian 
Creek, Hickman (h’(S‘k, flowing eastwardly, enifitiiis into 
the river at right angh‘s with it. Small bran(*h(‘s nmnirig 
into Hickman Creek almost interlock with thosi* emptying 
into Indian Crot^k, whereby the series of ridg(‘s parallel to 
the river are madi> to extend eontinuouHly from valhy of 
one creek to the valley of the otlier. 

Fort I)on(‘lson, a bastioned (^arthwf)rk, was erected on the 
river-blufl*, between tln^ two creeks, its elevation being one 

a 
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hundred feet al)ove the water. A bend in the river gives 
the fort command over it an far as its armament could carry. 
On the slope of the ridge facing down stream, two water- 
l>atteri(^s were excavated. The lower battery and larger one, 
was BO excavated as to leave traverses between tlie guns. A 
ten-inch columbiad and nine thirty-two pound guns consti- 
tnt(‘d the armaiiKnit of the lower battery ; a rifled i)iece, 
canying a conical ball of one hundred and twenty-eight 
pounds, with two thirty-two pound carronades, the arma- 
ment of the u})])er. These w’ater-batteries were, according 
to (Jolonel fl. 1). Wc'bster, Cbuieral Grant’s chief of staff, 
thirty fec^t above the^ water- levc^l at tln^ time of the attack. 
Colomd Gilmer, tin* (‘iigineer who constnicted them, re- 
ported them as being fifty fec't above the watcn-level ; but 
it does not ap]K‘ar at w hat stag(‘ of tlu^ wat(‘r. As the nar- 
row channel of the ri\'(‘r allow('d an attacking i)ai’ty to i)r(>. 
sent only a narrow front, tht‘ battcuics nMpiinul Imt little 
horizontal range for tht'ir guns, and th(^ embrasures W(‘re 
accordingly made quite narrow'. Eight additional guns were 
in the fort. 

Colonel Gilmer, going from Fort Heiny to Fort Donelson, 
iinmediat(‘ly l>egan th(‘ tnicing and const niction of works for 
infantry dtffmice. Tlu' rivt'r ]>rot.(H‘t('(l the t^ast face of the 
position, and tlu* valhy of Hickman Chet*k, filled with hack- 
water from tlie rivt'r, snfficimitly guai’dt'd the north. The 
line traci'd was two miles and a half long, follow'ing the re- 
cossioiiH and salimits. The right of the line, occupying a 
riilge extending from crt'ek to creek, was lu'arly i>aralhd 
with tiie river, and distant from it ftuirteen hundred yards 
in an air-line. It was somewhat convex, projecting to the 
front al)out its ct'utre, at the joint w hen* Porter’s liatteiy was 
afterward )>osted. The left, facing to tlie sontli and south- 
west, beginning just above Dover, on the jioint of a ridgy 



FORT DONELSON. 


35 


extending nearly to tlie river between the two small brooks, 
continued out from the river along this ridge to its western 
extremity, and thence across the valley of the small curved 



Fort 


stream described as encircling Dover and emptying into In- 
dkn Creek, to a V-sliaped eniiiience in tlu‘ fork between this 
small stream and Indian Creek. This milient tcnnination 
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was on the continuation of the lino of the right or the west 
face of the infantry works. This point was assigned to 
Maney’s battery and Heiman’s brigade. The lino of infan- 
try d(if(}iu!e was what came to l)e called, during the war, 
rifle-pit~a treiuih wuth the earth throw^n up on the outt^r 
side. Batteries w’er<‘ constnieted at nine i>oints in the line, 
and arnicid witli tlm gnus of eight field Ijatteries. 

Tli(^ valhy of Indian Cr(H'k nnide a break in the line ; there 
W’as an inten’al at th<' creek betw'een the ])ortion occupied 
by Heinian’K lin(‘ and the w'ork on the oj)po.site slope, after- 
wacil the (‘xtnnn«‘ hdt of Gc'ueral Buckner’s command. The 
(‘iitire liiu^ on both faces, (‘xccjd tlic portir)n crossing the 
small valley or ravim* to Heiman’s left, followed the face of 
ridgc'H from tifty 1o (‘ighty feed higli, face<l by valleys or 
ravines tilled with forest and underbrnsli. The trc(*H were 
cut al)oiit bn'Jist-high, ainl the to]>sbent oven* outward, form- 
ing a nnle ahattis <‘xtrcmcly <lijlicult to jsihs through. The 
buck-W'atm* tilling the valh'y of Hickman Cn/ck was an ad- 
vantage to the (hdonders of Honclsou, in so far as it Hcmsl 
as a protection to one face of the position, and diminislnnl 
the distance to Ix^ gn:irde«l and fortitit'd. It was quite as 
great an advantage' to the hesiege'rs as it was to the besieged. 
They W’crc by it rcli(‘vi*d from a longer, b»‘ing an exterior, 
line. Their transj>orts ami snpplii's conhl he landed and 
hauled out in si-curity. Moreov'r, tlie back-w ater extending 
up Indian Creek also, within the deb'imivt'. lines, cut the 
position in tw’o, and made) comnmuication bi'twcc'ii the txvo 
parts incouve'nient. 

Immediately ii|>on tlie capture of Fort Henry, xvork was 
begun on tliis line of infantry defence. The gjirrison, in- 
creased by the force from Fort Henry, numl»eri'd al)Out six 
thousiwid elb'ctive iium, under the command of Brigadier- 
Oem'ml Bushrod K. Johnson. Gcncnvl Ihilow, ordered l)y 
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Ooneml A. S. fJolinston, arrived on Febniary Otli from CLu'ks- 
ville with 2,fKK) men. He w’as immediately followed l>y 
Geneml Clarke, who had hec'ii stationed at Ho|)kins\qllo 
with 2,0(K) iiioro; aiul Gt^iiemls Floyd and Buckner, wdio 
were at Biissellville with 8, (KM) mon', followed. Geneml 
Johii.ston began to set th('iu all in motion by telegram from 
Bowling Green, before he reeeivetl nt'ws of the snrrend(*r of 
Fort Henry. General Floyd was so averse to going to Dom'l- 
Kon that he eontinned to remonstmt<‘. Oein»ral Buckner, 
whose division had arrived, ]»r(^posed on the niglit of the 
11th to take it l>ack to General Floyd, his cmnmamling olli- 
eer at Clarksville; but Pillow, who was scuiior to Buckner, 
oithwed him to nunain. ami rejuiired himself to (darksville. 
Under tlu^ eomlumvl intlmuiee of Pillow’s persuasion and 
G(‘n(‘ral Johnston’s orders, Floyd finally made uj) liis 
mimi to go, and arrivfsl at Domdson with the hist of his 
command in th«' night of lh<‘ 12th. lM(‘anwhile, IMajor- 
General Polk had sent l,8r,0 men from Colundms. On the 
night of Febrvnuy 12th, Donelson was defernhsl by about 
2t),tK)0 m(Ti. Tlu' heavy guns in tlie water halteries wcs'e 
manned mostly by details from light hattr-ric's and artillery 
drilled a short tim(‘ Indore the natiomil fore(‘ a[>p(‘art‘d, hy 
two artillery oOicers, under the snperwision (»f (^d(»nel Mil- 
ton A. Haynes, (,’hi(d ef the Fenmvssei* (^>rpH of Artilhjry, 
Geneml Grant, in rf^porting to Gem*ral llalleek, on Fehni- 
ary btli, tla* surremh*r of Fort Ilertry, mlded : “ I shall take 
and destroy Fort I)onelson r)n the Kth, ami return t«) 
Heniy,” It was soon eh*ar tliat he emild not haul wagons 
over the road, and he proposed to go witliout wagons and 
doiible-tearn his artillery. The water continued rising. For 
two miles inlaml frr)ni Fort Henr}" the roatl was for the 
greater part under wattrr. On the 8th he teiego'ajthed : “I 
contemplated taking I’ort i><jiu‘l.s<ju to-thiy with infantry and 
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cavalry alone, but all my troops may bo kept busily engaged 
in saving wliat we now have from the rapidly rising water/’ 
Tlio (javalry, liowev<‘r, fording the ov'erflow, went to tlio front 
of Doiudson on the 7th, skirmished with the pickets, and 
felt the outposts. 

General Hal leek went earnestly to work gathering and for- 
■warding ti*oops and KUp])lies. Seasoned troo})s from Mis- 
Bonri, and regiments froin the depots in Illimds, Indiana, 
and Oliif) — so freshly formed tliat tlu*y had liardly changed 
their civil giirl) for soldier’s uniform before they "were hiir- 
rit'd to the front to tak(‘ their lirst military h'ssons in the 
school of bivonae and battle — were alilo* gathered up. 
eral Halhs-k t(vh'gra|)hed Grant to use every liTort to trans- 
form Fort Ib'iiry into a work strong on its landward side, 
and by all im'ans to d(‘stroy the railroad luidge across the 
(’nnd)eiiaml at (darksville, above Fort Domison. Grant 
was urgi!ig Commodore Fooli' to send boats nj) the (iimber- 
huul to eo-op('raU' in an attaelv on Homisoii. 

On I'k'bniarv llth, I’ooie sailml from ('airo with his fleet. 
On tlu' same day Grunt s«‘nt six regiments, which liad arrived 
at Fort iltvnrv on transports, dow n the ri\er on tlu^ l)oats 
from which tliev had not lamhsl, to follow tla^ tleet up the 
Cumberland. lb‘ also on the same day moved tin' greater 
])ai't of his force (ud several miles from Fort Henry on to solid 
gi’ound. On tlie nioniing of the 12th, h'ux ing Gt'neral L, 
Wallace and 2 , 01)0 men at Fort Henry, In* moved by two 
r<nids, diverging at Fort Henry, but r'omiiig togetlior again 
at Dover, with lo,000 men and eight tii ld batterii*s. Tlie 
force W'as organized in two divisions ; tin* first commainled 
by General MeClernand, the second by Genend C. F. Smitli. 
MeClernand had three brigades. The first. eommumli O liy 
Colonel H. iT. Ogh'sby, ev)m])risod tin* Figlith, Fight eentli, 
Tweuty-umth, Thirtieth, and Thirtv-lirst Illinois, the bat- 
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t€ries of Schwartz and Dreiser, and four companies of cav- 
alry. The second, convmauded by Colonel W. H. L. M^allacrt^ 
consisted of the Eleventh, Twentieth, Forty-tifth, tuul Forty- 
eighth Illinois, Colonel Dickey’s Fourt-h Illinois Cavalrv^ 
and Taylor’s and M(*Allister’s batteries. The third, com- 
manded by Colonel W. K. Morrison, c(>iui)rised the JSeven- 
teciuth and Forty-ninth Illiinds. Smith’s first brigade, com- 
inaiivled by (\don«‘l John McArthur, was com[)OHed of the 
Ninth, Twelftli, and Ft)rty-tirst Illinois. Tin' sec(»nd brigade 
was left at Fort Henry. The third, (\)lonel John Cook, con- 
tained the Fifty-second Indiana, Seventh and Fiftieth Illinois, 
Thiilt'orilh Missouri, and Twtdfth Iowa; and the fourth, 
Colonel John G. Launian, eontaiiunl the Twenty-fifth and 
Fifty-sixth Indiana, and the Second, Seventh, and Fuiir- 
teenth Iowa. Major Caveiider’s battalion of Miss(»uri artil- 
lery was attaelied to the division. Some of Major C’avr‘uder's 
guns were twenty-]>ounders. ’Ihrc'e j)ieet>8 in MeAlliHttu*’H 
batteiy W(!re twenty-four pound h<)witz('rs. 

MeC.'lernand’s division, pnaasled by tin' Fourth Illinois 
cavalry, marched in advanei^ on both n»ads. No o|)i)ositiou 
was encountered Ix'fore reaching the j>i<‘kets in front of Don- 
olson. The a<lvanee <‘ame in siglit of the fori al>out noon. 
McArtlmr’s brigade, furming the rear <*f tlie eolunin, halted 
aV>out tliree miles from the fort at tl I'.vi., and movrsl into 
position at half-past ten. It was observed by (’olonel \V. H. 
L. \Valla(*e, whose brigade was at tht5 Inaid of tlie column 
oil the tel(*gni{»{i <»r dioM-t rosel between Forts Henry and 
Dondson, tluit the tuiemy’s eaiiips wito on the otlu^r sid<* of 
the creek, whieli, on examination, was found to be imjsaHsalde. 
He moved uj» tin* creek and y »im*il ( ’• Jonel ( Iglesby, whose liri- 
gadewasthe advamsMin the Kidge road, in a wooded hollow, 
screened from view from the works l»y an int(?rx'ening ridge. 

The moment that deployment was begun, Oglesby’s lirig- 
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ado, wliicli wa« the fartlicr to the right, was briskly at- 
tacked l)y cavalry, who, after a sliarp skirmish, retired. 
McClernand’s division was assigned to the right, C. F. 
Smith’s to the hdt. The day was spent feeling through the 
thick woods and along deep ravines, and high, narrow 
w^iii.ding ridges. At times a distant glim|)8G was caught, 
through some opening, of the gleam of tents crowning a 
lieight ; at times, a regiment t(iaring its way through blind- 
ing iindorgrowth was startled and cut by the sudden dis- 
eliargo from a batt(vry almost overhead, which it had come 
U])on unawares. The advancing skirmish-line w’as in con- 
stant desultory conflict with the post(^d picket-line. Bat- 
ti'ries, o(rcaHionally, where an o])ening tlirough the timber 
permitted, took a t(un|)orai'y position and engaged the hos- 
tile batteries. Tlu‘, afternoon passed in thus developing tho 
Uro of tlie line of works, feeling towards a })Osition and 
aerjuiring an id(‘a of ihe ft)nnation of the ground. Smith’s 
division, by niglit, was in line in front of Buckner, and 
McChvniand’s right liad crossed Indian Crec'k and reached 
the Wynn’s Ore<di roa<l. Th(» column had marched W’ithout 
tmiisportation. Tln^ meii had nothing but what they carried 
in knapsack and hav('rsaek. Slndter-tents had not yet come 
into use. Tho danger of drawing the enemy’s tire prevented 
the lighting of cami)-flres. The army l>ivouaeked in line of 
battle. The liesieged resumed at night their task, which 
had been iuterru])ted by the afternoon skirmishing, of com- 
]>leting and strengthening their works. 

Next morning, Tluimlay the b*hh, arrive<l, and the fleet 
had not come. Fifteen thousainl men, without Hupj)lies, con- 
fronted 2d,(XK) well intrenched. A jiarty was sent to destroy 
tlie railroad liridge over tho Tennessee, above Fort Henry, 
th(^ trestle a})])roacli to wdiicli hatl been partly destroyed l)y 
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, to prevent effectually rein- 
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forcements reai'Ling Donelson from Colninbna. Ordt>r was 
sent to General Ijewis Wallace, wlio Innl been b'ft Mitli a 
brigatle in command at Fort Henry, to join the besieging 
force. The two divisions on the ground prosecutotl the 
work of feeling for position and probing the enemy. Colonel 
Lauman’s brigade, of C. F. Smith’s division, bivouacked the 
night of the 12th, about a mile from the intrenehments. On 
the 13tli he iiiovimI over the intervtuiing ridges till he camo 
in view of the portion of th<' works held by (kdomvl Hanson, 
constituting tlu^ right of G^meral Bnekiu'r’s line. A deep 
hollow filled with timlnw lilletl the space betw'et^u Laiiman 
and the works lu'fore him. On the farther slope, crowned 
by the works, tin? slashed timber mad(’! an extensive ivV)atti8. 
Colonel AVateli, with the Twmitv-fiflh Indiana, advams'd 
across tlio ravine or liollow', ami forctsl his way partly rip 
the slope. Ho rernaimsl with his iH)mmand two hours (‘X- 
posed to a fire to wliich, from their ]>osition, they could 
make no (‘tfectual r(‘{>ly, and wen‘ n'<*all(sl. The S(‘V'(‘nth 
and Fourt(‘enth Iowa niovtsl up to the left of the )K)sitiou 
reaclu'd by (’olomd Veatch, and a detacliimuit of shar})- 
sliooters was j)()st(‘d so as to n^aidi wit!) their fire the men in 
the tnuiches and divert tlndr finr. At night Lanman with- 
drew his command to t he place of the jjnivions night’s bivouac. 
Colonel Cook’s briga<le a<lvamMHl, tlie morning of the b'Uh, on 
the right of Laiimaii’s. The left of his line (‘ume also in front 
of Hanson’s works. Tin? valley was here filled wdth such an 
“immensity of abattis” that he di<l not had justifiiMl in or- 
dering an attempt to cross it, but kept iii) through the day 
a desultory fire of skirmisln^rs and sluiri)Hh(*oter« over it. 
The demonstnition ma<le by Lanman and Cook ajrpeared 
BO threatening that Geiieml Buckm^r sent the Eighteenth 
Tennessee to reinforce Hanson. The Heventh Illinois, which 
constituted the right of Cook’s advance moving through the 
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timber where a ridge leads to a battery at a salient in Gen- 
eral Buckner’s line, suddenly found itself under fire and 
retired. Colonel Cook formed his line with the other four 
regiments upon a ndgo overlooking the enemy’s intreneh- 
rmmts, about six hundred yards from tliem, sei)arated from 
them by a valley dense with timlier, mostly cut so as to form 
abattis, and remained in this position for the night. 

McClernand continued pressing all day to his right, fol- 
lowing the courses of tlie ridge along which the Wynn’s Ferry 
road passes. By night his right nearly or quite reached the 
j)oint where the AVynn’s F(‘rry road issued from the intrench- 
ineuts. liis artillery was very active ; the companies acting 
at tiiiK's sei)arately, at times uniting and concentrating their 
lire on some wcll-s('rv<*d battery, they silenced temporarily 
sev(U*al l)atteri(\s, and in the aftfriioon shelled some camps. 
A determined assault was mad(? on the |)ositi()n held by 
Maney’s batteiy, KU]»})ort(‘d by (•oloin‘l lieiinan with the 
Tenth, Forty-eighth, and I’iftv-third Tt‘nn<‘sset:', and the 
Tweiit) -s<'vtrnth Alabama. ’J’his position was, at tlie same 
time, tlu' most salient and the most elevated in tlie entire 
line of intrtmclinu'iit. It was so tractsl that both faces wtu’e 
ew<*pt by artillery and infantry lire from jiortions of the 
works to tlie right and tlie left. Ctilonel Morrison was di- 
rected with his bi’igadt*, the Seventeenth and Forty-ninth 
Illinois, to assault this position. Coloiud Haynie, of tlie 
Forty-eighth Illinois, senior to Morrison, was ordered to 
join him and taki^ the command. ^lorrison, on tlie riglit, 
assanltiHl the hdt face of tlie work ; the Seventeenth and 
Twenty-lifth assault»‘d tin' right. Crossing the valley, tluy 
began the asciuit, eueonntertHl the tangled abattis, and while 
striving to tear their way through it, undtu* a plunging fire 
from the battery and the infantry aViove them, they were 
assailed by artillery and infautry from a long extent of line 
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bpyond. Tlioy recoiled from this toil and this double fire. 
The Forty-lifth IlliMois was sent to reinforce ^lorrisoii. The 
four rej^inienfs start<*d a^^•un. fore<'d tli(‘ir way still farther 
nj) the ubattis, aiul wt‘ri‘ aj;ain reiuVlhal. Undaunted, tli(*y 
rushed nj) th(‘ hill side the third time. Fart of the eommaiul 
pierced thron^^li tin' abattis and n'acla'd tin* ritle-pits. The 
summit of the riti(‘-pits was a blaze of musketry, lilaney’s 
guns hurled shra}>md into their faces. To Morrison’s riglit 
and to llayiiir's left, tln‘ long line of rith'-pits was a liu(> of 
musketry, and from proj^sUing points tlu‘ batti'ries sent tlioir 
fire. ^Morrison was woumhsl. llis men eotihl not elimb 
over tht‘ int nmelmiont. d’ln' rej^iments recalled, ftdl back 
in order out of tire. The dead leaves on tln^ hill-side wt'ro 
intiaiiUHl ill .some nay, in tliis <dose eontt‘s(, ami when artil- 
lery and miiskidrv had eeasisl, helpless wound*‘d lying on 
tiu' hill-side were burmsl to disith. ('oloiud Jleinuin’s men, 
h'a|)ing over their works, wm’e able to sav<‘ some, (iem'ral 
Ibickner r(‘|H)rte(l his loss in th(‘ assault on Hanson’s posi- 
tiiUi as thirty-uin(‘ killed and wounded, d’en killed ami 
thirty wounded wen* r*‘}>or(rd as Ib iman's l<»ss, m(»st of tlnuii 
in ISIaney’s battery. Nearly e\crv regimrnt in tln^ entire 
line of tlie int nsieliment.s sutTorod somr <-asualti<’.s from the 
National artillery. Tie* national loss was mon* H(‘Vt‘r**. The 
]MU*tina(‘ity of the attack througli tin' d;iy ]>reV(‘nted the 
besiege*! from suspecting the inb'iiorit y in numbtu's of tho 
attacking forc(‘. 

The (’aromh let, a tliirt ram-gun iron-cla*l, arriv(?d iii tie; 
ruoming of the blth, ami tinal at the water-batteri<‘s at long 
rangr*. One shot stnn-k a thirty~t wo pound gun, *li.sabling 
it, and kill***! (’aptain I)i\<»n, <»f tie* engiieaTs, who had as- 
sisted (’olofed Gilmer in tin construction of both Himry 
and Doiielson, A shot from the one humlnnl and twenty- 
eight-pouiid gun in the up|>er batteiw% entering a [lort-hole, 
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damaged tlie macliinery of the Carondelet, and she drew ont 
of range. 

The fleet, together with transports bringing reinforce- 
inents and supi>licH, amved toward evening. McCleruand 
liad mov(Hl so far around to the riglit as to h^ave a wide gap 
between his left and Smith’s division. McArthur’s brigade, 
of Smith’s division, was moved to the right. Near midnight, 
upon th(i request of General McClemaiid, McArtliur detaelied 
two regiments and movinl them farther to the right, to within 
a <|uart(?r of a mile of McClernand’s left. Severe wind set 
ill with the night. Snow fell and the ground froze. Fires 
could not bt‘ light(‘d liy eith(‘r army. Some of McCIernand’s 
regiments, having thr(nvn away their blankets on going into 
action, sat U}) all night. 

(hmeral Lewis AVallacr' arrivcsl from Fort IbuiiT about 
noon, Friday, tln^ 1 1th, and was j)laced in command of a 
division of troops just arrived on th(‘ transj)oHs, styh'd Third 
Division. Th<‘ First Krigad<‘, commanded by Colonel ( ’harles 
Cruft, c'onsisted of tiie St‘vmite<*nth and dV(‘ntv-hftii Ken- 
tucky, and tin* Thirty-first and Forty-fonrtli Indiana. The 
Third brigade, (‘onimandiHi by Colonel John M. Tliayer, 
comprised the Fifty-eighth and Smirnty-sixth Ohio, and the 
First Nebraska. The Second Brigade was not organized ; 
but in the course of Saturday, tlie Forty-sixth, Fifty-seventh, 
and Fifty-eighth Illinois and Twentieth Ohio, rej>ort('d sep- 
aiHitely, and were assigned to duty. Omieral Wallace moved 
into po.sition on the right of Otmc'ral C. F. Smitli, so as to 
hold the narrow ridge or sjmr which faced the right of Buck- 
ner’s line, and was sejiarated from McClernand by the valley 
of Indian Creek. 

The day was (piiet along lh(‘ National lines, and was spent 
in detiuing and adjusting the commands in }H>sition. Skir- 
mishers exchanged occasional shots, and artillerists from 
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time to time tried the range of their guns. McClernaiul 
moved his right still nearer to the river, Ogleslvy’s brigade 
reaching nearly to the t?xtremo left of tlie Confederate works, 
and to the lu'jid of the back-water up tlu^ valley of the small 
l)rooks al)ove Dover; the Eighth, Eighteenth, and Twenty- 
ninth Illinois were respt'etividy posted atn’oss tht' three roads, 
wliich, leaving the main road along tlm ridge, called Wynn’s 
FeiTy road, crossed tlu^ hollow and tlirough the ein'iny’s 
intnmchiiK'nts into D<»v(>r. Tin* cavalry rt'coiuioiti'rcd around 
the enemy’s h'ft, to tlio muddy ami overflowed bottom ex- 
tending liaek from the rivts* iniinediately above' Dover. 

According to tie' r»‘]>ort of (lem'nil Ruckiu'r it was dc'cide'd, 
in a eouncil of geimriil otlieers h»*ld that nen'iiing, to cut a 
way for the garrison out through theemdosing fons^at once, 
before di'lay wouM make it im}»rae*tieal)l«* ; ihatth'neral l*il- 
low was to h'ud, and llnekteT to eoven' llu' retreat of tlio 
army if the .sortir^ provo<l suceossfnl. Buckm'r nunh' th(» 
nece'ssary prepanitions, Init early in the afte'rnoon the onh'r 
was conntennareled by (li'noral l'’loyd, at the instance e>f 
General Pillow, who, atb'r ilrawing (»ut his troo})s fi>r tie' 
attack, tliought it too late' for the atterjijd. 'Ihough this is 
not imsitiomHl in the reports of General Floyd, Genejjil Ihl- 
low, or (’(doled Gilue'r, (’oloiiel Baldwin in his r<‘port says 
that Ch'nerul Bmdener formed his division in oj)en ground 
to the h'ft and rear of the intrenclnaents, for the purposes, 
ainnireiitly, of uttaeking the National right, (edonel Bald- 
win’s command be ing the lu'ad of the column ; that the col- 
umn marcle'd out by a road al»out two liundn'd yards from 
the h'ft of tie* intreiediments, aiel a[>proa<desl the right of 
the National liie* by a e<»nrst* m'ariy j>erp<‘mlicular to it; 
but, aftc'r advaie dug a (piailer of a mile, General Idllow said 
it was too late in the day to accomplish anytliing, and tho 
troops retunied to their quarters. Major Brown, com- 
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manding ilie Twentieth Mississipid, reports substantially 
the same, and adds they were \inder fire as soon as they 
began the advance, and oiu? of his men was shot before they 
advanced one hundred yards. 

Al)out three o’(dock in the afternoon Flag Ofii(‘er Foote 
moved his fleet np the river to atta<dv tlie fort. Tlie flag- 
ship St. Ijonis and tlirec other iron-dads, the C’aronddet, 
Louisville, and Idttsburg, each arnu'd with thirtcHjn guns, 
advanced, foUow«sl l)y the wooden gunboats Tyler and 
Coiuistoga. 'Jdn^ water-batt(‘ry attacked was a mere trench 
twenty fc(;t wide', sunk in the hill-side. The excavated (‘.arth 
tlirowM up outside the dibdi ma(h‘ a rampart twelve f(‘et 
through at the summit, ('arefully laid sand-bags added to 
the hi'iglit. of tli(‘ ranijmrt, uinl left narrow space's for embm- 
surcs; nanow, l)ut snlhcicnt th('r(‘, wh<'r<* tin* channel of the 
river, straiglit uml narrow, rcijnircd the Ih'et to adv'aiiee in a 
straiglit line anti w iili a narrow frt)nt. Sueli a work, at an 
('leva! ion of thirtv feet above’ tlu' wate'r, was uliiiost uiuissuil- 
abh'. 

Th(' giiidioats o}H'iH'd firt' wht'n a mile and a half from 
tlu' for!, and ettnfiiiued atbaneing slowly imd firing rapidly 
till the ij'enichnls we'i’e within four hundn*d yards of tin* liat- 
tery. The^ boats could use only the'ir bow-guiis, three ou 
eaeh boat. After a severe actie)ii of an hour aiul a half, a 
Bielid shot emteriug the pile»t-liouse of the fiag-shij>, camed 
away tin' wliesd, and tlie tilh'r-rojies of the Louisville were 
disablt'd by a shot. Tlu* relieviug-taidvles Ix'ing no longer 
ahh' steer or eoiitrol these' boats in the rapid current, they 
bi'camc wlndly unmaiiage'ablc, and elriftesl tli>wu the river. 
The' otht'r two Ixxits were' als<> damaged, ami the whole fleet 
witlulre'vv. There' were fifty-four, eifiie'e'rs aiul men, killed 
and weniiuh'd ou the fleet —Comiinielore Foote bi'ing one of 
the wouiided. The fiag-ship alone was struck fifty-nine 
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times. Obo rifled gun on the Carondelet burst during the 
action. The terril)le p<uinding by the heavy navy guiiH 
seems to have intiicted no injury upon the earthworks, tlieir 
armament, or tlii' imui. 

Tninsports arrived in the course of tlu' day. bringing ad- 
ditional reinforcements, (hun'ral McArthur was oiHho’ed at 
5 p.M. to occupy grouml on tlie extreiiu' rigdit of the Na- 
tional lino, to act as a rrsene to General Ogh'sl)y. lie 
reached the assigned position in tin* tlark. about 7 P.M., ami 
“ encamj»ed for the night, without instniethuis and without 
adispiate knowledge of the nature of tin' gruiunl in front 
and on tlu? right.” The troops, witliout shelter and wilhout 
fires, Kullered another night of eohl and wind and snow ami 
sleet, after a day without food. 

In the night, Gem'ral Flovd, in conneil witli Gt'mo’ul ITl- 
low, Geiit'ral Jbiekner, and Golonel Gilmer, detormim'd to 
make a sortie in tin' morning, and, if praetieabhv, cut a w'ay 
out, and retreat by tlie 'Wynn’s Jo>rrv road to (’harlotte. 
Pillow was to Is'gin witli an attaek on Me( 'lernami’s right, 
assisted hy tlie eavalrv, W lion In* slionid snem'ed in j)nsh- 
ing back ttie right, Ituekner was to issm- from t in* works and 
strike the division m*ar its erntr**. Whon tin* wlioh* of the 
division should be rolled back onto ]n‘wis Wallace, leaving 
a eh'ared way out into tin* eountrv ov<‘r tin* loinl, Pillow’s 
division was to lea<l. ami ihiekner to hold the National 
forces back and afterward serve as r<*ar-gnui‘d on tin* ri'treat 
to Charlotte. Tin* brigade eommamh rs were sent for and 
reet'ived instnietious. No instruetions were given to them, 
nor was anything said in the eonm il, as to what snji)dies the 
troojis should earrv, and soiin- regiments took neitlier kna.})- 
saeks nor mtions. liefori* dawn, Saturday, the 151h, Pillow’s 
division began assendding, as on the pnwious day, on (i|h;u 
ground in rear of the extreme left of tbe in trenchm exits. 
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Colonel Baldwin, who was posted with two of his re^ments, 
the Twenty-sixth Tennessee and Twenty-sixth IVIississippi, 
in Pillow’s portion of the intrenclmients, w hile the rest of 
his brigade was west of Indian Creek, under Buckner, held 
tlie advance, the IVeiitieth Mississippi being added to liis 
command, giving liim a temporary brigade of three regi- 
ments. Colonel Heiman, with his brigade and ^laney’s bat- 
tery, strengthed by the Forty -second Tennessee, were to re- 
main in position and thence aid the attack while it was going 
on. The Thirtieth Tennessee was to occu])y the trenches 
vacated l)y Buckner, while the Forty-ninth and Fiftieth Ten- 
nessee w’cre to act as garrison to the main work — the fort. 

Conimodoix^ Foote w'rote to Geneml Grant desiring an in- 
terview’ w ith him, iiml asking, as he w as disabled by w’oiinds, 
to be excused from going to see Grant, rcMpiested that the 
int(vrvicw lx? laid on the tlag-ship. The Twentieth Ohio, 
which had arriviul on tmnsjKuts the evening Ixlore and was 
ordennl to r(‘]>oi*t to Gem'ral Ijewis AV’allaee the day before, 
while maniiing after breakfast from tln^ boats to the fort, 
met Ch^icral Grant with some of his stall riding dow’n the 
river road to wli(*re the boats lay. The sally had been made 
and the attack Ix'gun ; but there was nothing in the sound 
that came through several miles of interv’oning forest to 
indicate anything more serious than McClernaud’s previous 
assaults. 

Baldwin’s brigjule, leaving the intrenehments at 6 a.m., 
marched by the right tlaiik out a narrow’ and obstmeted by- 
road, crossed the valley in front of the works, and, wiiile 
ascending the slope beyond, encountered what they 8U{> 
posed to be a line of jvickets. But Oglesby’s hungry men 
hail slept little that cold night, and by simjdy rising to their 
feet were in line of battle. Baldwin’s brigade, in attempt- 
ing to deploy, was thrown into confusion, repeatedly rallied, 
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and was thrown into disorder and pushed hack before its 
lino was established. Colonel Baldwin, in his report, says 
that deployment fon'sard into line would have brought his 
men into such an exposed situation that ho threw his regi- 
ment first into eolunm of company, then deployed on the 
right into line, and admits that }>ni(;ti.sing tactics witli new 
troops under fire is a ditrerent thing from |)ractit?e on tlio 
drill-ground. The movement that Colonel Baldwin at- 
tempted with his leading regiment, the Twenty-sixth Mis- 
sissippi, i.s the same that Genenil Sigel a(H*omplislu>d at Tea 
llidge with sucli ]>rilliant t‘fiVct, whore he had by artillery 
fire to drive back the enemy’s lino to gain room for each 
succ(^ssive deployment. 

The firing sullicnently notificnl Gmienil M(‘Arthur where 
ho was, and, without waiting for orders, he formed liis 
brigade into lino on Oglesl)y’s right. Pillow’s division, (Con- 
tinually filing out from the intrenchments, continually ex- 
tended his line to his left. McArtlmr, to gain distance' to liis 
right, widened the intervals Ix'tween his rt'giments, refu^etl 
his right, and prolonged it by a skirmish line. Oglesby 
l)rought into action Schwartz’s battery, then command<Ml 
l)y Li(*utenant Gumbart, and tlio l>att(;ries in position in the 
besieged intrenchments joined in tlie (combat. A tenaeiou.s 
fight, face to fiice, ensued —so stationary tliat its termination 
seemed to l)e a mere (pi(‘stion of (uiduranee and ammuni- 
tion. General I’illow inov(‘d th<^ Twentieth JMississippi by 
wheeling its left to the front. In tliis jjosition tlie ncgiment 
suffered so severely that it withdrew and took shelter behind 
a rising ground. A depression was found l)y which Gene- 
nil B. R. Johnson’s brigade could find i‘om|>araiive protec- 
tion while moving to their left and gaining distance to their 
front. General McArthur found his right flank turned and 
his ammuiiitioii nearly exhau.sted, and withdrew his brigade 
II.-3 
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to a new position several hundred yards to his rear. Oglesby 
moved the Eighteenth Illinois to the right, to partially 
fill the vacated line, and brought up the Thirtieth Illinois 
from its position in reserve to take the place left by the 
Eighteenth. Colonel Lawler, of the Eighteenth, was wounded 
early in the engagement. Captain Brush, who had suc- 
ceeded to the command, was wounded while carrying out 
this movement. The ammunition of the Eighteenth being 
now nearly gone, it retired in good order to replenish, leav- 
ing 44 of its number dead^ and 170 wounded on the ground 
where it had stood. 

McClernand, when he found his command heavily pressed, 
sent to Lewis Wallace, the adjoining division commander, 
for aid. Wallace sent to Grant’s headquarters for instruc- 
tions, but the General was away on the flag-ship, and his 
staff did not take the resi>onsil)ility of acting in his place. 
Wallace, having been ordered to act on the defensive, de- 
clined to move without first receiving an order. When 
McAiihur fell back, Oglesby’s right Ix^came enveloped, 
McClernand repeated his request, and Wallace, seeing the 
affair was serious, took the responsibility, and ordered 
Craft’s brigade to advance. The Twenty-fifth Kentucky, 
on coming up, by some mistake fired into the Eighth and 
Twenty-ninth Illinois. These regiments and the Thirtieth 
Illinois broke and retired. The Eighth had lost 55 killed 
and 188 wounded; the Twenty-ninth, 25 killed and GO 
wounded; the Thirtieth, 19 killed and 71 wounded. The 
wounded had been taken off to a building in the rear, w^hieh 
was turned into a hospital. Cruft maintained liis position 
stoutly, receiving and maldng charges, and firing steadily 
from line. His men found the same difficulty that is men- 
tioned in rej^orts of other commanders, of distinguishing the 
enemy except when close at hand, or in motion. Their 
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xmifonn, of the same color with the dead leaves of dense 
scrub-oak, uniforms and foliage at a short distance were 
undistinguishable. McArthur drew his brigade back out of 
the contest, halted, and obtained ammunition and rations. 
His men, who had fasted thirty-six hours, had one good 
meal before they moved toward night to the extreme left, 
in support of the troops there engaged. Cruft’s brigade, 
being isolated, finally retired to the right and rear, and took 
position near the hospital. 

When the rest of Oglesby’s brigade retreated, the Thirty- 
first Illinois, Colonid tJohn A. Logan, the left of the l)rigad0 
and connecting with the right of Colonel W. H. L. Wal- 
lace’s brigade, wheeled so as to have its lino at right angles 
with the lino of the enemy’s intrenclmicnts ; for, as McAr- 
thur’s and Oglesby’s commands crumbled away, Pillow’s 
division, rolling up McClernand’s, W’ere now advancing in a 
course parallel to the front of their intrenehinents. The 
Thirty-first held its ground ; but yielding was only a ques- 
tion of time. As Pillow’s division in d(q)loying continually 
increased its front, Colonel Baldwin’s brigade was continu- 
ally juessed to his riglit and came in front of W. H. L. Wal- 
lace’s brigade. McCausland’s brigade, consisting of the 
Thii-ty -sixth and Fift ieth Virginia, formed on Baldwin’s right 
and in front of W. H. L. Wallace. Their assault w as aided by 
the batteries in position in the intienchments, and Wallace’s 
batteries alteraately replied to the artillery and jdayed upon 
the line of infantiy. Wallace held his line, and Pillow sent 
to Buckner to advance. Buckner held his command within 
the intrenchments massed, w’aitiiig for his opportunity. He 
sent three regiments, Third Tennessee, Eighteenth Ten- 
nessee, and Fourteenth Mississip])i, across the intervening 
hollow. They attacked wdth spirit ; but, confused by the 
missiles flying overhead, broken by i)ushing through the 
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snow-covered boughs, and galled by the hot fire they en- 
countered, they quickly fell back in disorder, and, accord- 
ing to General Buckner, communicated their depression to 
the rest of his command. 

Toward noon, as McClemand’s right was rolled up and 
began to crumble, Buckner, who had cheered his men, now 
led his division farther to hia right, near to Heiman’s po- 
sition in the intrenchments ; there he approached under 
cover till near Wallace’s line. Three batteries supported 
his charge — Maney’s, Porter’s, and Graves’, these three bat- 
teries concentrating their fire on Wallace’s artillery. For- 
rest brought his cavalry forward. Wallace’s brigade, with 
Taylor’s and McAllister’s batteries, and Logan’s regiment, 
with boxes nearly empty, withstood the combined attack. 
McAllister fired his last round of ammunition. Taylor had 
fired seventeen hundred rounds of ammunition, an average 
of two hundred and eighty-three rounds to the x)iece. The 
infantry fired their last cartridge. The batteries of Maney, 
Graves, and Porter ixiured in their fire ; the divisions of Pil- 
low and Buckner aided — some regiments at a halt firing, but 
Buckner’s advancing. Forrest’s cavalry hovered on the out- 
skirts. Wallace gave the command to fall back. McAllister 
had not horses left to haul off his three howitzers, and had 
to leave two. The order did not reach the Eleventh Illinois. 
The rest ®f the command fell back in regular order, and the 
Eleventh and Thirty -first continued fighting. Colonel Lo- 
gan, of the Thirty-first, was wounded ; the lieutenant-colonel 
was killed. Thirty others were killed. The ranks were 
thinned l)y the wounded who had fallen and been carried 
off the field. Ammunition was gone. Logan told Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ransom, of the Eleventh Illinois, who, haring 
had his wound dressed, had returned to his regiment, that 
the Thirty-first must leave, and suggested that the Eleventh 
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should take the position left by the Thirty-first. The Thir- 
ty-first marched steadily from the field, and the Eleventh, 
alone now, faced to the rear, wheeled to the left, and con- 
tinued the fight. But, assailed on both flanks as well as in 
front, and finally charged by the cavalry, it was broken, and 
fell back in disorder. The brigade fell back half a mile. 

Fugitives from the front passed by General Lewis Wal- 
lace, who was conversing with Captain Rawlins, Geneml 
Grant’s assistant adjutant-general. Among them a mounted 
officer galloped down the road, shouting, “AVe are cut to 
pieces.” General Wallace at once ordered Colonel Thayer’s 
brigade to the front. Marching by the flank, they soon met 
portions of Oglesby’s and Colonel AVallace’s brigades retir- 
ing from the field. They all stated they were out of ammu- 
nition. Thayer’s brigade passed on at a double-quick. Po- 
sition was taken ; a battery. Company A, Chicago Light 
ArtilleiT, commanded by Captain Wood, w^as posted across 
the road ; to its right, the First Nebraska and Fifty-eighth 
Illinois ; to the left, the Fifty-eighth Ohio and a company 
of the Thirty-second Illinois. The Seventy-sixth Ohio and 
Forty-sixth and Fifty-seventh Illinois were posted in reserve. 
As soon as this line was formed, interi)osed between the 
enemy and the retiring regiments, they halted and waited 
for ammunition. The line w as s(rarc(dy formed >>efore a force, 
coming up the road and through the forest, made a fierce 
attack. The assault was vigoi’ous. The line remained 
steady, and, with fire deliberate and well aimed, (piickly 
drove off the assailants. That closed the attack made by the 
sortie. Colonel Cruft’s brigade, the position of 'which w^as 
not then known to General Wallace, was off at the right, 
near enough to see the repulsed force retire in the direction 
of the w^orks. Cm ft’s l)rigade was brought into alignment 
with Thayer’s, and Wallace held the ground with his division. 
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McClernand’s division was swept from the ground which it 
had occupied. The desired road for retreat was open to the 
besieged. Buckner was in the position assigned to him, 
and halting, awaited his artillery and reserves from the 
intrenchments. General Pillow, who now found himself 
within the intrenchments at the salient, held by Colonel 
Heiman, directed the artillery to remain, and sent reiterated 
orders to Buckner to return and resume his position within 
the works. He was in the act of returning w’hen he met 
General Floyd, who seemed surprised at the movement. 
After some conversation, in which both agreed that the ori- 
ginal plan should be carried out, Floyd directed Buckner to 
remain till he could see Pillow. After consulting with Pil- 
low, Floyd sent orders to Buckner to retire within the lines, 
and to repair as rapidly as j^ossible to his former position on 
the extreme right, which was in danger of attacik. By order 
of General B. B. Johnson, Colonel Drake’s brigade and the 
Twentieth Mississippi remained on the field. 

General Grant, at his interview on the flag-ship, was ad^ 
vised of the serious injury to the fleet, and infonned that 
Commodore Foote, leaving his two ironclads least injured 
to protect the transi:>oiis at the landing, would proceed to 
Cairo wdth the other two, repair them, hasten the completion 
of the Benton and mortar-boats, and return to the prosecu- 
tion of the siege. General Grant, upon this, made up his 
mind to intrench, and with reinforcements complete the 
investment of the enemy’s works. Reaching the lines about 
ane o’clock on his retura, he learned the state of afiairs, 
ordered General C. F. Smith to prepare to storm the w^orks 
in his front, repaired to the right, inspected the condition 
of the troops, and gave orders to be ready to attack when 
General Smith should make liis assault. 

The Fifty -second Indiana had been detached from Colonel 
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Cook’s brigade to watch a gap in the intrenchments, near the 
extreme right of the besieged line. At two o’clock General 
Smith ordered the assault by Lauman’s brigade ; the Fifty- 
second Indiana w’as temporarily attached to the brigade. 
The assaulting force was formed in column of battalions 
of five companies each. The Second Iowa was in advance, 
with General Smith in its centre, and followed in order by 
the Fifty-second Indiana, Twenty-fifth Indiana, Seventh 
Iowa, and Fourteenth Iowa. Birge’s 8hari)8liooter8, de- 
ployed on each flank, opened a skirmishing fire. The col- 
umn advanced silently, without firing, crushed down the 
abattis, covered the hill-side with battalions, heedless of the 
fire from the garrison, pressed on to the works, leaped over, 
formed in line, and drove the defending regiment to further 
shelter. 

Just at this time General Buckner was gaining this, the 
extreme right of the line of intrenchments, with Hanson’s 
regiment, which had left it in the morning for the sortie. 
Hanson pushed his men forward, but the works were occu- 
pied. The Thirtieth Tennessee, which had been holding 
that portion of the works during the day, fell back to an- 
other ridge or spur, between the captured work and the 
main fort. Lauman’s brigade pushed on to assault that posi- 
tion. Hanson’s regiment, the Third, Eighteenth, and Forty- 
first Tennessee and Fourteenth Mississippi, came to the aid 
of the Thirtieth ; portions of Porter’s and Graves’ batteries 
were brought up. The Forty-ninth and Fiftieth Tennessee, 
the garrison of the fort, hastened out in support. General 
Smith sent for Cook’s brigade and artillery. Lieutenant- 
Colonel McPherson sent up two ten-i>ound Parrott guns. 
Buckner held the inner ridge, to w^hich his men had retired, 
and intrenched it in the night. Smith held the works he 
had gained, an elevation as high as any within the line. Hia 
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battery established there, enfiladed part of the line still 
held, and took in reverse nearly the whole of the intrench- 
ments. In the charge, the column, including Birge’s sharp- 
shooters, but excluding the Fifty-second Indiana, lost 61 
killed and 321 wounded; of these, the Second Iowa lost 
41 killed and 157 wounded. General Smith, though sixty 
years old, spent the night without shelter, on the captured 
ridge. 

General Grant, having set in motion 0. F. Smith’s attack, 
rode to the right and ordered the troops there to take the 
offensive and regain the ground that had been lost. Gen- 
eral Lewis Wallace moved with a brigade commanded by 
Colonel Morgan L. Smith, and made of the Eighth Missouri 
and Eleventh Indiana, in advance. These two regiments 
belonged to Smith’s division, and marched from Fort Henry 
to Donelson with Wallace. Colonel M. L. Smith, in his re- 
port, calls this command the Fifth Brigade, Third Division. 
The regimental commanders in their reports style it. Fifth 
Brigade, General C. F. Smith’s division. Following wm 
Cruft’s brigade. General Wallace says, in his report: “As 
a support, two Ohio regiments, under Colonel Boss, were 
moved up and well advanced on the left flank of the assail- 
ing force, but held in reserve.” Colonel Ross, of the Sev- 
enteenth Illinois, arriving at the front that morning and 
reporting for duty, was at once assigned to the command of 
the brigade composed of the Seventeenth and Forty-ninth 
Illinois, and, as ordered by General McClernand, moved w ith 
General Wallace in support and reserve, till recalled about 
dark by McClernand. An Ohio regiment, the Twentieth, 
Colonel Whittlesey, did go out in support and reserve, but 
it was not under Colonel Ross, and it remained close to the 
enemy’s works all night. 

The column approached the ridge held by Drake’s bri- 
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gade and the Twentieth Mississippi. M. L. Smith’s brigade 
came in front, where the slope was bare ; Cruft had to push 
up tlirough bushes. General Wallace speaks with admira- 
tion of the advance by Smith. He advanced his line and 
ordered it to lie down, and to continue firing while lying 
down. As soon as the fire of the enemy on the summit 
slackened, the regiments rose, dashed up the hill, and lay 
down again before the fire from the hill-top could be made 
effective. In a short- time, wuth rapid bounds, the summit 
was gained. Cmft’s brigade i>ushed up through the bushes. 
Drake fell back within the intreneliments. Wallace sta- 
tioned his picket-line close to the enemy’s works. The re- 
tiring Confederate force took with them six captured pieces 
of artillery, several thousand small arms, and between two 
and three hundred prisoners ; but returned to their trenches 
weary, disai)pointed, disheartened. 

In the night General Floyd and General Buckner met with 
General Pillow and his staff, at General Pillow’s Jieadquar- 
ters, to consider the situation. After some recrimination 
between Pillow and Buckner whether the intention and plan 
had been to commence the retreat directly from the battle- 
field, or first to cut a way out and then return to the w^orks, 
equip for a marcli and retreat by night, it was agreed to 
evacuate that night and march out by the ground which had 
been gained. Pillow ordered the cliief quartermaster and 
the chief commissary to bum the stores at half-past five 
in the morning. Precaution w'as taken, however, before ac- 
tually preparing for the movement, to send out scouts to see 
if the way w^ere still clear. The scouts returned with re- 
port that the National forces liad reoct*upied the ground. 
This being doubted, other scouts were s(3nt out, who brought 
the same report in more i)ositive terms. Pillow i)ropo8ed 
to cut a way out. Buckner said that was now impossible, 
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and Floyd acquiesced. Pillow at last assented to this, but 
proposed to hold the fort at least one day longer and take 
the chances of getting out. Buckner said that was impossi- 
ble ; a lodgement had been made in the key of his position ; 
assault would certainly follow as soon as it was light, and 
he could not withstand it. It was remarked that no alter- 
native was left but to surrender. General Floyd said he 
would never surrender — he would die first. Pillow said sub- 
stantially the same. Buckner said, if he were in command, 
he would surrender and share the fate of the garrison. Floyd 
inquired of Buckner, “ If the command should devolve on 
you, would you permit me to take out my brigade ? ” To which 
Buckner replied, “Yes, if you leave before the terms of ca- 
pitulation are agreed on.” Forrest asked, “ Gentlemen, have 
I leave to cut my way out?” Pillow answered, “Yes, sir, 
cut your way out,” and asked, “ Is there anything wrong in 
my leaving ? ” Floyd replied, “ Eveiy" person must judge for 
himself of that ? ” Whereupon General Pillow said, “Then 
I shall leave this place.” General Floyd turned to Geneml 
Pillow and told him, “ General Pillow, I turn the command 
over, sir.” General Pillow said, “And I pass it.” General 
Buckner said, “And I assume it,” and countermanded the 
order for the destruction of the commissary and quarter- 
master stores, and ordered white flags to be prepared and 
a bugler to report to him. 

At eleven o’clock that night Floyd telegraphed to General 
A. S. Johnston a glorious victory. Four hours later, at the 
close of the council or conference, he telegraphed: “We 
are completely invested by an army many times our num- 
bers. I regret to say the unanimous opinion of the officers 
seems to be that we cannot maintain ourselves against these 
forces.” 

Colonel Forrest reported that upon examination he found 
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that deep mnd and water made an escape hy land» between 
the investing force and the river, impracticable for infantry. 
Forrest marched out with all the cavalry but Gantt’s Ten- 
nessee battalion and two companies of Helm’s Kentucky 
cavalry, taking with him the horses of Porter’s battery and 
about two hundred men of various commands. There was 
not a steamboat at the landing ; General Floyd had sent all 
up the river with wounded and prisoners. Not a skiff or 
yawl could be found. A little flatboat or scow was got by 
some means from the other side of the river, and on this 
General Pillow crossed the river with his staff and Colonel 
Gilmer. Two steamboats returned at daybreak, one of them 
bringing about four hundred raw troops.” The four hun- 
dred raw troops were dumped on shore, and Floyd took pos- 
session of the boats. Floyd’s brigade, consisting of four 
Virginia regiments and the Twentieth Mississippi, had been 
divided during the siege. The four Virginia regiments wore 
organized into two brigades, and the Twentieth Mississippi 
attached to another command. Two Virginia regiments 
were ferried across the river, and the Twentieth Mississippi, 
understanding that they w^ere to be taken on board with 
Floyd, stood on guard and kept off the growing crowd of 
clamorous soldiers while the other two Virginia regiments 
embarked. The rope w'as cut and Floyd steamed up the 
river, leaving the Tw entieth Mississippi and his aid-de-camp. 
Lieutenant Brockenridge Drake, behind. It was said after- 
ward that word wm received from General Buckner that the 
boat must leave at once, or it would not be allowed to leave. 

Soon after daybreak, Sunday the 16 th, the men of Lau- 
man’s brigade heard the notes of a bugle advancing from 
the fort. It announced an officer, who bore to General Grant 
a letter from General Buckner, i)ropoHing the appointment 
of commissioners to agree upon terms of capitulation, and 
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also propcMsing an armistice until noon. General Grant re- 
Xslied, acknowledging the receipt of the letter, and adding : 
“No terms except an unconditional and immediate surren- 
der can be accepted. I propose to move immediately uj)on 
your works.” Buckner replied: “The distribution of the 
forces under my command, incident to an unexpected change 
of commanders, and the overwhelming force under your 
command, compel me, notwithstanding the brilliant success 
of the Confederate arms yesterday, to accej)! the ungener- 
ous and unchi valrous terms which you propose.” White 
flags were displayed along the works ; the National troops 
marched in, and General Grant at once made the follow- 
ing order : “ All prisoners taken at the surrender of Fort 
Donelaon will be collected as ra][)idly as practicable near 
the village of Dover, under their respective comj)any and 
regimental commanders, or in su(di manner as may be deemed 
best by Brigadier-General S. B. Buckner, and will receive 
two days’ rations preparatory to embarking for Cairo. Pris- 
oners are to be allow^ed their clothing, blankets, and such 
privatt^ property as may be carried about the person, and 
commissioned officers will be allowed their side-amis.” 

There is disagreement as to the number of guns captured. 
There were tliirteen in the water-batteries and eight in the 
fort. Besides, there were eight artillery companies, whose 
field-pieces were disposed in nine positions along the line of 
intrenchments. Six of these comiianies were those of Maney, 
Porter, Graves, Green, Guy, Jackson. The other two are called 
Boss and Mumay in the account in the Nashville Patriot, and 
called Parker and French on the pen-sketch of the works show- 
ing the position of the light batteries, found among the Con- 
federate records. The number of jiieces in these batteries 
is not given. Badeau gives the number of guns surrendered 
at sixty-five, and no reason is seen why that is not correct. 
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There is no means of determining with any precision the 
number of the garrison. General Grant, on the day of the 
surrender, reported the number of prisoner taken as twelve 
to fifteen thousand. Badeau says the number captured was 
11,623; and that rations were issued at Cairo to that num- 
ber of prisoners taken at Fort Donelson. According to a 
report or estimate made by Major Johnson, of the first Mis- 
sissippi, and found among his j>apei*8 in Mississippi in 1864, 
the number “ engaged ” was 15,246, and the number suiTon- 
dered 11,738. Geneml Floyd gives no estimate. General 
Pillow, in his brief to the Secretary of War of the Confed- 
eracy, defending himself from charges, gives thirteen thou- 
sand as about the number engaged in the defence ; wdiilo 
General Buckner, in a report made after he was exclianged, 
says the aggregate of the army within the works was never 
greater than twelve thousand. An estimate publisluMl in 
the Nashville Patriot soon after the surrender makes the 
number engaged 13,82J. 

Major Brown’s estimate W'as evid(?ntly the most deliberate 
and careful, yet it is not free from error. It is not accurnto 
in the number of casualties. The regiim'ntal rei>ortH made 
after the surrender are not nunuTous, but they present some 
means of testing Major Brown’s estimate. According to 
tliat estimate, the Eightli Kentucky lost 11) killed and 41 
wounded ; according to the oflicial report of Colomd Simoii- 
ton, commanding the brigade, the loss of the Eighth Ken- 
tucky w^as 27 killed and 72 w'oumhsl. Accrording to IVLijor 
Brown’s estimate, two of the Virginia regiments lost none 
killed or wounded, and the aggregate! of the loss of the four 
regiments W'as 13 killed and 113 wounded; according to 
the brigade reports, every regiment lost b(»th killed and 
wounded, the aggregate being 41 killed and 166 wounded. 
Major Brown’s estimate omits the Kentucky cavalry bat- 
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talion of three companies. It names also only seven artil- 
lery companies, while the Nashville Patriot's account and the 
memorandum on the manuscript plan of the intrenchments 
name eight. This estimate is also incomplete. It gives 
only the number engaged belonging to regiments and com- 
panies, and thereby excludes brigade and division command- 
ers, and their staff and enlisted men at their headquarters ; 
it also excludes the “four hundred raw troops” (the reports 
give them no other designation) who arrived too late to be 
engaged, but in time to be surrendered ; and the estimate 
being only of those engaged, excludes sick, special duty 
men, and all except the muskets and sabres present for duty 
in the works. Such an estimate of “ effective ” or “ en- 
gaged ” is no l)asi8 for a statement of the number surren- 
dered. The morning report of Colonel Bailey’s regiment, the 
Forty-ninth Tennessee, for January 14th, was 680 effectives 
out of an aggregate of 777. His last morning report before 
the suiTender wa« 393 effectives out of an aggregate of 773. 
Major Brown’s estimate gives this regiment 372 engaged. 
Colonel Bailey’s morning repoii, of those present with him 
on the way from Donelson to Cairo, which included none 
from hospitals, was, officers and men, 490. 

There is no report of tnistwortliy accuracy, gi\ung either 
the aggregate or the effective strength. Ten thousand five 
hundred prisoners w^ero put into the charge of Colonel Wliit- 
tlesey, of the Twentieth Ohio ; of which number he sent north, 
guarded by his own regiment, about six thousand three hun- 
dred ; another, but much smaller body, was put into the hands 
of Colonel Sweeney. Besides these, w^ere the wounded and 
sick in hospital, in camp, and some left on the field. Col- 
onel Whittlesey, at the time, estimated the entire number 
taken charge of, including sick and wounded, at 13,(XK). 
General Floyd said that the boats which carried across and 
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up the river his four Virginia regiments, took at the same 
time about as many other troops ; and he say^ he took up 
the river with him 986, officers and men, of the four Vir- 
ginia regiments. Pillow reported, on March 14th, that sev- 
eral thousand infantry had got out in one way or other, 
many of whom were at that time with liim at Decatur, Ala., 
and the rest under orders to rendezvous there. They con- 
tinued slipping out after the surrender. General B. R. John- 
son, on the Tuesday after the sun-ender, not having reported 
or been enrolled as a prisoner, walked with a fellow-officer 
out of the intreuchments at mid-day, and, not being chal- 
lenged, continued beyond the National camps and escaped. 
The accounts of the escape by boat with Floyd, on horae 
w ith Forrest, and by parties slipping out by day and by night 
through the forest and undergrowth and the devious ra- 
vines, fairly show that 5,000 must have es(^aped. There was 
scarcely a regiment or battery, if, indeed, there W'as a sin- 
gle regiment or battery, from w hieh some did not escape. 
Eleven hundred and thirty-four wounded were sent up the 
river by boat the evening before the surrender, and General 
Pillow estimated the killed at over four hundred and fifty. 
This accounts for an aggregate of over nineteen thousand 
five hundred, sufficiently near the estimate of nineteen thou- 
sand six hundred — the number in the place during the siege, 
and the additional four hundred, who arrived only in time 
to be surrendered. 

General Floyd sunnised the killed and W'ounded to be 
fifteen hundred. Pillow' estimated them at two thousand. 
The National loss was, in McClemand’s division, 1,445 killed 
and wounded, and 74 missing ; in C. F. Smith’s division, 300 
killed, 1,045 wounded, and 167 missing ; and in Lewis Wal- 
lace’s division, 39 killed, 248 w'ounded, and 5 missing — mak- 
ing an aggiegate of 3,329 killed, wounded, and missing. 
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General Grant sat down before the place Wednesday the 
12th, at noon, with 15,000 men, and with that number closed 
in upon the works and made vigorous assaults next day. 
Reinforcements began to arrive at the landing Thursday 
evening, and when the place surrendered his army had 
grown by reinforcements to twenty-seven thousand. Grant 
liad no artillery but the eight field-batteries which he brought 
over from Fort Henry to Donelson. These w’ere not fixed in 
position and protected by earthworks, but were moved from 
place to place and used as batteries in the field. 

The defensive line from Columbus to Bowling Green, 
broken by the capture of Fort Henry, was now shattered. 
General A. S. Jolinston evacuated Bowling Green on Feb- 
ruary 14tli, and on the 17tli and 18tli moved with the main 
body of his troops from Naslmlle to Murfreesboro. Tlie 
rear-guard left Nashville on the night of the 23d, and the 
advance of Bueirs army appeared next morning on the oj?- 
posite bank of the river. Columlms was evacuated shortly 
after. The National authority was re-established over the 
whole of Kentucky, the State of Tennessee was opened to 
the advance of both army and fleet, and the Missi8sii)pi was 
cleared down to Island Number Ten. 

General Hal leek telegmidied on February 17th, the day 
after the surrender, to General McClellan : “ Make Buell, 
Grant, and Pope major-generals of volunteers, and give 
me command in the West. I ask this in return for Donel- 
son and Henry.” Next day, the 18th, he telegraphed to 
General Hunter, commanding the Department ,of Kansas, 
thanking him for his aid in sending troops ; and to Grant, 
ordering him not to let the gunboats go up higher than 
Clarksville, whence they must return to Cairo immediately 
upon the destruction of the bridge and milroad. On the 
19th he telegraphed to Washington : “Smith, by his cool- 
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ness and bravery at Fort Donelson, when the battle was 
against ns, turned the tide and oarriod the enemy’s out- 
works. Make him a major-general. You cannot get a bet- 
ter one. Honor him for this victory, and the whole country 
will applaud.” On the 20th he telegraphed to McClellan, 
“I must have command of the aimies in the West. Hesita- 
tion and delay are losing us the golden opportunity.” Upon 
the receipt in Washington of the news of the surrender of 
Fort Donelson, the President at once appointed Grant 
major-general, and the Stuiate immediately confirmed the 
appointment. Buell and Pope shortly after received the 
same promotion. Later, in March, C. F. Smith, McClernand, 
and Lewis Wallace were confirmed to the same rank. On 
March 11th, General Halleck was assigned to the command 
of the Department of the Mississippi, embracing all the 
trooi^s west of a line drawn north and south indefinitely 
through Knoxville, Tenn., and east of the western boun- 
dary of Arkansas and Missouri. On Fel)ruary ]r>tli. Grant 
had been assigned to the command of the Military Distnxjt of 
Tennessee, the limits of which w(*ro not defined, and General 
W. T. Sherman succeeded to the command of the District of 
Cairo. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


NEW MADRID AND ISLAND NUMBER TEN. 

A DIVISION belonging to General Pope’s command in Mis- 
souri went with General Curtis to Pea Ridge and Arkansas. 
A considerable portion of what was left was sent up the Ten- 
nessee and Cumberland to General Grant. On February 
14, 1862, General Po|)e was summoned to St. Louis by Gen- 
eral Halleck, and on the 18th General Halleck pointed out 
to him the situation at New Madrid and Island No. Ten, and 
directed him to organize and command a force for their re- 
duction. On the 19th Pope loft for Cairo to defend it from 
an attack thei apprehended from Columbus. This appre- 
hension being found to be groundless, he proceeded by steam- 
boat, with a guard of 140 men, thirty miles up the river, and 
began at once to organize his expedition. 

Major-General Polk, commanding at Columbus, having 
received instructions from the Confederate War Department, 
through General Beauregard, to evacuate Columbus and 
select a defensive position below, adopted that embracing 
Madrid Bend on the Tennessee shore, New Madrid on the 
Missouri shore, and Island No. Ten between them. The 
bluffs on the Missouri shore terminate abruptly at Com- 
merce. Thence to Helena, Arkansas, the west bank of the 
Mississippi is everywhere low and flat, and in many places 
on the river, and to much greater extent a few miles back 
from the river, is a swamp. From Columbus to Fort Pillow, 
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the Tennessee shore is of the same character. The river 
flowing almost due south for some miles to Madrid Bend, 
curves there to the west of north to New Madrid, and there 
making another bend, sweeps to the southeast and then 
nearly east, till, reaching Tiptonville, a point nearly due 
south of Madrid Bend, it turns again to the south. Island 
No. Ten begins at Madrid Bend mid looks up the straight 
stretch of the river. From Island No. Eight, about four 
miles above Island No. Ten, the distance across the land to 
New Madrid is six miles, while by river it is fifteen. The 
distance overland from Island No. Ten to Tiptonville is five 
miles, while by water it is twenty-seven. Commencing at 
Hickman, between Madrid Bend and Columlms, a great 
swamp, which for a i)art of its extent is a sheet of water 
called Reelfoot Lalce, extends along the left bank of the 
Mississippi, and disdiarges its waters into the Mississippi 
forty miles below Tijitonville, leaving between it and the 
river the peninsula which lies immediately below Island 
No. Ten, and opposite New Madrid. Immediately below 
Tiptonvulle the swamp for many miles extends entirely to 
the river. The i)eninsula is, therefore, substantially an 
island, having the Mississippi on three sides, and Reelfoot 
Lake, with its enveloping swamp, on the otlier. A good 
road led from the Tennessee shore, opposite Island No. Ten, 
along the w^cst border of the sw amp and the lake to Tipton- 
ville. The only means of supply, therefore, for the forces 
on Island No. Ten and this i)enin8iila, were by the river. If 
the river were blockaded at New Madnd, supplies must be 
landed at Tiptonville and conveyed across the neck of tho 
peninsula by the road. From this jienirisula there was no 
communication with the interior except by a small flat- 
boat w^hich plied across Reelfoot Lake, more than a mile 
across, by a channel cut through the cypress-trees which 
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cover the lake. Supplies and reinforcements could not, 
therefore, be brought to any considerable extent by the land 
side ; nor could escape, except by small parties, be made in 
that direction. A mile below Tiptonville begin the great 
swamps on both sides of the Mississippi. If batteries could 
be i)lanted on the lowest dry ground, opposite and below 
Tiptonville, so as to command the river and effectually in- 
tercept navigation, the garrison of Island No. Ten and its 
supports would be cut off from reinforcements and from 
escape. 

General Polk began the evacuation of Columbus on Feb- 
niary 25th. One hundred and forty pieces of artillery were 
mounted in the works. All these, except two thirty-two- 
pounders and several carronades, which were spiked and left, 
were taken to Island No. Ten and the works in connection 
with it. Brigadier-General McCown with his division went 
down the river to Island No. Ten, on February 27th, and 
General Stewart, with a brigade, followed to New Madrid on 
March Ist. The rest of the infantry marched under Gene- 
ral Cheatham, by land, March 1st to Union City. Next day 
General Polk, having sent off the bulk of the great stores 
accumulated at this place, destroyed the remainder and 
moved away wuth his staff and the cavalry. The force that 
went from Columbus to Island No. Ten included General 
Trudeau’s command of ten companies of heavy artillery and 
the Southern Guards who acted as heavy artillery. The 
light batteries were brigaded with the infantiy. 

Some progress had been made in throwing up batteries on 
the island and at the bend. Sappers and miners were at once 
set to work, aided by the companies of heavy artillery and 
details from the infantry. By March 12th, four batteries, 
scarcely above the water-level, were completed on the island 
and armed with twenty-three guns, and five batteries on the 
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main-land, armed with twenty -four guns. Battery No. 1, on 
the main -land, called the Redan, armed with six guns, was 
three thousand yards in an air-line above the point of the 
island. A line of infantry intrenchments, en crkmaill^re, ex- 
tended from the Redan to the water of a bayou which connects 
with Reelfoot Lake. A floating battery, anchored near the 
lower end of the island, added ten guns to its defence. 
Later, a fifth battery was erected on the island, and the num- 
ber of guns in batteiy on the island and on the mainland, at 
the bend, was increased to fifty-four, exclusive of the floating 
battery. On the Missouri shore a bastioned redoubt, called 
Fort Thompson, with fourteen guns, stood below the town, 
and an earthwork with seven guns, called Fort Bankhead, just 
above the town. Infantiy intrenchments extended these forts, 
and a field-battery of six jneces w as added to the armament of 
the upper fort. Commodore Hollins, of the Confederate navy, 
aided the land-forces with eight gunboats. General McCowm, 
making an inspecting visit to the x>osition on February 25tb, 
found there Colonel Gantt, of Arkansas, with the Eleventh 
and Tw'elfth Arkansas, and two artillery companies, acting as 
gan*ison to Fort Thompson, and at once, before returning to 
Columbus, ordered Colonel L. M. Walker, with two regi- 
ments from Fort Pillow, to guard the defences just above 
New Madrid. 

General Poi)e having landed at Commerce with 140 men, 
regiments and batteries rapidly arrived from Cairo, St. Louis, 
and Cincinnati. With the assistance of able and experienced 
officers, Generals Schuyler Hamilton, Stanley, Palmer, and 
Granger, the troops were brigaded, divisions formed, and the 
command organized. Colonel Plummer being promoted to 
brigadier-general after the arrival before New Madrid, the 
organization was modified. As finally organized, it comprised 
five small infantry divisions. First, commanded by General 
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B. 8. Stanley, comprising First Brigade, Colonel John Groes- 
beck, Twenty-seventh and Thirty-ninth Ohio ; and Second 
Brigade, Colonel J. L. K. Smith, Forty-third and Sixty-third 
Ohio. Second Division, General Schuyler Hamilton, com- 
prising First Brigade, Colonel W. H. Worthington, Fifth 
Iowa and Fifty-ninth Indiana ; and Second Brigade, Colonel 
N. Perczell, Twenty-sixth Missouri Infantry and Sands’ Elev- 
enth Ohio Battery. Third Division, General J. N. Palmer, 
comprising First Brigrade, Colonel J. R. Slack, Thirty-fourth 
and Forty-seventh Indiana; and Second Brigade, Colonel 
G. N. Fitch, Forty-third and Forty -sixth Indiana Infantry, 
Seventh Illinois Cavalry, and Company G, First Missouri 
Light Artillery. Fourth Division, comprising First Brigade, 
Colonel J. D. Morgan, Tenth and Sixteenth Illinois ; and 
Second Brigade, Colonel G. W. Gumming, Twenty-sixth and 
Fifty-first Illinois, First Illinois Cavalry, and a battalion of 
Yate’s sharpshooters. Fifth Division, General J. B. Plum- 
mer, comprising First Brigade, Colonel John Bryner, Forty- 
seventh Illinois and Eighth Wisconsin ; and Second Brigade, 
Colonel J. M. Loomis, Twenty-second Illinois, Eleventh Mis- 
souri Infantry, and Company M, First Missouri Light Artillery. 
Besides these was a cavalry division, commanded by General 
Gordon Granger, comprising the Second and Third Michigan 
Cavalry; also an artillery division, commanded by Major 
W^ L. Lothrop, comprising the following batteries : Second 
Iowa, Third Michigan, Company F, Second United States 
Artillery, Houghtaling’s Ottawa Light Artillery, Fifth, Sixth, 
and Seventh Batteries of the First Wisconsin Artillery, and 
De Golyer’s battery, afterward Company H, of the First Michi- 
gan Artillery. In addition to these was a command under 
Colonel J. W. Bissel, called the Engineer’s Regiment of 
the West, comprising the Fifteenth Wisconsin and Twenty- 
second Missouri Infantry, the Second Iowa Cavaliy, a com- 
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pany of the Fomih United States Cavalry, a company of the 
First United States Infantry, and battalion of the Second Il- 
linois Cavalry. The army commander, the division com- 
manders, and other officers, nearly a dozen in all, were gradu- 
ates of West Point. The men of this army had, therefore, 
better opportunity than most others to learn quickly some- 
thing of the business of military life, and acquire habits of 
military discipline. 

The road from Commerce to New Madrid was, for the most 
part, a dilapidated corduroy, tumbling about a broken 
causeway through a swamp. M. Jeff. Thompson, “ Brig- 
adier-General of the Missouri State Guard,” designed to 
hold a very important session of the Missouri Legislature,” 
at New Madrid, on March 3d — a session which was to last, 
however, but one day. When General Pope moved out from 
Commerce, on February 28th, Schuyler Hamilton in front, 
Thompson undertook to oppose the advance with a detach- 
ment of his irregular command and three light pieces of 
rifled artillery. The Seventh Illinois Cavalry charged, cap- 
tured the three guns, took two officers and several enlisted 
men prisoners, and chased Thompson and the rest of his 
band sixteen miles, almost to the outskirts of New Madrid. 
Dragging through the mud by short marches, Hamilton’s 
division reached New Madrid on the morning of March 3d. 
Deploying, with the Twenty-seventh and Thirty-ninth Ohio 
in front as skirmishers, Hamilton marched upon the town, 
pushed the enemy’s pickets back into the intrenchments, 
developed the line of intrenchment, drew the fire of its 
armament — twenty-four, thirty-two, and sixty-four pounders 
and field-pieces. The gunboats of Commodore Hollins* 
fleet took i)art in the engagement. The water in the river 
was so high that it lifted the guns on the boats above the 
banks. The reconnoissance developed the fact that the in- 
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trencliments could be carried by assault, but could not be 
held so long as the gunboats could lay the muzzles of their 
heavy guns upon the river-bank and sweep the whole inte- 
rior. 

The reconnoissance made by General Hamilton showed 
the necessity of having siege-guns. The troops were put 
into camp about two miles back from the river ; urgent re- 
quest was sent to Cairo for heavy artillery, and parties were 
pushed forward every day to harass the garrison and keep 
them occupied. Colonel Plummer (soon after brigadier^ 
general and commanding a division of his own) was detached 
from Hamilton’s division and sent with the Eleventh Mis- 
souri, Twenty-sixth and Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry, four 
guns of the First Missouri Light Artillery, and one company 
of engineer troops, together with two companies of cavalry, 
to act as outpost toward the interior — to Point Pleasant. 
The object was to attempt by field-pieces to stop the pas- 
sage of transport steamboats up and down the river. Colonel 
Plummer, leaving camp at noon, March 5th, proceeding by a 
circuitous road to avoid passing along the river-bank, halted 
for the night in bivouac, without fires, within three or four 
miles of the town. A gunboat prevented his cavalry and 
artillery from occupying the town next day, but was driven 
away by the fire of the infantry. The infantry and engi- 
neers prosecuted the work of digging rifle-pits, and in the 
night places were sunk for the field-pieces by excavating 
ne^?ir the edge of the bank. By morning of March 7th the 
four guns were in position, planted apart, with lines of rifle- 
pits connecting them. When discovered, the gunboats im- 
mediately began a furious assault. Plummer’s artillery 
wasted no ammunition in useless fire upon the iron-plated 
boats, and his guns were so shielded by their position in 
sunken batteries, back from the edge of the bank, that the 
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fire of the gunboats passed harmless overhead. The delib- 
erate fire of sharpshooters from the rifle-pits, however, 
searching every opened porthole, pilot-house, and every ex- 
posed point, was so annoying that the fleet withdrew. Every 
day the gunboats opened upon the position, either in station- 
ary attack or while passing up and down the river. But, to 
avoid the harassing fire from the rifle-pits, they kept, after 
the first few attacks, near the opposite shore of the river. 
The steamboats used as transports did not venture to pass 
up or down the river in face of Plummer’s batteries, and 
the enemy was restricted to the landing at Tiptonville and 
boats below for all communication. 

On the 6th, General Pope telegraphed that Colonel Plum- 
mer had not yet been able to efiect his lodgement at Point 
Pleasant, but that the sharpshooters were trying to drive 
the artillerymen of the gunboats from their pieces. Next 
day, the 7th, General Halleck telegraphed to Pope : After 
securing the roads so as to prevent the enemy’s advance 
north, you will withdraw your remaining forces to Sikeston, 
and thence to Bird’s Point or Commerce for embarkation. 
They will proceed up the Tennessee to reinforce General C. 
F. Smith. Good luck.” On the same day, the 7th, General 
Pope reported by telegraph Plummer’s success in establish- 
ing himself, and nothing more was heard about abandoning 
the expedition. 

General Pope had asked for lifled thirty-twos. General 
Cnllum, Halleck’s chief of staff, who was stationed at Cairo 
and had immediate charge and supervision of sending rein- 
forcements and supplies to the armies in Halleck’s depart- 
ment, not finding rifled thirty-twos, obtained three twenty- 
four-pounders and one eight-inch howitzer. Colonel Bissell, 
of the engineer regiment, who was in Cairo waiting for them, 
received these four pieces on March 11th. They were 
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shipped across flie river to Bird’s Point, and sent by rail to 
Sikeston. At Sikeston a detachment from the company of 
regular artillery, with horses, as well as the regiment of en- 
gineers, were waiting. The jueces W’ere quickly unshipped 
and mounted on carriages. The engineers had such success 
in repairing the road, and the artillery in conducting the 
pieces, that all anived in good order about sunset of the 
12th. 

Major Lathrop, commanding the artilleiy, had, on the 
nth, reconnoitered the gi*ound and selected a position about 
eight hundred yards in front of Fort Thompson, for batte- 
ries to contain the siege-guns. On Colonel Bissell’s arrival, 
he went again to the front and pointed out the position se- 
lected. About dusk, two comx)anies of the Thirty-ninth 
Ohio, deployed as skirmishers, drove back the enemy’s pick- 
ets toward the w’orks. At nine o’clock p.m.. Colonel Bissell 
and Major Lathrop arrived on the ground with Colonel 
Morgan, who had with him the Tenth and six comjmnies of 
the Sixteenth Illinois. The Tenth Illinois, advancing in 
open order, pushed the enemy’s })iokets still farther back 
and close to their works. The six companies of the Six- 
teenth followed with picks and spades. Two comj^anies of 
the Tenth, deployed as skirmishers, were pushed forward, 
covering the front and flanks of the party, with orders not 
to fire even if fired upon. The remaining eight companies 
of the Tenth Illinois joined the Sixteenth as a working party. 
The lines of two batteries for two guns each, and lines of 
infantry intrenchments, had now been traced. The fourteen 
companies worked with such zeal that the works were com- 
pleted by three o’clock a. m. Ca2)tain Mower, of the First 
United States Infantry, who, with Companies A and H of liis 
regiment, had been put in command of the siege-artillery, put 
the four pieces in position; Colonel Morgan, recalling hi« 
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pickets, posted his command in the trenched General Stan- 
ley moved out with liis division in support, and, at daylight. 
Mower opened fire upon Fort Thompson. 

The force in Forts Thompson and Bankhead numbered 
about three thousand effectives, according to General A. P. 
Stewart, who had general command of both ; thirty-five hun- 
dred, according to General Gantt, who commanded at Fort 
Thompson, and had been promoted after being assigned to 
the command. The fire from Captain Mower’s guns was the 
first notice General Gantt or his men had of the erection of 
the batteries. Fort Thompson replied with all its guns. 
Fort Bankhead joined with its heavy ordnance and field-bat- 
tery. Commodore Hollins brought his fleet close in shore 
and aided the bombardment. Captain Mower, by direction 
of General Pope, i:>aid little heed to the forts, but directed 
most of his fire to the boats. The forts on either side were 
little injured. One twenty-four pounder in Mower’s battery, 
and one thirty-two in Fort Thompson, were disabled. The 
gunboats were struck, but not seriously injured. 

In the evening, General McCown visited Commodore Hol- 
lins on his flag-ship, and, after a conference, sent for General 
Stewart. Commodore Hollins stated that he had been posi- 
tively assured that heavy artillery could not be brought over 
the wet and swamj)y country, and he was not prepared to 
encounter it. General McCown said it was evident to him 
that Pope intended, by regular ai)proaches, to cut off Fort 
Thompson. He told A. P. Stewart that reinforcements could 
not be expected within ten days. Stewart said he could not 
hold out three days. All agreed, then, that the forts must be 
evacuated, and immediately. 

About ten o’clock p.m. a gunboat and two transports re- 
ported to Colonel Walker at Fort Bankhead, and General 
Stewart proceeded with two gunboats to Fort Thompson. 
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According to Colonel Walker’s report, the evacuation and 
embarkation at his post was orderly, though impeded by a 
heavy rain-stonn, and restricted by the very insufficient 
transportation afforded by the boats. He was unable to 
caiTy off any of the heavy guns, but succeeded in shipping 
the guns of Bankhead’s field-battery, leaving their limbers 
and caissons behind. General Gantt’s report represents a like 
state of affairs at Fort Thompson. But, according to Gen- 
eral Stewart’s report, his directions were imperfectly carried 
out. One twenty-four j)ounder was pulled off its platform 
into the swamp in its rear, where it sank so deep in the mud 
that it was impossible to move it. No attempt was made to 
remove moi'e. The storm began at eleven o’clock. “The 
rain was unusually violent, and the night became so dark 
that it was difficult to see, except by the flashes of lightning. 
The men became sullen and indifferent — indisposed to work. 
I spent some time in collecting together such of them as 
were idle and urged them to cairy off tlie boxes of ammuni- 
tion from the magazine, and pass them aboard the boat. At 
length I learned from Captain Stewart tliat all the guns had 
been spiked, that rat -tail files had been sent up for the pur- 
jiose from one of the gunboats, with orders to spike the guns. 
I replied that no such orders had been given by me, that the 
spiking of the guns should have been the last thing done.” 
“ Soon after this an artilleiy officer informed me that Gantt’s 
regiment was going aboard the boats, that Captain Carter 
was hurrying them, telling them he intended to save his 
boats, and would leave them to shift for themselves if the 
enemy fired.” “ I directed the artillery officers, before the 
boats left, to make an effort to get their tents on board. 
They subsequently reported that they could not get many of 
the men together in the darkness and rain, nor induce the 
few whom they did collect to do anything at it.” General 
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Stewart ordered the pickets who had been sent ont to cover 
the movement to be recalled, and the tents and quarters to 
be searched. Thirteen men, however, were left. One of the 
gunboats took in tow a wharf-boat at the landing, which was 
used as a hospital and contained several hundred sick. Be- 
tween three and four o^clock in the morning the boats pulled 
out and left. 

Morgan’s brigade, after constructing the works in the night 
of the 12th, remained in the trenches till relieved early in the 
morning of the 14th. At two o’clock a.m. of the 14th, Gen- 
eral Hamilton advanced with his division to relieve General 
Stanley in supx)ort, and with Slack’s brigade of Palmer’s 
division to relievo Morgan’s brigade in the trenches. “ The 
darkness was i)alpable, the rain poured down in torrents, the 
men were obliged to wade through pools knee-deej^. Silence 
having been strictly enjoined, the division, hojung to have 
the honor of leading in the assault on the enemy’s works, 
moved steadily forward with cheerful alacrity ; those assigned 
to that duty taking post in the rifle-i)its half full of w^ator, 
without a murmur.” A heavy fog obscured the dawn. About 
six o’clock two deserters rej^j^rted that the fort had been 
hastily abandoned in the night, after a portion of the guns 
had been spiked. Cai)tain Mower and Lieutenant Fletcher, 
commanding the two companies in charge of the siege-guns, 
were dispatched into the fort to hoist the American flag. 
Two fleld-batteries, besides the heavy artillery, great quanti- 
ties of ammunition for small arms as well as for the artillery, 
tents, stores of all sorts, the wagons, horses, and mules of 
the troops at Fort Thompson, were found. The wagons and 
animals at Fort Bankhead had been sent across the river a 
few days before. General Beauregard, whose command in- 
cluded these defences, ordered an inquiry into the facts of 
the evacuation of New Madrid. The inspecting officer re- 
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ported substantially in accordance with the report of General 
A. P. Stewart. 

Immediately the evacuation was confirmed, Hamilton’s divi- 
sion was moved into the works and their guns were turned 
toward the river. Without delay, batteries were at night 
sunk at points along the river just back of the river-bank, and 
the captured siege-guns, hauled laboriously by hand down the 
the strip of more solid ground between the river and swamp, 
were placed in position in them. The lowest battery was 
below Point Pleasant, and opposite and a little below Tip- 
tonville. This extended General Pope’s line seventeen miles 
along the river. The lowest battery commanded the lowest 
solid ground on the Tennessee shore — all below was swamp. 
This battery, if maintained, cut off the enemy alike from re- 
treat, and from reinforcements and sui^plies. When the 
morning of the 15th disclosed the muzzles of the heavy guns 
peering over the river-bank as over a parapet, five gunboats 
moved uj) within three hundred yards, and with furious can- 
nonade strove to destroy them. In an hour and a half one 
gunboat was sunk, others damaged, gunners on them shot 
from the rifle-pits on shore, and the fleet retired. 

On March 15th, Commodore Foote moved with his fleet of 
gunboats and mortar-boats to the neighborhood of Island 
No. 10, and next day engaged the batteries on the island and 
the main-land, at long range, to ascertain their position and 
armament. Next day five gunboats and four mortar-boats 
moved down to within two thousand yards of the upper bat- 
tery or redan, and opened fire. The batteries on main-land 
and island replied. One hundred pieces of heavy ordnance 
rent the quivering air with their thunder. The rampart of 
the redan had been constructed twenty-four feet thick, but 
the high water beating against it had washed it, and, by per- 
colation, softened it. The heavy shot from the gunboats 
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passed thongh it. Thirteen-inch shells exploding in the 
ground made caverns in the soil. Water stood on the ground 
within, and the artillerists waded in mud and water. The 
conflict lasted till evening. The staff of the signal-flag used 
in the redan was shattered by a shot ; but the ofiicer, Lieu- 
tenant Jones, picking up the flag, and using his arm as a 
staff, continued signalling. The rampart of the redan was 
tom and ridged, and one sixty-four gun was dismounted and 
another injured, an officer killed, and seven enlisted men 
wounded. On the island a one hundred and twenty-eight 
pound gun burst. In the fleet a gun burst on the Pittsburg, 
killing and wounding fourteen men. 

The fleet and batteries exchanged fire with greater or less 
severity every day. On the 21st, another large gun, called 
the Belmont, burst on the island. In the course of these 
engagements the redan was finally knocked to pieces and 
ceased to reply ; and, on Ajuil 1st, an expedition from the 
fleet landed, drove off a detachment of the First Alabama 
wdiich was guarding it, and si)iked its guns. The work of 
erecting new batteries and mounting guns, as well as repair- 
ing damages, was continued as long as the island was oc- 
cupied. 

On the night of March 17th, General McCown left for 
Fort Pillow with the Eleventh, Twelfth, and Colonel Ken- 
nedy’s Louisiana, Fourth, Fifth, and Thirty-first Tennessee, 
Bankhead’s and six guns of Captain R. C. Stewart’s bat- 
teries, and Neely’s and Haywood’s cavalry, leaving at Mad- 
rid Bend the First Alabama, Eleventh and Tw^elfth Arkansas, 
and Terry’s Arkansas Battalion, three Tennessee regiments, 
commanded respectively by Colonels Brown, Clark, and 
Henderson, Colonel Baker’s regiment of twelve companies 
called the Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi regiment, five 
guns of Captain Stewart’s field-battery, and Captain Hud* 
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son’s and Captain Wheeler’s cavalry. Besides these were 
the companies of heavy artillery, and what other troops, on 
the island and below, the reports do not show. Most, if not 
all of the troops taken to Fort Pillow by General McOown, 
proceeded to Corinth and joined the force which General A. 
S. Johnston was gathering there. General McCown on his 
return arrived below Tiptonville on March 20th, and estab- 
lished his headquarters at Madrid Bend next day. 

General Pope had now established his army and batteries 
on the right bank of the river, so as to prevent the escape of 
the enemy until the river should fall. To capture them he 
must cross the river. General Hallock telegraj)lied to him 
on March 16th to constract a road, if possible, through the 
swamp above the bayou, which comes into tlig river just 
above New Madrid, to a point on the Missouri shore opposite 
Island No. Ten, and transfer thither enough of his force to 
erect batteries and aid the fleet in the bombardment of the 
island. Pojje despatched Colonel Bissell to examine the 
conntiy with this view, directing him at the same time, if he 
found it impracticable to build the road, to ascertain if it 
w^ere possible to dig a canal across the peninsula, from some 
point above the island to New Madrid. The idea of the 
canal w^as suggested to General Pope by General Sclmyler 
Hamilton, an officer whose gentle refinement veiled his ab- 
solute resolution and endurance till they were called into 
practice by danger and privation. 

Colonel Bissell found no place where a road could be con- 
structed ; but, by following up the bayou (called John’s Bayou 
in the Confederate reports, called Wilson’s Bayou on the 
map made by the United States engineers) which comes 
into the river immediately above New Madrid, he traced it 
into the swamp and found that, in connection with depres- 
sions and sloughs, a continuous, though tortuous water-way 
6 
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could be gained at that high stage of water, from a point in 
the river between Islands Eight and Nine and the river at 
New IVIadrid. The length of this channel was twelve miles. 
Part of it had to be excavated to get sufficient depth ; for 
six miles it passed through a thick forest of large trees. 

General Pope immediately sent to Cairo for four light- 
draught steamers, and tools, implements, and supplies needed 
to cut a navigable way. Colonel Bissell was at once ordered 
to set his entire command at work, and to call upon the land 
force on the fleet for aid if needed. For six miles Bissell 
had to cut through the forest a channel fifty feet wide and 
four and a half feet deep. Sawing through the trunks of 
large trees four and a half feet under the surface of the cold 
water was a work of extreme toil and great exposure. The 
trees when felled had to be disentangled, cut up, and thrust 
among the standing trees. Overhanging boughs of trees, 
growing outside the channel, had to be lopped off. Shallow 
places were excavated. The whole had to be done from the 
decks of the little working-boats, or by men standing in the 
water. The men were urged to incessant labor; yet they 
toiled with such ardor that urging was not needed. General 
Halleck telegraphed to Pope, Friday, March 21st, that he 
would not hamper him with any minute instructions, but 
would leave him to accomplish the object according to his 
own judgment, and added : “ Buell will be with Grant and 
Smith by Monday.” In nineteen days, April 4th, the way 
was open and clear; and on the 5th, steamers and barges 
were brought through near to the lower mouth, but not near 
enough to be in view from the river. 

The Confederate officers on the island were aware of the 
attempt to secure this cut-off across the peninsula. Captain 
Gray, engineer, in a rejmrt or memorandum, dated March 
29th, spoke of ‘‘ the canal being cut by the enemy,” and 
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of heavy guns planted to be used against any boat that 
might issue from the bayou, as well as batteries erected 
along the shore, from about a mile and a half below New 
Madrid down to Tiptomdlle. But General MoCown, when 
turning over the command to General W, W. Maokall, who 
relieved him on March Slst, said to him that the National 
troops were endeavoring to cut a canal across the peninsula, 
but they would fail, and that Mackall would find the posi- 
tion safe until the river fell, but no longer. 

The task which General Pope had proposed to himself — to 
cross a wide, deep, rapid river, in the face of an enemy holding 
the farther shore in force, was sufficiently arduous at first. 
Now that Captain Gray’s industry had lined the river-shore 
with batteries ai-med with tw'enty-four, thirty-two, and sixty- 
four pound guns, and eight-inch howitzers and columbiads, 
sufficient to blow out of the water any unarmed steamer that 
should venture to cross, the task was impracticable with his 
present resoui’ces. He api)lied to Commodore Foote, and 
urgently repeated the ai:)plication, for two gunboats, or even 
one, to be sent down the river some dark night to engage 
these batteries below New Madrid. But the Commodore 
was not willing to risk his boats in a voyage along the front 
of miles of batteries, and declined. On March 28th Halleck 
telegi’aphed : “ I have telegraidied to Commodore Foote to 
give you all the aid in his x^ower. You have a difficult x^rob- 
lem to solve. I will not embaiTass you with instmctions. 
I leave you to act as your judgment may deem best.” 

Pope set to work to make floating-batteries, to be manned 
by his troox>8. Each battery consisted of three heavy barges, 
lashed together and bolted with iron. The middle barge 
was bulkheaded all around, so as to have four feet of thick- 
ness of solid timber at both the ends and the sides. Three 
heavy guns were mounted on it and protected by traverses 
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of sand-bags. It also carried eighty sharpshooters. The 
barges outside of it had a first layer, in the bottom, of empty 
water-tight barrels, securely lashed, then layers of dry cot- 
ton-wood rails and cotton-bales packed close. These were 
floored over at the top to keep everything in place, so that 
a shot penetrating the outer barges would have to pass 
through twenty feet of rails and cotton before reaching the 
middle one, which carried the men and guns. The outer 
barges, thus bulkheaded with water-tight barrels and buoy- 
ant cotton-bales, could not sink. These barges, when all 
was ready, were to be towed by steamers to a point directly 
opposite New Madrid. This could be done safely, as the 
shore at the point and for a mile and a half below was 
swamp, and the nearest batteiy was necessarily below the 
swamp. When near the opposite shore the floating-batteries 
were to ba cut loose from the steamers and allowed to float 
down-stroam to the point selected for the landing of the 
troops. .^.8 soon as they arrived within short range they 
were to drop anchor and open fire. 

Meanwliile Commander HeniT” Walke had volunteered to 
take his boat, the Carondelet ; and, on March 30th, Flag- 
ofiicer Foote gave him permission to make the attempt on 
the first dark night. The morning of Ajnil 4th was a busy 
time on the Carondelet. The deck was covered with heavy 
planks, surplus chains were coiled over the most vulnerable 
parts of the boat, an eleven-inch hawser was wound around 
the pilot-house as high as the windows ; barriers of cord- 
wood were built about the boilers. After sunset, the at- 
mosphere became hazy and the sky overcast. Guns were 
run back, ports closed, and the sailors armed to resist 
boarders. Directions 'were given to sink the boat if it be- 
came liable to fall into the enemy’s hands. At dusk, twenty 
sharpshooters from the Forty-second Illinois came aboard to 
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be ready to aid the crew in resisting boarders. After dark, 
a coal-barge laden with baled hay was fastened to the port 
side of the boat. 

At ten o’clock the moon had gone down and a storm was 
gathering. The Carondelet cast loose and steamed slowly 
down the river. The machinery was adjusted so as to permit 
the steam to escape through the wheel-house, and avoid the 
noise of puffing through the pipes. The boat glided noise- 
less and invisible through the darkness. Scarcely had it ad- 
vanced half a mile when the soot in the chimneys caught 
fire, a blaze shot uj) five feet above the smoke-stack. The 
flue-caps were oi3ened, the blaze subsided, and all was yet 
silent along the shore. The soot in the smoke-stacks not 
being moistened by the steam, wdiich was now escaping 
tlirough the wheel-house, became very inflammable. Just 
as the Carondelet was passing by the ui)per battery — the re- 
dan — the treacherous flame again leaped from the chimneys, 
revealing and proclaiming the mission of the boat. Sentries 
on the parapets on shore fired, guards turned out, rockets 
darted skyward ; the lieavj^ guns opened fire ; and the brood- 
ing stonn broke forth, the lightning and thunder above drown- 
ing the flashes and war below. The lightning revealed the 
position of the gunl)oat, but it also disclosed the outline of 
the shore, enabling the j^iiots to steer with certainty. The 
boat was pushed near to the Tennessee shore and to the 
island, and put to its greatest speed. Impeded by the barge 
in tow, its greatest speed was slow progi'ess, and for half an 
hour the gunners in the batteries watched the black night to 
see the hurrying Carondelet shot for an instant out of the 
darkness at every lightning flash. Beyond the batteries lay 
the floating battery, carrying nine guns, which had been 
driven from its moorings the day before by the heavy fire of 
the fleet. A light on the floating battery marked its position. 
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A few shots left it, but it evinced no eagerness to join in con- 
flict. The Carondelet, unharmed, untouched, fired the agreed 
signal, and fleet and army knew at midnight the passage was 
a success. 

On the morning of the sixth, Commander Walke, taking 
on board General Granger, Colonel Smith, of the Forty-third 
Ohio, and Captain L. H. Marshall, of General Pope’s staff, 
steamed down the river under a heavy fire from the batteries 
that lined the Tennessee shore, ascertained the position of 
the batteries, and, on the return silenced the batteries oppo- 
site Point Pleasant. Captain Marshall landed with a party 
and spiked the guns. In the night of the 6th, Commodore 
Foote, in compliance with General Pope’s earnest re(][uesfc, 
sent the gunl)oat Pittsburg down to New Madiid, where it 
arrived, like the Carondelet, untouched. 

At the break of day of the 7th, in a heavy rain, Caj)- 
tain Williams, of the First United States Infantry, opened 
with his thirty-two pounders upon the batteries oppo- 
site him at Watson’s Landing, where General Pope j^^’o- 
posed to land his troops. Commander Walke, with the 
two gunboats, silenced the batteries along the shore. Three 
sixty-four pound guns, standing half a mile apart, were 
spiked. A battery of two sixty-four pound howitzers and 
one sixty-four pound gun maintained a contest till two of the 
pieces were dismounted and the other disabled. The four 
steamers came out of the bayou and took on board Paine’s 
division. At noon, Commander Walke signalled that all 
the batteries to Watson’s Landing were silenced and the way 
was clear. A spy in the emidoynient of General Voj)e, who 
had been taken from the Tennessee shore by Commander 
Walke and forwarded by him to General Pope, brought 
the news that the forces about Madrid Bend were in full 
retreat to Tiptonville. Paine’s division, sailing by just at 
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that time, was signalled to stop, and the news was commnn: 
cated, with orders to land and push in pursuit to Tiptonvill 
with all dispatch. Colonel Morgan’s brigade moved in a<3 
vance, followed by Colonel Cumming’s brigade and Hougli 
taling’s battery. Abandoned camps and artillery wei 
passed ; prisoners were gathered up. A detachment of ca'\ 
airy fled as the column came in sight. About nine mile 
from the landing, General Mackall was found well postee 
with infantry, artillery, and cavalry. The leading regimen 
deployed in line, and General Mackall retired. Twic 
again he halted in line as if to make a stand, and retreatei 
as the National troops approached. At night Morgan’ 
brigade halted at Tiptonville, and found shelter from th 
rain in an abandoned camp. The pickets of the brigad 
gathered in 359 prisoners in the night. Cumming’s brigade 
being ordered to explore the road coming from the nort 
into the one over which they were moving, came upon th 
river shore opposite the island, and learned from a few prif 
oners taken there that but few troops w^cre left on the islanc 
Finding no boats or other means of getting over to th 
island, Cumming returned to the south, and marched til 
he came near the camp-fires of the enemy, and then wen 
into bivouac and advised General Paine of his positior 
General Mackall found himself hemmed in to the south an( 
east by swamp, and to the north and west by Paine’s divi 
sion. Two hours after midnight his adjutant-general took t 
General Paine General Mackall’s unconditional surrender. 

Stanley’s division followed Paine’s, and was followed b 
Hamilton’s. These were overtaken by night and went int 
bivouac about half way between the crossing and Tiptonvilh 
and learned of the surrender next morning while on the wa 
to join Paine. Colonel Elliott, of the Second Iowa Cavalry 
sent with two of his companies by General Pope at dawn c 
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the 8th from Watson’s up the river-bank, captured two hun- 
dred prisoners, deck-hands and laborers as well as soldiers, 
the wharf-boat and steamers, great quantities of ordnance and 
other stores, and standing camps. Turning these over to 
Colonel Buford, who commanded the land forces on the fleet, 
and who came over to shore from the island on a steamer, 
he joined the forces at Tiptonville. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cook, commanding the Twelfth Arkan- 
sas, was appointed commandant of the island by General 
Mackall on the morning of the 7th. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cook received, simultaneously with the order, information 
of Mackall’s retreat, and General Pope’s landing and pur- 
suit. In the evening he abandoned the island with his regi- 
ment, and turned over the command of the island to Cap- 
tain Humes, of the artillery. Before daylight of the 8th, 
Commodore Foote was visited by two officers from the 
island, who tendered a surrender of it and all on it. A gun- 
boat was sent to ascertain the state of aflairs. Having 
learned three hours later of the crossing of the river by 
Pope, the flight of General Mackall, and the evacuation of 
the shore-batteries, he sent Colonel Buford, with a force of 
two gunboats, to receive possession of the island. Seventeen 
officers and three hundred and sixty-eight privates surren- 
dered to him, besides the two hundred sick and employees 
turned over to him by Colonel Elliott. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cook found his way through the swamp, on the night of the 
7th, to the ferry across Beelfoot Lake. In the course of the 
night he was joined by about four hundred fugitives, mostly 
belonging to his own regiment, many of them just from the 
hospital. Hungry, and cold, and drenched with rain, they 
stood in the water waiting till they could be carried over the 
lake, through the cypress trees, in two small flatboats and 
on some extemporized rafts. It was noon of the 9th before 
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the forlorn band were all over, and, without knapsacks or 
blankets, many without arms, began their weary march for 
Memphis. 

All the troops but Cumming*s brigade returned to their 
camps on the Missouri shore on the 8th. Colonel Gumming, 
having cliarge of the prisoners, returned on the evening of 
the 9th. General Pope, in his final detailed report giving 
the result of all the operations, states : Three generals, two 
hundred and seventy-thi'ee field and company officers, six 
thousand seven hundred privates, one hundred and twenty- 
three pieces of heavy artillery, thirty-five x>i6ces of field ar- 
tillery, all of the very best character and of the latest pat- 
terns, seven thousand stand of small arms, tents for twelve 
thousand men, several wharf-boat loads of provisions, an im- 
mense quantity of ammunition of all kinds, many hundred 
horses and mules, with wagons and harness, etc., are among 
the spoils.” The capture embraced, besides, six steamboats — 
two of them sunk — the gunboat Grampus, carrying two guns, 
sunk ; and the floating battery, carrying nine guns, which 
the crew had ineffectually attempted to scuttle before aban- 
doning it. Two of the generals captured were brigadier- 
generals, Mackall and Gantt ; the third was perhaps L. M. 
“Walker. When Major-General McCown was relieved on 
March 31st by Mackall, McCown and Brigadier-General Tru- 
deau left. Brigadier-General A. P. Stewart had left jirevi- 
ously and rei^orted for duty at Corinth. Colonels Walker and 
Gantt were promoted brigadier-generals after the siege be- 
gan. General Walker appears, from his report of April 9th, 
dated St. Francis County, Arkansas, to have left on account 
of ill-health some time before the surrender. The pris- 
oners embraced, including those on the island surrendered 
to the navy, seven regiments and one battalion of infantry, 
one of the regiments having twelve companies — eleven com- 
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panies of heavy and one of light artillery, two companies of 
cavalry, the officers and crews of the floating battery and the 
steamboats, and laborers and employees. 

The Mississippi was now open to Fort Pillow. General 
Halleck telegraphed to General Pope : “I congratulate you 
and your command on your splendid achievement. It ex- 
ceeds in boldness and brilliancy all other operations of the 
war. It will be memorable in military history, and will be 
admired by future generations.” On April 12th, General 
Pope and his entire command embarked on transports and 
steamed down the river, in company with the gunboat fleet. 
The force arrived in front of Fort Pillow on the 14th. In a 
few days, before reconnoitring was completed, Pope was 
ordered to report with his whole command, except two regi- 
ments to be left with the gunboats, to General Halleck at 
Pittsburg Landing, 



CHAPTER V. 


THE GATHERING OP THE FORCES. 

After the surrender of Fort Donelson, the force confront- 
ing Halleck was the command of General Beauregard, sta- 
tioned at Columbus, Island Number Ten, at Forts Pillow and 
Randolph, at Memphis, and at convenient points on the rail- 
roads in Mississippi. The next objective point that presented 
itself was Memphis, and, as preliminary, the fortified points 
on the river above it. But Memphis had large railway con- 
nections. The direct road to Nashville was cut at its crossing 
over the Tennessee River, but at Humboldt it intersected the 
Mobile and Ohio, which joined Columbus with Mobile. 
The Memphis and Charleston, running nearly due east to 
Chattanooga, also intersected the Mobile and Ohio at Corinth. 
The Mississippi and Tennessee, in connection with the New 
Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern, gave a route nearly duo 
south to New Orleans, and this intersected at Jackson, Mis- 
sissippi, another road running east, and which needed only a 
connecting link between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, to 
make it also a through route to the Atlantic >States. To 
destroy the junction at Humboldt would cut off railway con- 
nection with Columbus. To destroy the junction at Corinth 
would cut off connection with the east. A little eastwardly of 
Corinth, near Eastport, was a considerable railroad bridge 
over Bear Creek. General Halleck’s first step, therefore, was 
to break these railway connections, and as General A, 8. 



92 


FROM FORT HENRY TO CORINTH. 


Johnston was falling back sonthwardly, it became doubly 
important to sever these connections for the purpose of 
preventing a conjunction of the forces under Johnston and 
Beauregard. Lieutenant-Commander Phelps had gone up 
to Florence, at the foot of Muscle Shoals, immediately after 
the surrender of Fort Henry, without difficulty. An expedi- 
tion up the Tennessee, to send out strong, light parties, sug- 
gested itself as the natural means of accomplishing the first 
step. General Halleck proposed to accomplish this by his 
lieutenants before taking the field in person. 

Halleck was sedate, deliberate, cautious. He had written 
a book on strategy and logistics, and his attention appeared 
sometimes to be distracted from the actual conditions under 
which the present militaiy operations were to be conducted 
by his retrospective reference to the rules which he had an- 
nounced. Grant, under his extremely quiet demeanor, was 
full of restless activity. His purpose seemed to be to strike 
and overcome the enemy without w^aiting ; to use whatever 
seemed the best means at hand ; ready at all times to change 
for better means if they could be found ; but never to cease 
striking. Halleck was w^orried by being jogged to new en- 
terprises, but heartily supported them when once begun. 
C. F. Smith had a bmsque manner, but a waiun heart. He was 
direct and honest as a child. He seemed impetuous, but his 
outburst was a rush of controlled power. He was a thorough 
soldier, an enthusiast in his profession, the soul of honor, 
the type of discipline. His commanding officer was to him 
embodied law ; it would have been impossible for him to 
conceive that his duty and subordination could in any way 
be affected by the fact that his pupil in the Military Academy 
had become his commander. 

General Grant, being commander of the Militaiy District 
of Western Tennessee, with limits undefined, sent General 
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C. F. Smith from Fort Donelson, fifty miles up the river to 
Clarksville, to take possession of the place and the railway 
bridge over the river there. General Grant wrote to Gen- 
eral Cullum, advising him of this movement and proposing 
the capture of Nashville, but adding he w^as ready for any 
move .the General Commanding might direct. On the 24:th 
he wrote to General Cullum, General Halleck’s chief of staff, 
that he had sent four regiments to Clarksville, and would 
send no more till he heard from General Halleck. Next day 
he wrote that the head of Buell’s column had reached Nash- 
ville, and he would go there on the receipt of the next mail, 
unless it should contain some orders preventing him. He 
went to Nashville on the 27th, and returned to Fort Donelson 
next day. In his absence there was, among some of the 
troops about Fort Donelson, fresh from civil life and restive 
under the inactivity and restraint of a winter camp, some 
disorder and insubordination. There was, moreover, some 
marauding in which officers participated. General Grant, on 
his return, published orders repressing such practices, ar- 
rested the guilty parties and sent the arrested officers to St. 
Louis to report to General Halleck. 

On March 1st General Halleck sent to General Grant, from 
St. Louis, an order directing the course of immediate opera- 
tions : “ Transports will be sent to you as soon as possible 
to move your column up the Tennessee River. The main 
object of this exi)edition will be to destroy the railroad 
bridge over Bear Creek, near Eastport, Miss., and also the 
connections at Corinth, Jackson, and Humboldt. It is 
thought best that these objects should be attempted in the 
order named. Strong detachments of cavalry and light ar- 
tillery, supported by infantry, may, by rapid movements, 
reach these points from the river without very serious oppo- 
sition. Avoid any general engagement with strong forces. 
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It will be better to retreat than to risk a general battle. 
This should be strongly impressed upon the officers sent 
with the expedition from the river. General C. F. Smith, 
or some very discreet officer, should be selected for such 
commands. Having accomplished these objects, or such of 
them as may be practicable, you will return to Danville and 
move on Paris. . . . Competent officers should be left 

to command the garrisons of Ports Henry and Donelson in 
your absence. . . General Grant received the order 

on March 2d, and repaired at once to Fort Henry. On the 
4th the forces at Fort Donelson marched across to the Ten- 
nessee, where they were speedily joined by Sherman’s divi- 
sion and other reinforcements coming by boat up the river. 

On March 2d General Halleck, having received an anony- 
mous letter reflecting on General Grant, telegraphed to Gen- 
eral McClellan, the General-in-Chief, at Washington : ** I 
have had no communication with General Grant for more 
than a week. He left his command without my authority, 
and went to Nashville. His army seems to be as much de- 
moralized by the victory of Fort Donelson as was that of the 
Potomac by the defeat of Bull Run. It is hard to censure a 
successful general immediately after a victory, but I think 
he richly deserves it. I can get no reports, no returns, no 
information of any kind from him. Satisfied with his vic- 
tory, he sits down and enjoys it without any regard to the 
future. I am worn out and tired by this neglect and ineffi- 
ciency. C. F. Smith is almost the only officer equal to the 
emergency.” Next day McClellan answered by telegraph : 
“ The future success of our cause demands that proceedings 
such as General Grant’s should at once be checked. Gen- 
erals must observe disciiDline as well as private soldiers. Do 
not hesitate to arrest him at once if the good of the service 
requires it, and place C. F. Smith in command. You are at 
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liberty to regard this as a positive order, if it will smooth 
your way.” On the 4th General Halleck telegraphed to 
Grant : You will place Major-General C. F. Smith in com- 
mand of expedition, and remain yourself at Fort Henry. 
Why do you not obey my orders to report strength and 
position of your command?” Grant replied next day: 
‘‘Troops will be sent under command of Major-General 
Smith, as directed. I had prepared a different plan, intend- 
ing General Smith to command the forces which should go 
to Paris and Humboldt, while I would command the expe- 
dition upon Eastport, Corinth, and Jackson in person. . , , 
I am not aware of over having disobeyed any order from 
your headquarters — certainly never intended such a thing. 
I have reported almost daily the condition of my command, 
and reported every i)osition occupied. . . An inter- 

change of telegrams of substantially the same tenor. Gen- 
eral Halleck’s gradually losing their asperity, lasted a week 
longer. On March 10th, the day before the President, by 
War Order No. 3, relieved General McClellan from the su- 
preme command of the armies. General L. Thomas, Adju- 
tant-General of the Army, wrote to General Halleck : “ It has 
been reported that, soon after the battle of Fort Donelson, 
Brigadier-General Grant left his command without leave. 
By direction of the President, the Secretary of War directs 
you to ascertain and repoi-t whether General Grant loft his 
command at any time without proper authority, ant! if so, 
for how long ; whether he has made to you proper reports 
and returns of his forces ; whether he has committed any 
acts which were unauthorized or not in accordance with mil- 
itary subordination or propriety, and if so, what ? ” On tho 
13th Halleck telegraphed to Grant, who had asked to be 
relieved if his course was not satisfactory, or until he could 
be set right : “You cannot be relieved from your command. 
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There is no good reason for it. I am certain that all which 
the authorities at Washington ask is, that yon enforce dis- 
cipline and punish the disorderly. . . . Instead of re- 

lieving yon, I wish yon, as soon as yonr new army is in the 
field, to assume the immediate command and lead it on to 
new victories.” To this Grant replied next day : ‘‘ After 
your letter enclosing copy of an anonymous letter upon 
which severe censure was based, I felt as though it would 
be impossible for me to serve longer without a court of in- 
quiry. Your telegram of yesterday, however, places such a 
different phase upon my position that I will again assume 
command, and give every effort to the success of our cause. 
Under the worst circumstances I would do the same.” On 
the 15tli General Halleck replied to the Adjutant-General of 
the Army, fully exonerating General Grant. General 0. F. 
Smith felt keenly the injustice done to Grant, and gladly 
relinquished command of the expedition when Grant as- 
sumed it. 

Meanwhile the army with its stores had been gathering on 
a fleet of boats between Fort Henry and the railroad bridge. 
To the three divisions of Fort Donelson, First, Second, and 
Third, commanded by C. F. Smith, McClemand, and Lewis 
Wallace, were added a fourth, commanded by Brigadier- 
General S. A. Hurlbut, and a fifth by Brigadier-General W. 
T. Sherman. While C, F. Smith commanded the expedition^ 
his division was commanded by W, H. L. Wallace, who had 
been promoted to brigadier-general. The steamer Golden 
State, with one-half of the Fortieth Illinois, reached Savan- 
nah, on the right bank of the river, on March 5th. The Forty- 
sixth Ohio arrived the next day. Behind these was the 
fleet of more than eighty steamboats, carrying the five divi- 
sions and convoyed by three gunboats, a vast procession ex- 
tending miles along the winding river, each boat with its 
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pillar of smoke by day, and of fire by nigbfc. The fleet began 
arriring at Savannah on the 11th, and lined both shores of 
the river. Lewis Wallace’s division sent a party to the rail- 
road west of the river, striking it at Purdy, tearing up a 
portion, but doing no permanent injury, and returned. On 
the 14th, General Smith sent Sherman’s division up the river 
to strike the railroad near Eastport. Bain fell in torrents, 
roads melted into mud, and small streams rose with danger- 
ous rapidity. The expedition, arrested by an unfordablo tor- 
rent, returned just in time to reach the landing by wading 
through water waist-deej). The boats left in the night of 
the 15th, and stopped at Pittsburg Landing, on the west bank 
of the river, about nine miles above Savannah. Hurlbut’s 
division was already on boats at this landing, having been 
ordered thither by General C. F. Smith on the evening of the 
14th. 

The first step in the programme laid down in General 
Halleck’s order of March 1st, the destruction of the rail- 
road near Eastport, had failed, and events had now required 
a material change in the programme. General Buell on 
March 3d telegraphed to Halleck : “ What can I do to aid 
your operations against Columbus ? ” Halleck, replying next 
day that Columbus was evacuated and destroyed, added : 

Why not come to the Tennessee and operate with me to 
cut Johnston’s line with Memphis, Bandolj)h, and New Ma- 
drid. . . . Estimated strength of enemy at New Madrid, 

Randolph and Memphis is fifty thousand. It is of vital im- 
portance to separate them from Johnston’s army. Come ove r 
to Savannah or Florence, and we can do it. We can then 
operate on Decatur or Memphis, or both, as may appear 
best.” Buell rejoined on the 5th : “ The thing I think of 
vital importance is that you seize and hold the bridge at 
Florence in force.” On the 6th Halleck telegraphed : “ News 
11.-5 
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down the Tennessee that Beauregard has twenty thousand 
men at Corinth, and is rapidly fortifying it. Smith will 
probably not be strong enough to attack it. It is a great 
misfortune to lose that point. I shall reinforce Smith as 
rapidly as possible. If you can send a division by water 
around into the Tennessee, it would require only a small 
amount of transportation to do it.” To this Buell tele- 
graphed on the 9th, insisting on his suggestions made on the 
6th. Halleck dispatched on the 10th : “ My forces are mov- 
ing up the Tennessee River as rapidly as we can obtain trans- 
portation. Florence was the point originally designated, but, 
on account of the enemy’s forces at Corinth and Humboldt, 
it is deemed best to land at Savannah and establish a depot. 
The transportation will serve as ferries. The selection is left 
to C. F. Smith, who commands the advance. . . . You 

do not say whether we are to expect any reinforcements from 
Nashville.” On the same day Buell telegrai)hed : “ . . . 

The establishment of your force on this side of the river, as 
high up as possible, is evidently judicious. ... I can 
join you almost, if not quite as soon, by water, in better con- 
dition and with greater security to your operations and 
mine. I believe you cannot be too promptly nor too strongly 
established on the Tennessee. I shall advance in a very few 
days, as soon as our transportation is ready.” On the 11th 
the President issued War Order No. 3. “Major-General 
McClellan, having personally taken the field at the head of 
the Army of the Potomac, until otherwise ordered, he is re- 
lieved from the command of the other military departments, 
he retaining command of the Department of the Potomac. 

“ Ordered further, that the two departments now under 
the respective commands of Generals Halleck and Hunter, 
together with so much of that, under General Buell, as lies 
west of a north and south line indefinitely drawn through 
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Knoxville, Tennessee, be consolidated and designated the 
Department of the Mississippi; and that, until otherwise 
ordered, Major-General Halleck have command of said de- 
partment.” Immediately upon the receipt of this order, Gen- 
eral Halleck ordered Buell to march his army to Savannah. 
The forces of the Confederacy were gathering at Corinth ; 
the forces of Halleck and Buell were massing at Savannah. 
Instead of a hurried dash by a flying column, to tear up a 
section of railway as ancillary to a real movement else- 
where, the lU’ogrammo now contemplated a struggle by 
armies for the retention or for the destruction of a strategic 
point deemed almost vital to the Confederacy. 

About the close of February, General Beauregard sent a 
field-batteiy, supported by two regiments of infantiy, to oc- 
cupy the liver-blufl’ at Pittsburg Landing, twenty -three miles 
northwest from Corinth, and nine miles above Savannah. 
Lieutenant-Commander Gwin, who was stationed at Sav- 
annah with two gunboats, the Tyler and the Lexington, pro- 
ceeded to Pittsburg Landing, on March Ist, and, after a brisk 
skiimish, silenced the battery and drove it and its supports 
away. General C. F. Smith, in pursuance of the authority 
given him by General Halleck, selected this as the point of 
assembly of the army. 

Lick Creek, above the landing, and Snake Creek, below 
it, empty into the river about three miles ax)art, the landing 
being nearer the mouth of Snake Creek. Lick Creek, rising 
in a sw’amp, flows eleven miles nearly northeast to the river. 
Snake Creek flows nearly east to the river. Owl Creek flows 
nearly parallel to Lick Creek, at a distance from it varying 
from three to five miles, and empties into Snake Creek some- 
thing more than a mile from its mouth. The land enclosed 
between these creeks and the river is a rolling plateau from 
eighty to a hundred feet above the river-level. The river- 
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front of this plateau is cut by sundry sloughs and ravines, 
which were at that time overflowed by back-water. One of 
these deep ravines, running back at right angles to the river, 
is immediately above the bluff at the landing. About a mile 
back from the river, and about a mile above the landing, is a 
swell in the ground, not marked enough to be called a ridge. 
From this higher ground extend the head ravines of Oak 
Creek,* a rivulet or brook flowing to the west, passing within 
a few hundred yards of Shiloh Church, and then turning to 
the northwest and flowing into Owl Creek. In the reports of 
Sherman’s division this rhTilet is treated as the main branch 
of Owl Creek, and called by that name. From the same 
rising ground, ravines, wet only after a rain, extend east and 
southeast to Lick Creek. From the same position extend 
the head ravines of Brier Creek,* a deep ravine with little 
water, which flows almost due north and empties into Snake 
Creek a little below the mouth of Owl Creek. The three 
principal creeks. Lick, Snake, and Owl, flow through swampy 
valleys, bordered by abrupt bhiffs. Oak Creek, from the 
neighborhood of Sliiloh Church to its mouth, flows through 
a miry bottom bordered by banks of less height. The land 
was for the most part covered with timber, partly with dense 
undergrowth ; in places were perhai)s a dozen open fields con- 
taining about eighty acres each. A road, lying far enough 
back from the river to avoid the sloughs, led from the land- 
ing to Hamburg Landing, about six miles above. Another 
road from the landing crossed Brier Creek and Snake Creek 
just above their junction, and continued down the river to 
Crump’s Landing. The road to Corinth forked near the 
landing, one biunch of it passing by Shiloh Church, the 

♦ The names Oak Creek and Brier Creek are obtained from Colonel Charles 
Whittiesey, who made a study of the field every day for two weeks succeeding the 
battle. 
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other keeping nearer to the river, but both reuniting five or 
six miles out. The position selected thus, gave ample room 
to camp an army, was absolutely protected on the sides of 
the river, Snake Creek, and Owl Creek, while from its south 
face a ridge gave open way to Corinth. The open way to 
Corinth was also an open way from Coiinth to the landing. 
This accessible front could easily have been turned into a 
strong defence, by taking advantage of the rolling ground, 
felling timber, and throwing up slight earthworks. But the 
army had many things yet to learn, and the use of field for- 
tification was one of them. 

In pursuance of General C. F. Smith’s instmctions to oc- 
cupy the landing strongly. General Sherman ordered Gen- 
eral Hurlbut to disembark his division and encamp it at 
right angles to the road about a mile out. The Corinth road 
designated was the one lying nearer to the river. About 
half a mile beyond the position selected for the camp the 
road forks, one being the Corinth road mnning southwest, 
the other running nearly due west, passed about four hun- 
dred yards north of Shiloh Church, crossed Oak Creek and 
Owl Creek immediately above their junction, and continued 
to Purdy. General Hiirlbut the same day issued a field or- 
der in minute detail, and the First and Second Brigades 
being all of the division at hand, marched to the prescril)ed 
point, Burrows’ battery being posted at the road ; the First 
Brigade at right angles with the road, with its left at the 
battery ; the Third Brigade at right angles with the road, 
its right at Burrows’ battery, and Mann’s battery at its 
left. The Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Veatch, 
subsequently arriving, camped to the rear and partially to 
the right of the First Brigade, so as almost to interlock with 
the camp of General C. F. Smith’s division. 

On the 18th, Sherman’s division of four brigades landed. 
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and moved out a few days later to permanent camp. The 
Second Brigade, sent to watch some fords of Lick Creek, 
was posted in the fork of a cross-road running to Purdy from 
the Hamburg road. The Fourth Brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Buckland, camped with its left near Shiloh Church, 
and its color-line nearly at right angles with the Corinth 
road. The First Brigade, commanded by Colonel McDowell, 
went into camp to the right of Buckland, and was separa- 
ted from him by a lateral ravine lunning into Oak Creek ; 
the camp was pitched between the Purdy road and the bluff- 
banks of Oak Creek. The Third Brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Hildebrand, was posted to the left of Shiloh Church, 
its right being near the church. Precision in camping was 
not exacted, and the left regiment of Colonel Hildebrand’s 
Brigade, the Fifty-third Ohio, in order to enclose a line 
spring of water within the brigade, pitched its camp about 
two hundred yards to the left and front of its next regiment 
(the Fifty-seventh Ohio), and was separated from the rest of 
the brigade by this distance and by a stream with swampy 
borders which emptied into Oak Creek. General Sherman’s 
headquarters were to the rear of Shiloh Church. His bat- 
teries, Taylor’s and Waterhouse’s, together with his cavalry, 
were camped in rear of the infantry. 

General Grant arrived at Savannah on the 17th and as- 
sumed command, reported to General Halleck, and on the 
isame day ordered General C. F. Smith’s division to Pitts- 
burg Landing. His division, the Second, encamped, not in 
a line, but in convenient localities on the plateau between 
Brier Creek and the river. Me demand with the First Di- 
vision was sent a few days later, and selecting the most level 
ground, laid out the most regular camp. His front crossed 
the Corinth road about two-thirds of a mile in rear of Shiloh 
Church, the road intersecting his line near his left flank ; 
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the direction of his line was to the north-west, reaching 
toward the bluffs of the valley of Snake Creek. General 
Prentiss reported to General Grant for assignment to duty, 
and about March 25th, six new regiments, not yet assigned, 
reported to him and were by him put into two brigades con- 
stituting the Sixth Division. These brigades were subse- 
quently increased by regiments assigned to him as late as 
April 5th and 6th. The Fifth Ohio Battery, Captain Hick- 
enlooper, arriving on April 5th, was assigned to the Sixth 
Division, and went into camp. Prentiss* camp faced to the 
south. It is not easy now to identify precisely its position. 
It appears incidentally, from reports of the battle of April 
6th, that a ravine ran along the rear of the right of the 
division camp, and another ravine in front of the left. The 
left regiment (the Sixteenth Wisconsin) of the right brigade 
(Peabody’s) lay on the lower or most southern branch of 
the Corinth road ; the left flank of the division was in sight 
of Stuart’s brigade ; there was a considerable gap between 
its right flank and Sherman’s division. The divisions were 
not camped with a view to defence against an apprehended 
attack ; but they did fulfil General Halleck’s instructions to 
General C. F. Smith, to select a depot with a view to the 
march on to Corinth. Sherman’s division lay across one 
road to Corinth, with Me demand’s in its rear ; Prentiss’ di- 
vision lay across the other road to Corinth, with Hurlbut in 
his rear, and C. F. Smith was camped so as to follow either. 
The divisions did not march to the selected ground and 
pitch camp in a forenoon; but, partly from the rain and 
mud, partly want of practice, some of the divisions were 
several days unloading from the boats, hauling in the great 
trains then allowed to regiments (twenty-seven wagons and 
two ambulances to a regiment in some cases,) laying out the 
ground, and putting up tents. General Sherman, before set- 
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tling down in his camp, made a reoonnoissanoe out to 
Monterey, nearly half way to Corinth, and dislodged a de- 
tachment of hostile cavalry camped there. Every division 
and many of the brigades found a separate drill-ground in 
some neighboring field, and constant drilling was preparing 
the command for the march to Corinth. 

Major-Ceneral C. F. Smith received an injuiy to his leg 
by jumping into a yawl early in March. This injury, seem- 
ing trivial at first, resulted in his death on April 25th. It 
became so aggravated by the end of March that he was 
obliged to move from Pittsburg Landing to Savannah, leav- 
ing Brigadier-General W. H. L. Wallace in command of his 
division, and Major-General McClemand, senior officer pres- 
ent, at Pittsburg. General Grant — who went up from Savan- 
nah every day to visit the camps, and was requested by 
General McClemand, by letter on March 27th, to move his 
headquarters to Pittsburg Landing — was about to transfer 
his headquarters thither on April 4th, when he received a 
letter from General Buell saying he would arrive next day 
at Savannah, and requesting an interview. The transfer of 
headquarters was accordingly postponed till after the inter- 
view. 

General L. Wallace’s division disembarked at Crump’s 
Landing on the same side of the river with Pittsburg Land- 
ing, and a little above Savannah. His First Brigade went 
into camp near the river ; the Second at Stony Lonesome, 
about two miles out on the road to Purdy ; the Third Bri- 
gade immediately beyond Adamsville, on the same road. The 
Third Brigade went into camp on the inner slope of a sharp 
ridge, and cut down the timber on the exterior slope, to aid 
the holding of the position in case of an attack in front. 

While Grant’s army was sailing up the river and getting 
settled at Pittsburg, General Buell with five divisions of his 
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army was marching from Nashville to Savannah. Immedi- 
ately on receiving General Halleck’s order to march, he 
sent out his cavalry to secure the bridges on his route, in 
which they succeeded, except in the oases of the impor- 
tant bridge over Duck Creek at Columbia, and an unim- 
portant bridge a few miles north of that. On the 15th, the 
Fourth Division, commanded by Brigadier-General A. McD. 
McCook, moved out, and at intervals, up to March 20th, it 
was followed in order by the Fifth, Brigadier-General T. L. 
Crittenden, Sixth, Brigadier-Geneml T. J. Wood, and First, 
Brigadier-General George H. Thomas — 37,(X)0 men in all. 
Having no pontoons. General Buell built a bridge over Duck 
Creek. This would have caused little delay later in the war ; 
but to fresh troops, who yet had to learn the business of 
military service, it was a formidable task, and was not com- 
pleted till the 29th. While waiting for the completion of 
the bridge. General Buell’s command learned that General 
Grant’s army was on the west bank of the Tennessee. Gen- 
eral Nelson at once asked permission to ford the stream and 
push rapidly on to Savannah. Permission being obtained, 
the division, with Ammen’s brigade — the Twenty-fourth 
Ohio, Sixth Ohio, and Thirty-sixth Indiana in front — began 
their march early on the morning of the 29th, the men 
stripped of their pantaloons, carrying their cartridge-boxes 
on their necks ; the ammunition-boxes of the artillery taken 
from the limbers and carried over on scows, and tents packed 
in the bottom of the wagon-beds, to lift ammunition and 
stores above water. 

The bridge was finished and the march resumed the same 
day. Nelson having secured the advance, his eagerness 
gave an impetus to the entire column. The divisions 
were ordered to camp at night six miles apart, making a 
column thirty miles long. But this prevented the clogging 
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of the inarch on the wet and soft roads, the alternate crowd- 
ing up and lengthening out of the column, the weary waiting 
of the crowded rear for the obstructed front to move, nights 
spent on the road, and late bivouacs reached toward morn- 
ing. It made Buell's advance slow, but it prevented the 
new troops from being worn out, and brought them in good 
condition onto the field. General Buell intended to take 
at Waynesboro the road to Hamburg Landing, instead of 
the direct road to Savannah, and put his army there into a 
separate camp. General Nelson, however, moving faster 
than was expected, drew the divisions behind him through 
Waynesboro, on the road to Savannah, before General Buell 
issued the order, and so unconsciously defeated the inten- 
tion. Nelson’s brigade reached Savannah during April 5th, 
Crittenden’s division camped that night a few miles distant, 
and General Buell himself reached Savannah or its outskirts 
some time in the evening. 

General A. S. Johnston was encamped with his army at 
Edgefield, opposite Nashville, on February 15th. A despatch 
from General Pillow that evening announced a gi’eat victoiy 
won by the garrison of Fort Donelson. Just before day- 
break of the 16th another despatch was received, that Buck- 
ner would capitulate at daylight. Immediately staff and 
orderlies were aroused, and the troops put in motion across 
the river to Nashville. The morning papers were filled with 
the ** victory, glorious and complete,” and the city was ring- 
ing with joy. In the forenoon the news spread of the sur- 
render of Donelson. The people were struck with dismay, 
the city was in panic, the popidace was delirious with ex- 
citement. A wild mob surrounded Johnston’s headquarters 
and demanded to know whether their generals intended to 
fight or not. 

Johnston immediately began the abandonment of Nash' 
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ville. First were sent off the fifteen hundred sick brought 
on from Bowling Green, together with the tenants of the 
hospitals at Nashville. The railway was then taxed to its 
utmost to cany away the stores of most value. It was evi- 
dent that all the stores could not be taken away, and pillage 
of commissary stores and quartermaster stores by citizens 
was permitted. A regiment of infantry and a battalion of 
cavalry were put on guard and patrolled the streets to re- 
duce the riotous to order. Johnston moved out with his 
command on February 18th, leaving Floyd and Forrest with 
a force in Nashville to presei-ve order, remove the public 
stores, and to destroy what could not be removed. 

Popular excitment always demands a victim, and the out- 
ciy was almost universal that Johnston should be relieved 
from command. But, to a deputation that went to Jefferson 
Dfivis, President of the Confederacy, with this request, ho 
replied : I know Johnston well. If he is not a general, we 
had better give uj) the war, for we have no general.” John- 
ston found the Tennessee, running from Alabama and Mis- 
sissippi up to the Ohio, in the 2 >osse 8 sion of the National 
fleets and armies. The force under his immediate command 
was therefore sei>arated from the force under Beauregard 
that was guarding the Mississipjn. Unless they should join, 
they would be beaten in detail. To join involved the sur- 
render either of Central Tennessee or of the Mississippi, 
Johnston resolved to give uj) Central Tennessee until ho 
could regain it, and hold on to the Mississiiqu. But to hold 
the Mississippi required continued i)osses8ion of the rail- 
roads, and such points esi)ecially as Corinth and Humboldt. 
Corinth, both from its essential importance and its exposure 
to attack by reason of its nearness to the river, was the point 
for concentration. Johnston moved from Nashville to Mur- 
freesboro, not on the direct route to Corinth, to conceal his 
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purpose. At Murfreesboro he added to the forces brought 
from Bowling Green between three and four thousand of 
the men who escaped from Donelson, and the command of 
General Crittenden from Kentucky, quickly raising his force 
at Murfreesboro to seventeen thousand men. Leaving Mur- 
freesboro on February 28th, marching through Shelbyville to 
Decatur, he arrived at Corinth, on March 24th, with twenty 
thousand men. General Bragg, vrith. ten thousand well- 
drilled troops from Pensacola, had j^receded him. General 
Buggies, with a brigade, came from New Orleans ; Major- 
General Polk, with General Cheatham’s division from Co- 
lumbus, with the troops that escaped from Island No. Ten 
the night before escape was cut off, and various outlying 
garrisons under General Beauregard’s command, swelled the 
concourse. Van Dorn, having failed to drive Curtis back 
into Missouri, was ordered to come with his command to 
Corinth. A regiment arrived before April 6th, the rest later. 
Detached commands guarding the line of the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad were called in. The governors of States 
were called on and raised new levies. Beauregard made a 
personal appeal for volunteers, which brought in several 
regiments. Johnston had before called for reinforcements 
in vain. Now every nerve was strained to aid him. An in- 
spection of his command satisfied him tliat if all the soldiers 
detailed as cooks and teamsters were relieved, he would have 
another brigade of effective men. He sent messengers 
tlxrough the surrounding country, urging citizens to hire 
their negroes as cooks and teamsters for ninety days, or even 
sixty days. But the messengers returned with the answer 
that the planters would freely give their last son, but they 
would not part with a negro or a mule. 

General Bragg, on arriving at Corinth, wished to attack 
the troops as they were beginning to land at Pittsburg and 



THE GATHERING OP THE FORCES. 


109 


Crump’s landings. General Beauregard forbade this, writ- 
ing to Bragg : “I would prefer the defensive-offensive — that 
is, to take up such a position as would compel the enemy to 
develop his intentions, and to attack us, before he could 
penetrate any distance from his base; then, when within 
striking distance of us, to take the offensive and crush him 
wherever we may happen to strike him, cutting him off, if 
possible, from his base of operations or the river.” 

On March 25th, Johnston completed the concentration of his 
troox)s. Van Dorn was in person in Corintli, and was ordered 
to bring foiward his command. Johnston determined to 
wait as long as practicable for it. Meanwhile, to hasten the 
organization and preparation of his army, he api)ointed Gen. 
Bragg chief of staff for the time, but to resume command 
of his corps when the movement should begin. Of him. 
Colonel ‘William Preston Jolmston says, in his life of his 
father — a valuable book, i^repared with great industiy, and 
written with an evident desire to be fair: “In Bragg thero 
’ was so mu(di that was strong rnaiTcd by most evident weak- 
ness, so many virtues blemished by excess or defect in tempe/ 
and education, so near an approach to gi’eatness and so mani- 
fest a failure to attain it, that his worst enemy ought to find 
something to admire in him, and his best friend something 
painful in the attempt to portray him tnily.” A thorough 
disciplinarian and a master of detail, his merits found full 
play, and his defects were less apparent in his position on 
the staff. 

Johnston was organizing his army ; Grant was assembling 
his twenty -three miles away. On the other side of the Ten- 
nessee, ninety miles from Savannah, Buell, halted by Duck 
Creek, was building a bridge for his troops — a bridge 
which it required twelve days to construct. Johnston having 
completed his concentration, it was his obvious policy to 
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attack before Grant should be further reinforced. General 
Beauregard, in his letter of March 18th to Bragg, said: 

While I have guarded you against an uncertain offensive, 
I am decidedly of the opinion that we should endeavor to 
entice the enemy into an engagement as soon as possible, 
and before he shall have further increased his numbers by 
the large numbers which he must still have in reserve and 
available — that is, beat him in detail.” Lee wrote to John- 
ston, on March 26th : “ I need not urge you, when your army 
is united, to deal a blow at the enemy in your front, if pos- 
sible, before his rear gets up from Nashville. You have him 
divided, and keep him so, if you can.” It was Johnston’s 
purpose, and expressed, to attack Grant before Buell should 
arrive. But he determined to continue organizing and wait- 
ing for Van Dorn as long as that would be safe. 

At eleven o’clock at night of April 2d, Johnston learned 
that Buell was moving “ rai)idly from Columbia, by Clifton, 
to Savannah.” About one o’clock in the morning of Thurs- 
day, the 3d, preliminary orders were issued to hold the troops 
in readiness to move at a moment’s notice, with five days’ 
rations and one hundred rounds of ammunition. The move- 
ment began in the afternoon. The army was arranged in 
three corps, commanded respectively by Polk, Bragg, and 
Hardee, and a reserve under Breckenridge. Beauregard was 
second in command, without a specific command. Major- 
General Hardee’s corps consisted of Brigadier-General Hind- 
man’s division and Brigadier-General Cleburne’s brigade. 
The division consisted of Hindman’s brigade, commanded 
by Colonel Shaver, and Brigadier-General Wood’s brigade. 
Wood’s brigade comprised five regiments, and two battalions 
of infantry and a battery ; Cleburne’s brigade was composed 
of six regiments and two batteries. Major-General Bragg’s 
corps consisted of two divisions, commanded respectively by 
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Brigadier-General Buggies and Brigadier-General Withers. 
The brigades of Buggies’ division were commanded by Col- 
onel Gibson, Brigadier-General Patton Anderson, and Col- 
onel Pond. Withers’ brigades were commanded by Brigadier- 
Generals Gladden, Chalmers, and Jackson. The brigades of 
Chalmers and Gladden contained each five regiments and a 
battery ; the other brigades contained each four regiments 
and a battery, with, in Anderson’s and Pond’s each, an ad- 
ditional battalion of infantry. Major-General Polk’s corps 
had two divisions, commanded by Brigadier-General Clark 
and Major-General Cheatham. Clark’s brigades were com- 
manded by Colonel Bussell and Brigadier-General A. P. 
Stewart ; Cheatham’s brigades were commanded by Brigadier- 
General B. B. Johnson and Colonel Stephens. Each biigade 
was made up of four regiments of infantry and a battery. 
Brigadier-General John C. Breckenridge’s reserve comx>risod 
three brigades, commanded by Colonel Tral)ue, Brigadier- 
General Bowen, and Colonel Statham. Trabuo had five regi- 
ments and two battalions, Bowen four regiments, and Btat- 
ham six regiments of infantry. Each brigade had a battery. 
By the returns, Cleburne’s brigade was the largest, having 
2,750 effectives. Besides, were three regiments, two batta- 
lions and one company of cavalry. Tliis force comprised 
40,000 of the 50,000 effectives gathered at Corinth. Different 
returns vary a few hundred more and a few hundred less. 
General Johnston telegraphed to Jefferson Davis, when the 
movement began, that the number was 40,000. In forming 
for battle, the army was to deidoy into three imrallel lines, 
the distance between the lines to be one thousand yards. 
Hardee’s corps to be the first ; Bragg’s the second ; and the 
third to be composed of Polk on the left and Breckenridge 
on the right. 

BLardee, moving out in advance, in the afternoon of Thura- 
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day, halted Friday forenoon at Mickey’s house, about seven- 
teen miles from Corinth. Bragg’s corps bivouacked Friday 
night in rear of Hardee. Clark’s division of Polk’s corps 
followed m due order on its road. Cheatham’s division, on 
outpost on the railroad at Purdy and Bethel, under orders 
to defend himself if attacked, otherwise to assemble at 
Purdy, march thence to Monterey, and thence to position 
near Mickey’s, did not leave Purdy till Saturday morning, 
and reached his position Saturday afternoon. Breckenridge, 
who marched from his station at Bumesville through Fami- 
ington without entering Corinth, using a cross-road, could 
not pull his wagons through the mud, and failed to get as 
far as Monterey Friday night. While Hardee was lying near 
Mickey’s house, his cavalry felt the National outposts, and 
a reconnoitring party from the National camp struck Cle- 
burne’s brigade. 

The order issued at Corinth required the columns to be 
dejjloyed by seven o’clock, Saturday morning, and the attack 
to begin at eight o’clock. Hardee began his movement at 
daybreak, Saturday, deployed about ten o’clock, and waited. 
His line being too short to extend from Owl Creek to Lick 
Creek, Gladden’s brigade was moved forward from Bragg’s 
corps, and added to Hardee’s right. The rest of Withers* 
division moved into position behind Hardee’s right; but 
Buggies’ division, constituting the right of Bragg’s line, did 
not appear. Successive messengers bringing no satisfaction, 
'General Johnston rode to the rear with his staff, till he found 
Buggies’ division standing still, with its head in an open 
field. It was set in motion, Polk followed ; Cheatham arrived 
from Purdy ; Breckenridge extricated his command from the 
deep mud, and, by four o’clock in the afternoon, the deploy- 
ment and formation of the army was complete. It was too 
late to attack that day. Beauregard urged that it was too 
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late to attack at all, that it would now be impossible to effect 
a surprise, that the expedition should be abandoned and the 
troops march back to Corinth. Johnston directed the troops 
to bivouac, and attack to be made next day at daylight. 

Of the five divisions at Pittsburg Landing, the organization 
of four — the First, McClemand’s ; Second, 0. F. Smith’s, com- 
manded by Brigadier-General W. H. L. Wallace, General 
Smith being ill at Savannah ; the Fourih, Hiirlbut’s ; and the 
Fifth, Sherman’s — was completed. The Sixth, commanded 
by Prentiss, was still in process of formation. McClemand’s 
First Brigade, composed of the Eighth and Eighteenth Il- 
linois, Eleventh and Thirteenth Iowa, was commanded by 
Colonel Hare, of the Eleventh Iowa ; the Second was com- 
posed of the Eleventh, Twentieth, Forty-fifth, and Forty- 
eighth Illinois, and commanded by Col. Marsh, of the Twen- 
tieth Illinois ; the Third, of the Seventeenth, Twenty-ninth, 
Forty-third, and Forty-ninth Illinois. Colonel Ross, of the 
Seventeenth Illinois, the senior colonel, being ill and absent, 
the command of this brigade devolved on Colonel Reardon, 
of the Twenty-ninth. The Second Division comprised three 
brigades : the First, commanded by Colonel Tuttle, of the 
Second Iowa, contained the Second, Seventh, Twelfth, and 
Fourteenth Iowa; the Second, commanded by Brigadier- 
General McArihur, comprised the Thirteenth and Fourteenth 
Missouri, Ninth and Twelfth Illinois, and Eighty-first Ohio. 
The Fourteenth Missouri, at that time, went by the name of 
Birge’s Sharpshooters ; the Third, commanded by Colonel 
Sweeney, of the Fifty-second Illinois, comprised the Eighth 
Iowa, and the Seventh, Fiftieth, Fifty-second, Fifty-seventh, 
and Fifty-eighth Illinois. The Fourth Division contained 
three brigades ; the First, commanded by Colonel Williams, 
ol the Third Iowa, contained the Third Iowa, Twenty-eighth, 
Thirty-second, and Forty-first Illinois; the Second, com- 
manded by Colonel Veatch, of the Twenty-fifth Indiana, con- 
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tained the Twenty-fifth Indiana, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and 
Forty-sixth Illinois ; the Third, commanded by Brigadier- 
General Lauman, who reported for duty Saturday, April 5th, 
and was then assigned to this command, comprised the 
Thirty-first and Forty-fourth Indiana, and the Seventeenth 
and Twenty-fifth Kentucky. The Fifth Division contained 
four brigades : the First, commanded by Colonel McDowell, 
of the Sixth Iowa, was made of the Sixth Iowa, Forty-sixth 
Ohio, and the Fortieth Illinois ; the Second, commanded by 
Colonel Stuart, of the Fifty-fifth Illinois, was made of the 
Fifty-fifth Illinois and the Fifty-fourth and Seventy-first 
Ohio ; the Third, commanded by Colonel Hildebrand, of the 
Seventy-seventh Ohio, contained the Fifty-third, Fifty-sev- 
enth, and Seventy-seventh Ohio ; the Fourth, commanded by 
Colonel Buckland, of the Seventy-second Ohio, contained the 
Forty-eighth, Seventieth, and Seventy-second Ohio. The 
Sixth Division was organized into two brigades : the First 
Brigade, commanded by Colonel Peabody, of the Twenty-fifth 
Missouri, contained the Twenty-first and Twenty-fifth Mis- 
souri, Twelfth Michigan, and Sixteenth Wisconsin. The 
Second, commanded by Colonel Miller, of the Eighteenth 
Missouri, comprised the Eighteenth Missouri and Sixty-first 
Illinois. The Sixteenth Iowa, assigned to this brigade, ar- 
riving fresh from the recruiting depot, without ammunition, 
on April 5th, reported to General Prentiss that day, but was 
sent by him to the landing early in the morning of the 6tli, 
and was by General Grant assigned to duty that day in an- 
other part of the field. The Eighteenth Wisconsin arrived 
and reported on April 5th, and the Twenty-third Missouri 
arrived in the morning of the 6th, and reported on the field 
at nine o’clock.* But these two regiments were not formally 


* The Fifteenth Michigan arriving without ammunition, immedi \^^ly before the 
attack began, marched to the rear for ammunition and, returning to the field, fought 
through the day between the Eighteenth Missouri and the Eighteenth Wisconsin. 
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assigned to either brigade. The Fifteenth Iowa, assigned to 
this division, arrived the morning of April 6th, and was as- 
signed to duty in another part of the field. The Fourteenth 
Wisconsin, assigned to the division, arrived late in the night 
of April 6th, and served on the 7th with Crittenden’s division 
of Buell’s army. 

The artillery was not attached to brigades, but was under 
the direct command of division commanders. The batteries 
of Schwartz and McAllister, and Burrow’s Fourteenth Ohio 
Battery served with McClemand’s division. Willard’s Com- 
pany A, First Illinois Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant 
Wood, and Major Cavender’s battalion of Companies D, H, 
and I, First Missouri Artillery, were attached to W. H. L. 
Wallace’s division. Mann’s four-gun battery, Boss’ Second 
Michigan, and Myer’s Thirteenth Ohio batteries, were at- 
tached to Hurlbut’s division. Behr’s Sixth Indiana Battery, 
and Barrett’s Company B, and Waterhouse’s Company E, 
First Illinois Artillery, were attached to Sherman’s division. 
Barrett’s battery had foimerly been commanded by Captain 
Ezra Taylor, promoted Major of the First Illinois Artillery, 
and was still commonly called Taylor’s battery, and is so 
styled in some of the reports of the l)attle. Munch’s Min- 
nesota and Hickenloojjer’s Fifth Ohio Battery were attached 
to Prentiss’ division. There was some change in the as- 
signment of batteries on April 5th. The above gives their 
position as it was on April 6th. Bouton’s Company I, First 
Illinois Artillery, and Dresser’s battery, commanded by Cap- 
tain Timony, though not assigned, were given positions on 
the field by Major Ezra Taylor, Sherman’s chief of artil- 
lery, by direction of General Grant. Margraff’s Eighth Ohio 
Battery served with Sherman, Powell’s Company F, Second 
Illinois Artillery, serv^ed with Prentiss. Madison’s Com- 
pany B, Second Illinois Artillery, served at the landing. 
Captain Silversparre’s four-gun battery of twenty-pound 
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Parrotts, though assigned to McClemand, remained at the 
landing from lack of horses and equipage to pull them ont 
to camp. 

The Third Division, commanded by General Lewis Wal- 
lace, comprised three brigades: The First Brigade, com- 
manded by Colonel Morgan L. Smith, of the Eighth Mis- 
souri, comprising the Eleventh and Twenty-fourth Indiana 
and the Eighth Missouri, was in camp at Crump’s Landing ; 
the Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Thayer, of the 
First Nebraska, comprising the First Nebraska, Twenty-third 
Indiana, and Fifty-eighth and Sixty-eighth Ohio, was camped 
at Stony Lonesome, two miles out from Crump’s Landing; 
the Third Brigade, commanded by Colonel Whittlesey, of 
the Twentieth Ohio, comprising the Twentieth, Fifty -sixth, 
Seventy-sixth, and Seventy-eighth Ohio, was in camp at 
Adamsville, three miles out beyond Stony Lonesome, or 
five miles from Crump’s Landing. Buell’s Battery I, First 
Missouri Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Thnrber, and 
Thompson’s Ninth Indiana Battery, constituted the artillery 
of the division. 

The cavalry consisted of the Fifth Ohio, Fourth and 
Eleventh Illinois, Companies A and B, Second Illinois, under 
Captain Houghtaling, two companies of regular cavalry un- 
der Lieutenant Powell, Stewart’s battalion, and Thielman’s 
battalion. The Third Battalion of the Fifth Ohio and the 
,Third Battlion of the Eleventh Illinois remained with Lewis 
Wallace. The rest of the cavalry was. assigned to different 
divisions, but the assignment was changed on April 5th. 

The Fifth Ohio Cavalry, attached to Sherman’s division 
till April 5th, frequently made reconnoitring expeditions 
some miles to the front, and frequently encountered parties 
of hostile cavalry. Thursday, April 3d, General Sherman 
sent Buckland’s brigade out on a reconnoissance on the 
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Corinth road, but with strict injunctions, in accordance with 
General Halleck’s repeated order, not to be drawn into a 
fight with any considerable force of the enemy, that would 
risk bringing on a general engagement. Buckland marched 
to the fork of the road about five miles out, which must have 
been at Mickey’s. General Hardee states that Mickey’s is 
about eight miles from the landing. Posting the brigade 
between the roads, he sent two companies out on each road. 
Both encountered hostile cavalry, understood to be pickets, 
within half a mile, began skirmishing with them, and saw a 
larger body of cavalry beyond. The companies were recalled, 
and the brigade reached camp a little before dark and re- 
ported. Next day, Friday, the 4th, a cavalry dash on Buck- 
land’s picket-line swooped off a lieutenant and seven men. 
General Buckland, who was near, sent information to Sher- 
man, who sent out 150 cavalry. Major Crockett, who was 
drilling his regiment near by, sent a company to scout be- 
yond the picket-line. Major Crockett was sent by General 
Buckland with another company, to bring the first one back. 
Before long firing was heard, Buckland started with a bat- 
talion to the rescue, found the second company had been at- 
tacked and Major Crockett captured, pushed on a distance 
estimated at two miles, attacked unseen a body of cavalry just 
about to charge upon the first company, was reinforced by 
the cavalry sent out by Sherman, pursued the hostile cavaliy 
a distance estimated another mile, came in view of artillery 
and infantry, was fired on by the artillery, returned bringing 
in ten prisoners, and found General Sherman at the picket- 
posts with a brigade in line. The same evening, in obedi- 
ence to an order fronit General Sherman, Buckland sent him 
a written report. This advance was the attack upon Cle- 
burne’s brigade reported by General Hardee. 

Saturday the cavalry were moving camps, in obedience 
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to the order of reassignment. Batteries were moving about 
under the same order. Buckland and Hildebrand anxiously 
visited their picket-lines and observed the parties of hostile 
cavalry hovering in the woods beyond. Some of the men on 
picket claimed they had seen infantry. Captain Mason of 
the Seventy-seventh Ohio, on picket, observed at daylight, 
Saturday morning, numbers of rabbits and squirrels scud- 
ding from the woods to and across his picket-line. General 
Sherman was advised, but he had no cavalry to send out ; 
the Fifth had gone, and the Fourth not yet reported. He en- 
joined Buckland and Hildebrand to be vigilant, strengthen 
their pickets, and be prepared for attack. Additional com- 
panies were sent out to increase the pickets, Buckland estab- 
lished a connecting line of sentries from the picket reserve 
to camp, to communicate the first alarm on the picket-line, 
and instructed his officers to be prepared for a night attack. 

Saturday afternoon, General Prentiss, in consequence of 
information received from his advance guard, sent Colonel 
Moore, of the Twenty-first Missouri, with three companies 
from his regiment, to reconnoitre the front. The line of his 
march being oblique to the line of the camp, led him out 
beyond the front of Sherman^s line. He marched in that 
direction three miles, saw nothing, and returned to camp. 
The oblique direction of his march j)revented his running 
into Hardee’s lines. Prentiss, assured there was some activ- 
ity — a cavalry reconnoissance in his front — pushed his pickets 
Out a mile and a half and reinforced them. McClemand, 
the same day, went out with Colonel McPherson and a bat- 
talion of cavalry on a reconnoissance toward Hamburg and 
a short distance out on the road to Corinth, and saw a few 
hostile scouts back of Hamburg. 

General Lewis Wallace’s reconnoitring parties developed 
the presence of a considerable force at Purdy and Bethel, 
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on tlie railroad. Getting information, Friday night, of signs 
of preparation for movement by this force, an order was sent 
to the brigade at Adamsville to form line at daybreak. The 
other brigades reached Adamsville at an early hour, and all 
remained prepared to repel attack till noon. The activity 
observed at Purdy and Bethel was, in fact, Cheatham’s prep- 
aration for his march, Saturday, to his position in General 
Polk’s line. General Grant being advised, Friday, by L. 
Wallace, of the assembling of the force in his front, directed 
W. H. L. Wallace to hold his division in readiness to move 
to the support of L. Wallace immediately in case he should 
be threatened ; and advised Sherman to instruct his pickets 
to be on the alert, and to be ready to move in support with 
his whole division, and with Hurlbut’s if necessary, if an 
attack on L. Wallace should be attempted. W. H. L. Wal- 
lace and Sherman commanded, by their respective positions, 
the bridges across Owl Creek, over which passed the two 
roads from the camps at Pittsburg Landing to L. Wallace. 

Saturday, Sherman wrote to Grant : All is quiet along 
my lines now. We are in the act of exchanging cavaliy, 
according to your orders. The enemy has cavalry in our 
front, and I think there are two regiments of infantry and 
one battery of artillery about six miles out. I will send you 
in ten prisoners of war, and a report of last night’s affair, in 
a few minutes. 

“ Your note is just received. I have no doubt that nothing 
will occur to-day, more than some picket-firing. The enemy 
is saucy, but got the worst of it yesterday, and will not press 
our pickets far. I will not be drawn out far, unless with cer- 
tainty of advantage ; and I do not apprehend anything like 
an attack upon our position.” A little later in the day. Gen- 
eral Sherman wrote to Grant : “ I infer that the enemy is in 
some considerable force at Pea Ridge [another name for 
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Monterey] ; that yesterday they crossed a bridge with two 
regiments of infantry, one regiment of cavalry, and one bat- 
tery of field-artillery, to the ridge on which the Corinth road 
lays. They halted the infantry and artillery at a point 
about five miles in my front, and sent a detachment to the 
house of General Meeks, on the north of Owl Creek, and the 
cavalry down toward our camp. This cavalry captured a 
part of our advance pickets, and afterward engaged two 
companies of Colonel Buckland’s regiment, as described by 
him in his report herewith enclosed. Our cavalry drove 
them back upon their artillery and infantry, killing many 
and bringing ten prisoners (all of the First Alabama Cav- 
alry), whom I send you.” General Grant on the same day 
despatched to General Halleck : “ Just as my letter of yes- 
terday to Captain McLean, Assistant Adjutant-General, was 
finished, notes from Generals McClemand’s and Sherman’s as- 
sistant adjutant-generals were received, stating that our out- 
posts had been attacked by the enemy, apparently in consider- 
able force. I immediately went up, but found all quiet. The 
enemy took two officers and four or five of our men prison- 
ers, and wounded four. We took eight prisoners and killed 
several. Number of the enemy’s wounded not known. They 
had with them three pieces of artillery, and cavalry and in- 
fantry. How much cannot, of course, be estimated. I have 
scarcely the faintest idea of an attack (general one) being 
made upon us, but will be prepared should such a thing 
take place. General Nelson’s division has arrived. The 
other two, of Buell’s column, will arrive to-morrow or next 
day. It is my present intention to send them to Hamburg, 
some four miles above Pittsburg, when they all get here. 
From that point to Corinth the road is good, and a junction 
can be formed with the troops from Pittsburg at almost any 
point. Colonel McPherson has gone with an escort to-day 
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to examine the defensibility of the ground about Hamburg, 
and to lay out the position of the camp, if advisable to oc- 
cupy that place.” Earlier on the same day General Grant 
also telegraphed to General Halleck : “ The main force of the 
enemy is at Corinth, with troops at different points east. 
Small garrisons are also at Bethel, Jackson, and Humboldt. 
The number at these places seems constantly to change. 
The number of the enemy at Corinth, and within supporting 
distance of it, cannot be far from eighty thousand men.” 
General Halleck was preparing to leave St. Louis and come 
to the front to take immediate command of the combined 
army for the march on to Corinth. He advised Buell he 
would leave in the beginning of the coming week. 

IL— « 



CHAPTER VI. 


SHILOH-SUNDAY. 

Thbee companies of the Twenty-fifth Missouri, which regi- 
ment formed the right of Colonel Peabody’s brigade, Prentiss’ 
division, were sent out on reconnoissance about three o’clock 
in the morning of Sunday, April 6th. Following the road 
cautiously in a south-westerly direction, oblique to the line 
of the camp, they struck the enemy’s pickets in front of Gen- 
eral Sherman’s division. General Johnston, at breakfast with 
his staff, hearing the fire of the encounter, turned to Colonel 
Preston and to Captain Munford, and directed them to note 
the hour in their blank books. It was just fourteen minutes 
after five o’clock. 

Order was given to advance. To communicate the order 
along the line required time. General Beauregard says the 
advance began at half-past five. The three companies struck 
a battalion under Major Hardcastle, on Hardee’s picket-line. 
Major Hardcastle was posted on picket with a battalion of the 
Third Mississippi, a quarter of a mile in front of Wood’s 
brigade, Hardee’s corps. Lieutenant McNulty was posted 
with a small party, one hundred yards, and Lieutenant Ham- 
mock with another small party, two hundred yards, in front 
of the centre of the battalion. Cavalry videttes were still 
farther to the front. The Major reports : About dawn, the 
cavalry videttes fired three shots, wheeled and galloped back. 
Lieutenant Hammock suffered the enemy to approach within 
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ninety yards. Their line seemed to be three hundred and 
fifty yards long, and to number about one thousand. He 
fired upon them and joined his battalion with his men. 
Lieutenant McNulty received the enemy with his fire at about 
one hundred yards, and then joined his battalion with his 
men, when the videttes rode back to my main position. At 
the first alarm my men were in line and all ready. I was on 
a rip 3 of ground, men kneeling. The enemy opened a heavy 
fire on us at a distance of about two hundred yards, but 
most of the shots passed over us. We returned the fire im- 
mediately and kept it up. Captain Clare, aide to General 
Wood, came and encouraged us. We fought the enemy an 
hour or more, without giving an inch. Our loss in this en- 
gagement was : killed, four privates ; severely wounded, one 
sergeant, one corporal, and eight privates ; slightly wounded, 
the color-sergeant and nine privates. At about 6.30 a..m. I 
saw the brigade formed in my rear, and I fell back.” 

At six o’clock. Colonel Moore, of the Twenty-first Missouri, 
also of Peabody’s brigade, was directed by General Prentiss 
to move out with five companies to support the pickets. 
About half a mile from camp he met the three companies of 
the Twenty-fifth returning. Despatching the wounded on 
to camp, and sending for the rest of his regiment, he halted 
with the detachment of the Twenty-fifth till joined by Ids 
remaining five companies. So reinforced, he continued his 
advance three hundred yards, met the advance of Shaver’s 
brigade, halted on the edge of a field, and repulsed it. 
Colonel Moore being wounded, Lieutenant-Colonel Van Horn 
took command, and was further reinforced ; after an engage- 
ment of half an hour, was overpowered and fell back to the 
support of the brigade. 

According to General Bragg’s report, Johnston’s line o^ 
battle, after marching less than a mile beyond the scenei of 
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the first attack made by the three companies of the Twenty- 
fifth Missouri, came upon the strengthened National pickets, 
which he calls advanced posts. These fell back fighting. 
The army advanced steadily another mile, pushing back the 
fighting pickets, and then encountered the National troops 
“in strong force almost along the entire line. His batteries 
were posted on eminences, with strong infantry supports. 
Finding the first line was now unequal to the work before 
it, being weakened by extension, and necessarily broken by 
the nature of the ground, I ordered my whole force to move 
up steadily and promptly to its support.” 

Thus opened the battle of Shiloh. A combat made up 
of numberless separate encounters of detached portions of 
broken lines, continually shifting position and changing 
direction in the forest and across ravines, filling an entire 
day, is almost incapable of a connected narrative. As the 
first shock of the meeting lines of battle was near the right 
of the National line, an intelligible account may be given by 
describing the action of the divisions of Grant’s army sejja- 
rately, beginning with the right, or Sherman’s. 

The direction of General Johnston’s advance was such as 
to bring him first in contact with Sherman’s left and Pren- 
tiss’s right. To preserve even an approximate alignment of 
a line of battle of two miles front, marching with artillery, 
through wet forest, over rough, yet soft ground, with regi- 
ments in column doubled on the centre, the advance was 
necessarily slow. The reports show that portions of the 
second line, instead of keeping the prescribed distance of 
eight hundred yards in rear of the first, overtook it, and had 
to halt to regain the distance. The National pickets, posted 
a mile in front of the camps, were struck about half-past six 
o’clock Colonel J. Thompson, aide-de-camp to General 
Beauregard, in his report to his chief, says ; “ The first can- 
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non was discliarged on our left at seven o’clock, which was 
followed by a rapid discharge of musketry. About 7.30 I 
rode forward with Colonel Jordan to the front, to ascertain 
how the battle was going. Then I learned from General 
Johnston that General Hardee’s line was within half a mile 
of the enemy’s camps, and bore from General Johnston a 
message that he advised sending forward strong reinforce- 
ments to our left. From eight o’clock to 8.30 the can- 
nonading was very heavy along the whole line, but espe- 
cially in the centre, which was in the line of their camps. 
About ten o’clock you moved forward with your staff and 
halted within about half a mile of the enemy’s camps.” 


Sherman’s division. 

The Seventy-seventh Ohio, of Hildebrand’s brigade, was 
ordered the evening before to go out to See’s, Sunday morn- 
ing, and reinforce the picket reserve stationed there, and was 
up early Sunday morning. General Buckland, having slept 
little in the night, rose early. While at breakfast he re- 
ceived word that the pickets were heavily attacked, and were 
falling back toward camp. He at once had the long-roll 
sounded, and his brigade formed on the color-line. He rode 
over to General Sherman’s headquarters, a few hundred 
yards off, and reported the facts. Meanwhile, the brigades 
of Hildebrand and McDowell formed on their respective 
color-lines. The division was formed — Taylor’s battery on 
a rising ground in front of Shiloh Church; Hildebrand’s 
brigade to its left, the Seventy-seventh Ohio being next to 
the battery, and four guns of Waterhouse’s battery placed 
between the Fifty-seventh and Fifty-third Ohio — the Fifty- 
third detached and forming the extreme left. The other 
two guns of Waterhouse’s battery were advanced to the front 
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beyond Oak Creek. Buckland’s brigade formed to the right 
of Taylor’s battery, and McDowell’s still farther to the right, 
on the bluffs of Oak Creek, near its junction with Owl Creek, 
and separated from Buckland by a lateral ravine which 
opened into Oak Creek. Behr’s battery was with McDowell. 
One of its guns, with two companies of infantry, was sta- 
tioned still farther to the right, commanding the bridges 
over Oak Creek and Owl Creek, immediately above their 
junction. 

The advanced section of Waterhouse’s battery fell back 
before an approaching skirmish lino and took position with 
the battery. General Sherman rode to the front of the Fifty- 
third, to the edge of a ravine, the continuation or source of 
Oak Creek, and saw, through the forest beyond, Johnston’s 
lines sweeping across his front toward his left. At the same 
time. General Johnston was, a few hundred yards off, on the 
other side of the ravine, putting General Hindman with one 
of his brigades into position for attack. Hindman’s skir- 
mishers opened fire and killed Sherman’s orderly. Sher- 
man’s brigades advanced to the sloping of the ravine of Oak 
Creek; Sherman had already sent word to General McCler- 
nand asking for support to his left; to General Prentiss, 
giving him notice that the enemy was in force in front ; and 
to General Hurlbut, asking him to suppport Prentiss. 

The first line of Johnston’s army, commanded by General 
Hardee, opened, widening the intervals between brigades as 
it advanced. The two brigades commanded by General 
Hindman, having less rough ground to traverse, outstripped 
General Cleburne. Hindman’s own brigade, commanded 
by Colonel Shaver, inclining to the right, struck Prentiss’ 
right. General Hindman in person, with Wood’s brigade, 
came to the front of the Fifty-third Ohio. General John- 
ston, having put it in position, rode back to Cleburne and 
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moved his brigade to Buckland’s front. The battle opened. 
The Fifty-third Ohio, detached by the position of its camp 
from the rest of Hildebrand’s brigade, being off to the left 
and farther to the front, was first engaged. According to 
the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Fulton, the advancing line 
of Wood’s brigade having twice recoiled before the fire of 
the regiment, Colonel Appier cried out to his men to fall 
back and save themselves. The regiment retired in confu- 
sion behind McClemand’s Third Brigade, which had come 
up in support ; but, soon rallied by the Lieutenant-Colonel 
and Adjutant Dawes, it returned to the front to the bank of 
the stream. The colonel reappeared and again ordered a 
Vetreat. The regiment was now fatally broken. Adjutant 
Dawes, however, rallied two companies and attached them to 
the Seventeenth Illinois, of McClemand’s Third Brigade, 
while a considerable detachment joined the Seventy-seventh 
Ohio, then commanded by Major Fearing. In the afternoon, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fulton, with the greater part of the reg- 
iment reunited, acted as support to Bouton’s battery. 

General Patton Anderson, with his brigade, and Captain 
Hodgson’s battery of the Washington Ariillery, pressed for- 
ward from Johnston’s second line, commanded by General 
Bragg, into the gap between Hindman and Cleburne. Post- 
ing his battery on high ground, he advanced his brigade 
down into the wet and bushy valley of Oak Creek, and 
charged up the slope. Taylor’s battery and the Fifty-sev- 
enth and Seventy-seventh Ohio instantly drove him back. 
His regiments, not discouraged, charged singly, and when 
broken, charged by battalion, but could not withstand the 
fire, and as often fell back. General Johnston, who had 
passed on toward his right, dispatched two brigades, Rus- 
sell’s and Johnson’s, from the third line, commanded by 
General Polk, to aid the assault. General Beauregard 
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moved them to his right, beyond Hindman, to attack McCler- 
nand. 

Meanwhile, Cleburne, forming the extreme left of Hardee’s 
line, with his brigade of six regiments and two batteries 
engaged Buckland. The valley of Oak Creek is there wider, 
deeper, and boggy. The sloiJo, crowned by Buckland’s bri- 
gade, was steep and bushy. A bend in its course gave some 
companies of the Seventieth Ohio an enfilading fire. Cle- 
burne’s regiments, tangled in the morass, straggled with 
uneven front up the wooded ascent, only to be driven back 
by Buckland’s steady fire. Befomiing, they charged again, 
to meet another repulse. The regiments, broken, disor- 
dered, and commingled, persisted in the vain endeavor, only 
to encounter heavier losses. The Sixth Mississippi lost 300 
killed and wounded out of a total of 425. More than one- 
third of the brigade were killed and wounded. Pond’s bri- 
gade, of Bragg’s corps, came uj) in support, but paused on 
the wooded bank, and did not attempt to cross this valley 
of death. 

McClernand’s other brigades, which were to the left of the 
Third, after some very sharp fighting, fell back. The long 
line of Wood’s brigade then largely outreached Colonel 
Kaith’s left flank. Baith refused his left regiments. Wood’s 
brigade wheeled to their left, confronting Raith’s new line. 
Waterhouse’s battery, being taken on the flank, was limbering 
up to withdraw, when Major Taylor ordered it into action 
again. Raith’s regiments gave way. Wood’s brigade charged 
on Waterhouse’s battery, capturing three of its guns. Captain 
Waterhouse and two lieutenants being wounded. Lieutenant 
Fitch, by order of Major Taylor, retired to the river with the 
two pieces that were saved sound. The Fifty-seventh and 
Seventy-seventh Ohio being now assailed on the flank by 
Wood’s advance, fell back in disorder. Anderson’s brigade 
0 
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then gathered itself up, emerged from the wet borders of 
the creek, and gained the plateau in front of Hildebrand’s 
camps. Buckland’s rear was now commanded by a hostile 
battery and threatened by Wood’s brigade. General Sher- 
man at ten o’clock ordered his division to take position to 
the rear ^ilong the Purdy road. Barrett’s battery, moving 
back by the Corinth road, came into position with Mc- 
Clemand’s division in its second position. McDowell’s bri- 
gade had not yet been engaged, and to get into the new 
position merely shifted his line to the left along the road. 
Buckland moved back through his camp in order, his wagons 
carrying off his dead and wounded and such baggage as they 
could hold. The gi*eater part of the Seventy-seventh Ohio, 
commanded by Major Fearing, together with some com- 
panies of the Fifty-seventh, held by Lieutenont-Oolonel 
Rice, and some companies of the Fifty-third, represented 
Hildebrand’s brigade. Colonel Hildebrand finding his com- 
mand so reduced, served part of the day on McClemand’s 
staff, but returned to General Sherman in the evening. 
Colonel Crafts Wright, commanding the Thirteenth Missouri 
in W. H. L. Wallace’s division, was ordered in the morning 
to take a designated position on the Purdy road. This 
brought him on the left of General Sherman’s new line. 
The remnant of Hildebrand’s brigade formed on Wright’s 
left and operated with him. 

Meanwhile General Grant, at breakfast at Savannah, nine 
miles below Pittsburg Landing by river, but six miles in an 
air-line, heard the firing. He at once sent an order to General 
Nelson to march his division up the river to opposite Pitts- 
burg ; and, not aware that General Buell had arrived the pre- 
vious evening, sent a letter out to meet him, advising him of 
the order given to Nelson and explaining the reason for not 
waiting in person for his arrival. Steaming up the river, ho 
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stopped at Crump’s Landing at eight o’clock and directed 
Lewis Wallace to hold his division in readiness to move. 
Arrived at Pittsburg Landing, Colonel Pride, of his staff, at 
once organized ammunition trains, which were busy all day 
supplying the troops at the front. The Twenty-third Mis- 
souri, just arrived by boat, he hurried out to reinforce Pren- 
tiss. The Fifteenth Iowa, just arrived, and the Sixteenth, 
sent by Prentiss to the landing for ammunition, he directed 
to form line, arrest the tide of stragglers from the front, and 
organize them to return. Riding to the front, he found 
General Sherman a little before ten o’clock in his hottest 
engagement, still holding the enemy at bay in front of his 
camp ; told him that Wallace would come up from Crump’s 
Landing ; sent word to Wallace to move ; to Nelson, to has- 
ten his movements ; returned to the landing, dispatched the 
two Iowa regiments to reinforce McClernand, and proceeded 
to visit the other divisions in the field. 

The loaded wagons of McDowell’s brigade, hurrying to the 
rear along the Purdy road, interfered with the formation of 
Sherman’s new line. Behr’s battery, galloping to the i)osi- 
tion assigned to it — the centre of the line — added to the diffi- 
culty. This battery was hardly in position and under fire 
before Captain Behr was killed, and the men abandoned 
their guns, fleeing from the field with the caissons. The 
line so disordered and broken w^as hard pressed by the ene- 
my, and Sherman selected another line of defence, to liis 
left and rear, connecting with McClernand’s right. McDow- 
ell, nearly cut off by the enemy’s j^ressing through the gap 
left by Belir’s men, brought the remaining gun of this bat- 
tery from its position near the bridge, and by a rapid fire 
pressed back the advance. His regiments became separated 
while struggling through dense thickets to the new position. 
The Fortieth Illinois found itself marching by the flank. 
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with a deep ravine along its left, and a confederate regiment 
marching in parallel course not far to its right. Thus cut 
off, the Fortieth formed with its rear to the ravine, with a 
desperate effort drove its dangerous companion out of the 
way, and, pushing through the timber, came into a valley 
in rear of McClernand. 

Not all the force engaged in the two hours’ fight in front 
of Sherman’s camp followed him to liis new position. Cle- 
burne had difficulty in reforming his shattered command. 
The remnant of the Sixth Mississippi marched to the rear 
under command of the senior surviving captain, disabled for 
further service. The fi-agment of the Twenty-Third Tennes- 
see remaining near Cleburne was sent to the rear to hunt up 
the portions that had broken from it in the contest. Cle- 
burne, x^roceeding for his other regiments, was stopped by 
General Hardee about noon, and directed to collect and bring 
into action the stragglers who were thronging in the cax^tured 
camps. With the aid of cavalry he gathered ux> an unorgan • 
ized multitude ; but, finding he could do nothing with them, 
he resumed the search for his remaining regiments. About 
two o’clock he found the Fifth and Twenty-fourth Tennes- 
see and Fifteenth Arkansas “ halted under the brow of an 
abrupt hill.” The Second Tennessee had moved to the rear, 
and did not rejoin the brigade during the battle. Cleburne 
was not again severely engaged during the day. Colonel 
Pond kept his brigade, in x^tirsuance of General Bragg’s 
order, watching the crossings of Owl Creek. 

But the brigades of Anderson and Wood pressed on. 
Trabue’s heavy brigade of five regiments, two battalions 
and two batteries, had been detached from the reserve at 
Beauregard’s request for reinforcements, and sent by John- 
ston to his extreme left. Skirting Owl Creek, he came in 
full force upon Shennan’s right flank, at half-x)ast twelve 
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o’clock. McDowell’s two remaining regiments, the Sixth 
Iowa and Forty-sixth Ohio, were quickly moved to confront 
Trabue. The Forty-sixth Ohio was more alert in move^ 
ment, and opened a hot fire before Trabue was completely 
deployed and in position. A steady combat through the 
timber and underbrush, and across the ravines, lasted an hour 
and a half. The Sixth Iowa lost 61 killed and 120 wounded ; 
the Forty-sixth Oliio, losing fewer killed, but more wounded 
— 34 killed, 150 wounded, and 52 taken prisoners — was quite 
shattered, and took no further part in the battle. Colonel 
Tral>ue’s estimate of the character of the fighting at this 
point appears from his statement that his command in this 
encounter killed and wounded four or five hundred of the 
Forty-Sixth Ohio alone. It appears also from his report, 
which has never been officially published, but which is 
printed in the “ History of the First Kentucky Brigade,” that, 
of the 844 casualties in the brigade in the two days’ battle, 
534 were in the four regiments engaged in this encounter. 
Sherman readjusted his line, resting his right on a deep 
ravine running to Owl Greek, and keeiniig his left in connec- 
tion with McClernand. Trabue w’as reinforced by General 
A. P. Stewart and part of his brigade, and a i>art of Ander- 
son’s brigade which had been resting in a ravine in the rear. 
The struggle lasted with varying intensity and alternate 
success. 

There were charges and countercharges, ground was lost 
and regained ; but the general result was a recession of the 
battered division to the left and rear. About four o’clock, 
during a lull, Sherman moved his reduced command still 
farther in the same direction, and took position so as to 
cover the road by which Lewis Wallace w^as to arrive. Here, 
with an open field in front, he w^as not further molested, and 
here he bivouacked for the night. At this point. Captain 
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Hickenlooper, who had been engaged all day in the sturdy 
defence made by Prentiss, joined Sherman with his battery. 
Buckland, rejoined by the Seventieth Ohio, was ordered, late 
in the afternoon, to take his brigade to the bridge over Snake 
Creek, by which Lewis Wallace was expected. From this 
point the Forty-eighth Ohio marched to the landing for am- 
munition, and was there detained as a portion of the force 
supporting the reserve artillery till next morning. The 
bridge appearing free from risk, Buckland returned to the 
place of bivouac, constituting the right of Sherman’s line. 
The Thirteenth Missouri became separated from the division 
in the last struggle, was incorporated for the night in Col- 
onel Marsh’s collection of regiments, constituting for the 
night McClernand’s right. The position of the Thirteenth 
during the night was close by the headquarter tents of Gen- 
eral McArthur, of W. H. L. Wallace’s division. The Fifty- 
third Ohio bivouacked with the Eighty-first Ohio, in front of 
the camp of the Second Iowa, in Tuttle’s brigade of W. H. 
Wallace’s division. McDowell’s brigade had disappeared 
from the division. Portions of the Fifty-seventh and Sev- 
enty-seventh Ohio, with Lieutenant-Colonel Rice and Major 
Fearing, were still with Sherman, and formed the left of his 
line in the bivouac. 


MOCLERNAND. 

The Forty-third Illinois, of McClernand’s brigade, being 
out by permission, Sunday morning, to discharge their pieces, 
which had been loaded since they marched to the picket- 
line, Friday evening, distant firing was heard. This being 
reported to General McClernand, he sent an order to Colonel 
Reardon to hold the brigade in readiness for action. Colonel 
Reardon, being confined to bed by illness, directed Colonel 
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Baith to assume command. There was some delay in get- 
ting the brigade formed, owing to the sudden change of com- 
manders and to the incredulity of the officers in some of the 
regiments as to the reality of an attack. The brigade being 
at length formed, advanced, and took position, with its right 
near Waterhouse’s battery — its line making an angle with 
Sherman’s line, so as to throw the left of the brigade upon 
and along Oak Creek. Colonel Marsh, of the Twentieth Illi- 
nois, heard considerable musketry on the left of the National 
camp. This continuing without material interruption for 
some time, he ordered regimental commanders to be in 
readiness to form, and soon after received an order from 
General McClemand to form the brigade. Soon after the 
brigade was formed an order was received to advance to the 
support of General Sheiman, who was reported to be heav- 
ily attacked. The brigade moved to the left to a position 
assigned by General McClemand. The First Brigade was 
ordered to form three regiments on the left of the Second, 
and to post one regiment, the Eleventh Iowa, in reserve in 
rear of the right of Colonel Marsh’s brigade. The alignment 
of the Third Brigade, by Colonel Kaith throwing his left 
too far to the front, so as to be exposed to a flank attack 
and also to cover Colonel Marsh’s right, Colonel liaith 
wheeled his left to the rear to connect with Marsh. The 
right of McClemand’s division, as thus formed, connected 
with Sherman, but the left was uncovered. 

General Johnston sent two brigades from Polk’s corps. 
Colonel Kussell’s and General B. B. Johnson’s, to reinforce 
his extreme left. General Beauregard, who had taken im- 
mediate command on the Confederate left, sent them farther 
to his light, and they went into position on the left of 
Wood’s brigade. Two regiments of Bussell’s brigade formed 
on the left of Wood ; the rest were marched by General 
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Clark, the division commander, still feirther to the right. 
Three of General Johnson’s regiments formed on the right 
of Russell’s two, while General Bragg moved Johnson’s re- 
inaining two regiments off to his right, to another attack. The 
assault on Colonel Marsh was made with great fury. In five 
minutes most of the field officers in the brigade were killed 
or wounded. The enemy’s fire seemed especially directed at 
Burrow’s battery, posted in the centre of Marsh’s brigade, all 
the horses of which were killed or disabled. The colonel and 
lieutenant-colonel of the Forty-eighth Illinois being wounded 
and taken off the field, the regiment finally became disorgan- 
ized and retired in disorder. The other regiments fell back. 
The battery was lost. The first brigade, which had not been 
severely engaged, next retired in some disorder. The Third 
Brigade, being now enfiladed and turned on its left flank, 
Colonel Raith refused his left regiment, and was himself soon 
mortally wounded. Wood’s brigade then wheeling to its left 
and advancing, the Third Brigade fell back, leaving Water- 
house’s battery on the flank of Sherman’s division exposed. 

The division formed again, its right connected with Sher- 
man’s left on the Purdy road. When Sherman fell back from 
the Purdy road, McClemand adjusted his right to connect 
again with Sherman’s left. While his right connected still 
with Sherman, his left for a while almost joined W. H. L. 
Wallace in the position which he had assumed, and, when 
pushed back still farther, his left was yet to some extent pro- 
tected by the character of the ground, rough, intersected by 
ravines, and dotted with impenetrable thickets that inter- 
vened between it and W. H. L. Wallace. McAllister’s bat- 
tery, and Schwartz’s battery commanded by Lieutenant Nis- 
pel, were reinforced by Taylor’s battery, commanded by 
Captain Barrett, brought over from Sherman, and by Dresser’s 
battery, commanded by Captain Timony. 
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A determined and desperate straggle ensned, which lasted, 
with occasional intermissions, till late in the afternoon. 
Shaver’s brigade, which, after a severe and protracted con- 
test, had overcome Peabody’s biigade of Prentiss* division, 
was ordered to the attack upon the left of McClernand’s line. 
Advancing across a wide and open field, he encountered so 
hot a fire in front and on his right fionk, that his brigade 
recoiled back to the shelter of timber and halted paralyzed, 
till later in the day he was ordered to attack in another 
quarter. General B. R. Johnson was wounded, and his bri- 
gade so severely handled that it retreated from the field, 
leaving its battery, Polk’s, behind. McClemand’s whole di- 
vision advanced in line, pushing the enemy back half a mile 
through and beyond his camp. This success was only tem- 
porary. Changing front to meet fresh attacks, refusing first 
one fiank, then the other, clinging desperately to his camp, 
but, on the whole, shifting slowly back from one position to 
another, he formed, in the afternoon, in the edge of timber 
on the border of an open field, and here, during a pause of 
half an hour, supplied his command with ammunition. The 
respite was followed by a more furious assault. Falling back 
from his camp toward the river, to the farther side of a deep 
ravine lunning north and south, being the continuation of 
the valley or ravine of Brier Creek, he formed his line, 
facing west with wings refused, the centre being the apex, 
and still connecting on the right with the remnant of Sher- 
man’s division. Several fitful onslaughts at intervals forced 
McClemand to refuse his left still farther. 

The swinging around of McCleniand’s left, while he re- 
ceded in a general direction toward the northeast, left a wide 
interval between his command and W. H. L. Wallace. The 
force which had been massed against him and Sherman had 
been diminished by detachments sent to aid in the attack 
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againtW. H. L. Wallace and Prentiss. The remainder drifted 
through the gap to Wallace’s rear. Pond’s brigade, to which 
had been assigned the special duty of guarding along Owl 
Creek against any advance around Johnston’s left flank, con- 
stituted the extreme Confederate left. This brigade had been 
very little under fire during the day. The battery attached 
to it, Ketchum’s, was now detached to aid in the assault upon 
Wallace’s front. Pond, with three Louisiana regiments of 
his brigade, was directed to move to the left along the deep 
ravine which McClemand liad crossed, and silence one of 
McClemand’s batteries. Trabue’s brigade, which had been 
struggling through the tangled forest covering rough ground, 
separated by a lateral ravine from the ground in rear of 
Wallace and Prentiss, through the dense thickets of which 
ravine no command had been able to penetrate, was just 
emerging from the forest, and crossing the Brier Creek ra- 
vine toward Hurlbut’s camp. Trabue’s men, catching sight 
of the blue uniform of Pond’s Louisiana regiments, fii-ed upon 
them. This being silenced, Pond’s brigade continued down 
the ravine, and up a lateral ravine toward the river. Colonel 
Mouton’s Eighteenth Louisiana in advance. As they neared 
the position the battery withdrew, unmasking a line of in- 
fantry. A murderous fire was opened by this line. Pond’s 
brigade faltered, recoiled, withdrew ; the Eighteenth Louis- 
iana, according to Colonel Mouton’s report, leaving 207 dead 
and wounded in the ravine. 

This was the final attack on the National right. But 
scarcely was this over before Hurlbut’s command came fall- 
ing back through his camp, pushed on by Bragg and Breck- 
emidge. W. H. L. Wallace’s regiments, finding the force 
which had been contending with Sherman and McClemand 
closing on their rear, faced about and fought to their rear ; 
some regiments succeeded in cutting their way through and 
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streamed toward their camp. This sudden, tumultuous up- 
roar, far in the rear of the day’s conflict, infected MoCler' 
Hand’s command, and a large part of it broke in disorder. 
The broken line was partially rallied and moved back to 
what McClemand designates as his eighth position taken 
in the course of the day, and here he bivouacked for the 
night, his right joining the left of SheriuEin’s bivt)uac ; the 
left swung back so as to make an acute angle with it. Col- 
onel Marsh formed the right of the line. His “ command 
having been reduced to a merely nominal one ” in the after- 
noon, he had been sent back across the Brier Creek ravine 
before the rest of the division, to fomi a new line, arrest all 
stragglers, and detain all unattached fragments. Colonel 
Davis, with the Forty-sixth Illinois, was resting in front of 
their camp in Veatch’s brigade, Hurlbut’s division, but on 
Colonel Marsh’s request took position on Marsh’s right ; 
McClernand, when he fell back, formed the rest of his com- 
mand on Marsh’s left. The line consisted of the Forty- sixth, 
Forty-eighth, Twentieth, Seventeenth, Forty-ninth, Foi‘ty- 
third, and Forty-fifth Illinois, the Thirteenth Missouri, and 
the Fifty-third and Eighty-fii-st Ohio. The Forty-sixth Illinois 
lay in front of its camp, being the right of Veatch’s brigade 
camp, Hurlbut’s division. The Forty-eighth and Twentieth 
lay on its left. The Seventeenth, Forty-ninth, and Forty- 
third moved around to connect with Sherman’s left. The po- 
sition of the Forty-third was between the bivouac of the 
Forty-sixth Illinois and the Thirteenth Missouri, and mid- 
way between the camp of the Ninth Illinois of McArthur’s 
brigade, W. H. L. Wallace’s division, and the camp of the 
Forty-sixth Illinois. The Fifty-third and Eighty-first Ohio 
were in front of the camp of the Second Iowa, Tuttle’s Bri- 
gade, W. H. L. Wallace’s divimon. Colonel Crocker, Thir- 
teenth Iowa, who had assumed command of the First Bri- 
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gade on the wounding of Colonel Hare, bivouacked with his 
regiment in front of the camp of the Fourteenth Iowa, Tut- 
tle’s brigade. The Eighth and Eighteenth Illinois spent 
the night with the reserve artilleiy. 

Colonel Veatch, commanding Hurlbut’s Second Brigade, 
formed his command at half-past seven o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and was shortly after ordered to march to the support 
of Sherman. He reached a point not well defined, between 
nine and ten o’clock, and was placed in reserve. He soon 
became hotly engaged on McClernand’s left. His two right 
regiments, the Fifteenth and Forty-sixth Illinois, became 
separated from Colonel Veatch with the other two regiments, 
and then separated from each other. The Forty-sixth aided 
the Sixth Iowa and Forty-sixth Ohio in their desperate strug- 
gle with Trabue, and after continual engagements, being 
forced back to witliin half a mile of its camp, repaired 
thither about two o’clock and had a comfortable dinner. 
The Fifteenth sufiered severely. The lieutenant-colonel 
and the major, the only field-oflicers with the regiment, 
were killed, two captains were killed and one wounded, one 
lieutenant was killed and six wounded. Colonel Veatch, 
with the Twenty-fifth Indiana and Fourteenth Illinois, con- 
tinued fighting and manoeuvring with skill and determina- 
tion till the retreating division of Hurlbut passed along his 
rear. Colonel Veatch then reported to Hurlbut, and formed 
part of his line of defence in support of the reserve artillery 
at the close of the day. 

PRENTISS AND W. H. L. WALLACE. 

Prentiss* division in the front line, and W. H. L. Wallace’s 
on the plateau between the river and Brier Creek, were more 
widely separated in camp than any other two divisions ; but 
in the contest of Sunday they operated together. 
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Colonel Moore, of the Twenty-first Missouri, being wounded 
early in the encounter with the Confederate advance, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Woodyard took command of the regiment, 
together with the accompanying detachment of the Twenty- 
fifth Missouri and four companies of the Sixteenth Wis- 
consin, sent out the night before to reinforce the pickets. 
Pushed by Shaver’s brigade, he fell back after a struggle 
on the edge of a field to the farther side of a narrow ridge, 
about half a mile from camp, where he was joined by Colonel 
Peabody with the rest of the brigade. After a contest of 
half an hour, Shaver was repulsed and fell back. General 
A. S. Johnston observing men dropping out of the ranks of 
the retreating brigade, rallied it himself and ordered it to 
renew the attack. Peabody recoiled under the fresh onset, 
and, falling back, took his place, constituting the right of the 
line of battle of the division formed a quarter of a mile in 
advance of the camp. 

Gladden’s brigade, forming part of Bragg’s corps, on the 
second line of Johnston’s army, was moved forward to ex- 
tend the right of Hardee on the first line, wlien, by the 
divergence of Lick Creek from Owl Creek, Hardee’s line 
became inadequate to fill the distance between them. The 
line of Johnston’s advance being oblique to the line of Pren- 
tiss’ front, Gladden anived in front of Prentiss’ left after 
Shaver had become engaged with Peabody. Colonel Adams, 
who took command of the brigade upon the death of Gene- 
ral Gladden, and who made the full report of the brigade, 
says they anived in position at eight o’clock. Colonel Deas, 
who took command when Adams was wounded, says they 
arrived a little after seven. Colonel Loomis, who was in 
command on the return to Corinth, says in his report, made 
Ai)ril 13th, that the engagement of this brigade began at 
half-past seven. Wheeling to the left and deploying into 
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line, the brigade moved confidently forward. Gladden was 
mortally wounded and his command fell bach in confusion. 
General Johnston ordered it to return to the attack, but, on 
inspecting its condition, countermanded the order. 

Chalmei’s’ brigade, coming up from the second line, made 
an imjjetuous charge. Jackson’s brigade, which followed in 
rear of Chalmers, moved forward and joined in the atta-ck. 
Prentiss fell back and made a stand immediately in front of 
his camp. After a gallant but short struggle^ his division, 
about nine o’clock, gave way and fell back through his 
camp, leaving behind PoTvell’s guns and caissons and two of 
Hickenlooper’s guns, all the horses of Hickenlooper’s two 
guns being killed. The line was broken and disordered by 
the tents. The Twenty-fifth Missouri, and portions of other 
regiments drifted to the rear. On the summit of a slope, 
covered by dense thicket, not far to the rear of his camp, 
Prentiss rallied the Eighteenth and Twenty-first Missouri, 
Twelfth Michigan, and Eighteenth 'Wisconsin. The Sixty- 
first Illinois and Sixteenth Wisconsin were also rallied, but 
detached to form in reserve to Huxibut. The Twenty-third 
Missouri, arriving by boat at the landing after the battle 
had begun, moved out at once and took ixosition in Prentiss’ 
new line. In this ixosition his left was near the extreme 
southern head of the ravine of Brier Creek; thence his 
line extended along an old, sunk, washed-out road running 
a little north of west, and reached nearly to the Corinth road. 
Prentiss in person put Hickenloojxer’s battery in position 
immediately to the right of the Corinth road, near the in- 
tersection of the roads. Prentiss’ men used the road cut 
as a defence, lying down in it and fixing from it. Gen- 
eral Grant, visiting Prentiss, approved the position and di- 
rected him to hold it at all hazards. The order was obeyed. 
Continually assaulted by successive brigades, he repelled 
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every attack and held the position till the close of the 
day. 

General W. H. L. Wallace, commanding Smith’s division, 
formed his regiments at eight o’clock. Some of the regi- 
ments loaded their wagons and received extra ammunition. 
At half-past eight o’clock the division moved ; McArthur 
with two of his regiments, the Ninth alid Twelfth Illinois, 
went to support Stuart’s brigade at its isolated camp at the 
extreme left of the National line, having sent the Thiiieenth 
Missouri to Sherman, and left the Fourteenth Missouri and 
Eighty-first Ohio to guard the bridge over Snake Creek, on 
the Crump’s Landing road. Wallace led his other two bri- 
gades to the supi^ort of Prentiss, x^lacing Tuttle on Prentiss* 
right, and Sweeney to the right of Tuttle. Tuttle’s left was 
about one hundred yards to the right of the Corinth road, 
and the division line extending northwestwardly behind a 
clear field, Sweeney’s right reached the head of a wide, 
deep ravine — called in some of the Confederate rejjorts a 
gorge — which ravine, filled with impenetrable thickets, ex- 
tended from his right far to his rear and ran into the ravine 
of Brier Creek. Wallace addcnl to the dcifenco of this ra- 
vine by posting shariishooters along its border. General 
Wallace detached the Eighth Iowa from Sweeney’s brigade 
and placed it across the Corinth road, filling the interval 
between the two divisions. 

Wallace’s line was barely formed when, at ten o’clock, 
Gladden’s brigade, now commanded by Colonel Adams, 
moved again against Prentiss. Advancing slowly up the 
slight ascent through imj^eding thickets, against an ilnseen 
foe, it encountered a blaze of fire from the summit, faltered, 
wavered, hesitated, retreated, and withdrew out of range. 
A. P. Stewart led his brigade against Wallace’s front, was 
driven back, returned to the assault, and was again hurled 
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back ; but still rallied, and moved once more in vain, to be 
again sent in retreat. 

The Confederates gave this fatal slope the name The 
Hornet’s Nest.” General Bragg ordered Gibson with his 
brigade to carry the position. The fresh column charged 
gallantly, but the deadly line of musketry in front, and an 
enfilading fire from the well-posted battery, mowed down 
his ranks ; and Gibson’s brigade fell back discomfited. 
Gibson asked for artillery. None was at hand. Bragg or- 
dered liim to charge again. The colonels of the four regi- 
ments thought it hopeless. The order was given. The bri- 
gade struggled up the tangled ascent ; but once more met 
the inexorable fire that hurled them back. Four times 
Gibson charged, and was four times repulsed. Colonel Allen, 
of the Fourth Louisiana, one of Gibson’s regiments, rode 
back to General Bragg to repeat the request for artillery. 
Stung by the answer, “ Colonel Allen, I want no faltering 
now,” he returned to his regiment, led it in a desperate dash 
up the slope, more persistent, and therefore more destmc- 
tive, and returned with the fragment of his command that 
was not left strown upon the hill-side. As the line of Sher- 
man and McClernand continually contracted as they fell 
back, the successive reinforcements pushed in toward the 
left of the Confederate line gradually pressed Hindman’s 
two brigades — first wholly against McClernand’s front, then 
against his left, then beyond his line. These two brigades 
were then moved to the front of W. H. L. Wallace. Flushed 
with victory, they advanced with confidence. The same re- 
sistless fire wounded Hindman and drove back his com- 
mand. Led by General A. P. Stewart, the brigades gallantly 
advanced again and rushed against the fatal fire, only to be 
shivered into fragments that recoiled, to remain out of the 
contest for the rest of the day. 
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The commander of the Confederate Army was killed far- 
ther to the right, at half-past two o’clock in the afternoon. 
As the news of this loss spread, there was a feeling of un- 
certainty and visible relaxation of effort in parts, of his com- 
mand. In front of Prentiss and Wallace attack was sus- 
pended about an hour. 

Hickenlooper’s four guns, standing at the salient where 
Prentiss and Wallace joined, sweeping both fronts, had all 
day long been reaping bloody harvests among the lines of 
assailants that strove to approach. So near, yet so far ; in 
plain view, yet out of reach, the little battery exasperated 
the baffled bngades while it extorted their admiration. 
General Buggies sent his staff officers in all directions to 
sweep in all the guns they could reach. He gives the names 
of eleven batteries and one section which he planted in a 
great crescent, pouring in a concentric fire. From this tor- 
nado of missiles Hickenlooper withdrew his battery com- 
plete, and, passing to the rear through Hurlbut’s camp, re- 
ported to Sherman for further service. 

The terrible fire of this artillery was supplemented by 
continued, but desultoiy infantry attacks. The Crescent re- 
giment of Louisiana essayed to charge, but recoiled. Pat- 
ton Anderson led his brigade up, but was driven back. 
About four o’clock, Hurlbut, whose right had joined Pren- 
tiss’ left, finally gave way, and Bragg, following him, passed 
on to the rear of Prentiss. By half-past four the fighting in 
front of Sherman and McClemand had ceased, and Cheatham, 
Trabue, Johnson, and Russell, finding that Wallace could 
not be approached across the dense tangle filling the great 
ravine which protected his right, felt their way unopposed 
to the plateau in his rear, meeting the combined force under 
Bragg in front of Hurlbut’s camp. General Polk collected 
in front of the steadfast men of Prentiss and Wallace all the 
11.-7 
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other troops within reach, and at five o’clock, with one 
mighty effort, surged against their line, now pounded hy 
Buggies’ batteries. 

When Hurlbut fell back, leaving Prentiss and Wallace 
entirely isolated, these two commanders consulted and re* 
solved to hold their position at all hazards, and keep the 
enemy from passing on to the landing. But when they be- 
came enveloped, almost encircled, the enemy having passed 
behind them toward the landing and were closing upon the 
Corinth road in their rear, Wallace ordered his command to 
retire and cut a way through. Tuttle gave the order to his 
brigade, which faced about to the rear and opened fire on 
the forces closing behind. The Second and Seventh Iowa, 
led by Colonel Tuttle, charged, cut their w ay through, and 
marched to the landing. The Twelfth and Fourteenth Iowa, 
lingering with the Eighth low^a to cover the retreat of 
Hickenlooper’s battery, were too late, and found themselves 
walled in. Colonel Baldwin, who had succeeded to the 
command of the other brigade when Colonel Sweeney was 
wounded, brought off part of his command ; but two of his 
regiments, the Fifty -eighth Illinois as well as the Eighth 
Iowa, were securely enclosed. Wallace fell mortally wound- 
ed. Groups and squads of Prentiss’ men succeeded in mak- 
ing their way out before the circle wholly closed. Prentiss, 
with the remaining fragments of the two divisions, facing 
the fire that surrounded them, made a desperate stnig- 
gle. But further resistance was hopeless and was useless. 
Prentiss, having never swerved from the position he was 
ordered to hold, having lost everything but honor, surren- 
dered the little band. According to his report, made after 
his return from captivity, the number from both divisions 
surrendered with him was 2,200. The statements vary as to 
the precise hour of the surrender, and as to what command 
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surrendered last. Colonel Shaw, of the Fourteenth Iowa, 
who fought toward the rear before surrendering, says that at 
the time he yielded he compared watches with his captor, 
and both agreed it was about a quarter to six ; he adds that 
the Eighth and Twelfth Iowa and Fifty-eighth Illinois sur- 
rendered at about the same time, and that the ground where 
they surrendered is about the spot marked by three black 
dots in the fork of the Purdy and the Lower Corinth roads, 
on Colonel George Thom’s niai) of the field. 

huklbut’s division. 

It remains to describe the combat on the National left, 
where Hurlbut with two of his brigades, supporting Stuart’s 
isolated brigade of Sherman’s division and aided by two 
regiments of McArthur’s brigade of W. H. L. Wallace’s 
division, resisted a part of Bragg’s corps and the reserves 
under General Breckenridge. 

Colonel Stuart received word from Prentiss at half-past 
seven o’clock that the enemy was advancing in force. Shortly 
after, his pickets sent in word that the hostile column was 
in sight on the Bark road. Ho sent his adjutant, Loomis, 
to General Hurlbut for assistance, but Hurlbut was already 
in motion. Hurlbut, receiving notice from General Sher- 
man, sent Veatch’s brigade to his aid. Soon after, getting a 
request for support from Prentiss, he marched from his 
camp at twenty minutes after eight o’clock, with his first 
brigade commanded by Colonel Williams, of the Third 
Iowa, and his Third Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Lauman. Passing out by the Hamburg road, across 
the first small field and through a belt of timber beyond 
that, and into the large field that stretched to Stuart’s 
camp, he formed the First Brigade in line near the southern 
side of the field, the Forty-first Hlinois on the left, and the 
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Third Iowa on the right. The Third Brigade, Lanman’s, the 
Seventeenth and Twenty-fifth Kentucky forming the left, and 
the Thirty-first and Forty-fourth Indiana the right, connected 
with Prentiss’ left, and was posted like it, protected in front 
with dense thickets. General McArthur’s two regiments 
appear to have operated on Stuart’s right. The Sixteenth 
Wisconsin and Sixty-first Illinois, from Prentiss’ division, 
formed in reserve in rear of the centre of Hurlbut’s line. 

Colonel Stuart, finding Mann’s battery, supported by the 
Forty-first Illinois, coming to his aid and going into posi- 
tion by the headquarters of one of his regiments, the Sev- 
enty-first Ohio, formed his line, the Seventy-first Ohio and 
Fifty-fifth Illinois to the left of this battery and facing nearly 
west, the Fifty-fourth Ohio at their left and facing south. 
He sent four companies as skirmishers across the ravine to 
the south of his camp, which discharges eastwardly into Lick 
Creek. His skirmishers were unable to prevent the estab- 
lisliment of a hostile battery on the heights beyond the ra- 
vine. Wliile he was on the bank of the ravine observing the 
enemy with his glass, Mann’s battery, after firing a few 
rounds at the hostile battery at a range of eleven hundred 
yards, withdrew with the Forty-first Illinois back into the 
field, to connect with their brigade. The Seventy-first Ohio, 
without orders, at the same time retired. The Seventy-first 
Ohio was engaged in supporting distance of the brigade in 
its first combat, though without the knowledge of Colonel 
Stuart ; but it was not with the brigade during the rest of 
the day. The adjutant, however, returned with a score of 
m^n after the regiment disappeared. 

General Johnston, having personally seen the battle begun 
on his left and centre, proceeded to reconnoitre the National 
right and try the feasibility of turning it. Chalmers, called 
from his attack on Prentiss, retired a short distance and 
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halted half an hour, waiting for a guide and further or- 
ders. He then marched directly south across the ravine 
which runs eastwardly and debouches into Lick Kun near 
the site of Stuart’s camp, and, advancing along the high 
land beyond, eastwardly toward the river, anived opposite 
Stuart’s camp. Here the fire of the skiimishers sent across 
the ravine by Stuart threw the Fifty-second Tennessee into 
disorder, Chalmers, finding it impossible to rally more than 
two companies of the regiment, ordered flie remaining eight 
companies out of the line, and they took no further part in 
the battle. 

Here Chalmers halted half an hour while Clanton’s cav- 
alry reconnoitered along the river. About ten o’clock, or a 
little later, Stuart having withdrawn his tw^o remaining regi- 
ments, the Fifty -fourth Ohio and Fifth-fifth Illinois, back 
across the eastern extremity of the field to the summit of a 
short, abrupt ascent in timber, Chalmers deployed his bri- 
gade and advanced. The advantage of position partially 
compensated Stuart for his inferiority in numbers. A con- 
test with musketry across the open field lasted some time 
without effect. Stuart reports it lasted two hours. Clan- 
ton moved his cavalry forw^ard along the river bluffs tow’ard 
Stuart’s rear, around his left flank ; Chalmers charged across 
the field, and Stuart retreated to another ridge in his rear, 
and again formed. Chalmers, being out of ammunition, and 
the w^agons being far to the rear, halted till ammunition 
could be brought u];). 

Meanwhile, Jackson’s brigade, the Third Brigade of With- 
ers’ division, marched to attack MciVrthur. The assault 
was gallantly made ; but the troops, unable to stand the 
steady fire which they encountered, fell back. Being rallied 
after a rest, they renewed the attack. For a long time the 
fate of the obstinate struggle w^as undecided. At length 
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McArthur’s two regiments, pounded by well-posted batter- 
ies, yielded to Jackson’s persistent attack, after the Ninth 
Illinois had lost 61 killed and 287 wounded, and withdrew, 
steadily and in order, to a new position. 

Withers’ First Brigade — Gladden’s having been disordered 
in its first attack on Prentiss, when General Gladden v was 
killed — remained an hour at halt in Prentiss’ camp. After 
its sharp repulse in the later attack, the brigade drifted 
to its right, following the course of preceding brigades, 
came in front of Hurlbut’s line, and moved to the attack. 
Lauman’s brigade, of Hurlbut’s division, had remained un- 
disturbed for an hour after taking position. A skirmish 
line which he had posted in front reported an advance of 
the enemy. Artillery from a distance in front opened fire. 
At the first shot which fell in the Thirteenth Ohio Battery, 
posted in the field to Lauman’s left, with the right of Wil- 
liams’ brigade, the entire battery deserted their guns and 
fled. Shortly after the battle the men were, by order, dis- 
tributed among other batteries ; the Thirteenth was blotted 
out, and on Ohio’s roster its place remained a blank through- 
out the war. 

Soon, a line of gleaming steel was seen above the dense 
undergi’owth in Lauman’s front. It advanced steadily till 
about one hundred yards from his line. A sheet of fire 
blazed from the front of the brigade. The men, restrained 
till then, fired rapidly but coolly. The fire could not be 
resisted or endured. Gladden’s brigade, now commanded 
by Colonel Adams, was arrested in its march, broken, and 
fell back. Three times the brigade rallied and returned to 
the assault. Once, a portion advanced to within a few paces 
of the Thirty-first Indiana. But every charge was vain, and 
Colonel Adams, the commander, being wounded, the bri- 
gade, discomfited, withdrew. 
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After tlie termination of this engagement, several regi- 
ments — either the Gladden brigade, now commanded by 
Colonel Deas, or one of the brigades of Breckenridge’s re- 
serve — moved into the field to the left of Lauman. Colonel 
Williams, commanding Hurlbiit’s first brigade, had been 
killed in an artillery duel across the field, and the brigade, 
now commanded by Colonel Pngh, had been drawn back from 
the field, behind a fence along its northern boundary. The 
force that moved into the field was not only confronted by 
the brigade under Colonel Pugh, but its flank was com- 
manded by the Seventeenth and Twenty-fifth Kentucky, 
which General Lauman promptly wheeled to the left, against 
the fence bounding the westerly face of the field. The as- 
sault made in this field was gallant and deliberate, but brief 
and sanguinary. Pugh’s command remained still until the 
lines, advancing over the open field, were near. Then rising, 
they poured in a volley, and continued firing into the smoke 
until no bullets were heard whistling back from the front. 
The two Kentucky regiments poured in their fire upon the 
flank, and when the smoke cleared away, the field was so 
thickly strewn with bodies, that the Third Iowa, supposing 
it was the hostile force lying down, began to reopen fire 
upon them. 

Before Withers* division became thus engaged with Hurl- 
but, McArthur, and Stuart, General Johnston had dis- 
patched Trabue’s brigade, of Breckenridge’s reserve, off to 
his extreme left, to report to General Beauregard, who, sta- 
tioned at Shiloh Church, was superintending operations in 
that quarter. The three brigades,, Bowen, Statham, Trabue, 
composing the reserve, had marched in rear of General 
Johnston’s right in echelon, at intervals of eight hundred 
yards. Johnston, observing with anxiety the stubborn re- 
sistance opposed to Withers’ division, and eager to crush 
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the National right, called np the remaining brigades of the 
reserve, Bowen and Statham, and pushed them forward. 
Bowen was first engaged, and the National left, in a series 
of encounters with the increased force in its front, gradually 
but slowly receded, always forming and rallying on the next 
ridge in rear of the one abandoned. 

The Forty-first Illinois, constituting the left of Hurlbut's 
division, held its position, and the Thirty-second Illinois 
was moved from its place to support the Forty-first. The 
afternoon was come. Johnston directed Statham’s brigade 
against this position. Statham deployed under cover of 
a ridge, facing and commanded by the higher ridge held 
by the Illinois regiments, and marched in line up the slope. 
On reaching the summit, coming into view and range, he 
was received by a fire that broke his command, and his 
regiments fell back behind the slope in confusion. Battle’s 
Tennessee regiment on the right alone maintained its posi- 
tion and advanced. Lytle’s Tennessee regiment three times 
rallied and advanced; but, unable to stand the fire, fell 
back. Every time it fell back, the Thirty-second Illinois 
threw an oblique fire into Battle’s regiment, aiding the direct 
fire of the Forty-first, and preventing Battle’s further ad- 
vance. The Forty-fifth Tennessee could not be urged up the 
slope. Squads would leave the ranks, run up to a fence, 
fire, and fall back to place ; but the regiment would not ad- 
vance. General Breckenridge, foiled and irritated, rode to 
General Johnston and complained he had a Tennessee regi- 
ment that would not fight. Governor Harris, of Tennessee, 
who was with Johnston, ^remonstrated, and riding to the 
Forty-fifth, appealed to it, but in vain. General Johnston 
moved to the front of the brigade, now standing in line, rode 
slowly along the front, promised to lead them himself, and 
appealed to them to follow. The halting soldiers were 
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roused to entliusiasm. Johnston, Breckenridge, and Gov- 
ernor Harris in front, followed by the brigade, charged up 
the slope and down the hollow beyond. Unchecked by the 
hot fire of the Illinois regiments, they pushed jip the higher 
slope, and the position was gained. 

The Illinois regiments fell back slowly, halting at inter- 
vals to turn and fire, and were not pursued. One of those 
Parthian shots struck General Johnston, cut an arteiy, and, 
no surgeon being at hand, he bled to death in a few minutes. 
His body was carried at once by his staff back to Corinth. 
General Beauregard, at his station at Shiloh Church, was 
notified of the death, and assumed command. Albert Syd- 
ney Johnston was a man of pure life, and, like McPherson, full 
of the traits that call out genuine and devoted friendships. 
He was esteemed by many the ablest general in the Confed- 
erate service. His death was deplored in the South as a 
fatal loss. It was half-past two when Johnston fell. The 
loss paralyzed operations in that part of the field, and for an 
hour there was here a lull. The two Illinois regiments, 
though not followed, failed to rally, and fell back to a bluff 
near the landing, where Colonel Webster was putting batter- 
ies into position. 

General Bragg, hearing of the death of General Johnston 
while he was superintending operations in front of Prentiss 
and W. H. L. Wallace, rode to the Confederate right. He there 
found a strong force, consisting of three parts, without a com- 
mon head : General Breckenridge, with two brigades of his re- 
serve division, pressing forward; General Withers, with his 
division greatly exhausted and taking a temx^orary rest ; and 
General Cheatham, with his division of Polk's corps, to their 
left and rear. Bragg at once assumed command, and began to 
assemble these divisions and form them for a general advance. 
Hurlbut, obsendng these preparations, moved Lauman’s bri- 
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gade, which had already twice replenished its boxes and ex- 
pended one hundred rounds of cartridges — to his left to fill 
the gap made by the retreat of the Thirty-second and Forty' 
first Illinois. .Willard*s battery, that accompanied McArthur’s 
brigade, was posted near the road from the landing to Ham- 
burg. Hurlbut brought up two twenty-pound guns of Major 
Cavender’s artillery, which were served by Surgeon Cornine 
and Lieutenant Edwards. A little after four, according to 
Bragg, about half-past three according to Hurlbut, Bragg 
moved forward. The artillery, aided by the rapid fire of 
Hurlbut’s infantry, checked the first impulse and made the 
advancing line pause. Hurlbut, taking advantage of the 
lull, and first notifying Prentiss, withdrew Lauman’s brigade 
and the artillery. Bragg’s line advanced again. Hurlbut 
attempted to make another stand in front of his camp, but 
the attempt was ineffectual. He fell back to the height be- 
hind Webster’s batteries. 

The Third Iowa and Twenty-eighth Illinois, under Colonel 
Pugh, made a desperate effort to maintain their position, 
but were ordered by General Hurlbut to fall back when 
Lauman retired. These two regiments fell back fighting, 
forming wherever the ground gave vantage, and turning 
upon their pursuers. In the little field they halted and re- 
plenished their cartridge-boxes. Here the Twenty-second 
Alabama attacked them, but was so roughly handled that it 
took no further part in the contest that day. As these two 
regiments fell back thus slowly, from time to time turning 
at bay, portions of Bragg’s command were pushing behind 
them and the troops of Hardee, coming from the front of 
Sherman and McClernand, were reaching toward their front. 
A narrow gap was left, and through a gauntlet of fire, still 
fighting, the little band pressed on and joined Hurlbut be- 
hind Webster’s artillery. 
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The gunboat Tyler, commanded by Lieutenant Gwin, fired 
from ten minutes to three o’clock until ten minutes to four 
upon Breckenridge’s brigades, and, joined by the Lexington, 
commanded by Lieutenant Shirk, fired later upon the por- 
tion of Bragg’s command close to the river-bank, for thirty- 
five minutes. This fire drove a battery from its position, 
threw Gibson’s brigade and a portion of Trabue’s brigade 
into disorder, killed ten and wounded many of Wood’s bri- 
gade, killed and wounded a number of Anderson’s brigade, 
and compelled it to seek shelter in a ravine. 

As the National lines were drifting back toward the land- 
ing, Colonel Webster, of General Grant’s staff, gathered all 
the artillery within reach — Major Ca vender’s six twenty- 
pounders, Silversparre’s twenty-pound Parrotts, and some 
light batteries — on a commanding position from a quarter to 
half a mile from the landing. Immediately above the land- 
ing a wide and deep ravine opens to the river. For some 
distance back from the river its bottom was filled with back- 
water and was impassable. Half a mile back it was still 
deep, abrupt, and wet, though passable for infantry. Here 
Colonel Webster gathered from thirty-five to fifty guns. Two 
of Hurlbut’s batteries — Maim’s, commanded by Lieutenant 
Brotzman, and Boss’ — had done brilliant service ; Brotzjnan’s 
battery of four pieces had fired off one hundred and ninety- 
four rounds per gun. Boss’ battery was lost in the retreat. 
Brotzman lost so many horses that he was able to bring off 
only three guns. These took place in Webster’s frowning 
line. Hurlbut was joined at this position by half of Veatch’s 
brigade, which had been with McClemand through the day, 
and reformed his division in support of the artillery. Gten» 
eral Grant directed him to assume command of all regiments 
and coherent fragments near. The Forty-eighth Ohio, of 
Buckland’s brigade, being then at the landing, sQu^e of W» H. 
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Ii. Wallace’s regiments, that succeeded in breaking through 
the encircling force, and other detachments, reported to 
him. Squads of men, separated from their commands, fell 
in. Hurlbut thus gathered in support of the artillery a 
force in line which he estimated at four thousand men. 

General Bragg proposed to push his success and at- 
tempted to withdraw his two divisions, Ruggles’ and With- 
ers’, from the tumult which accomj)anied the surrender, and 
ordered them to press forward and assault the position to 
which Hurlbut had fallen back. When Ruggles received 
Bragg’s order for farther advance, one of his brigades, Pond’s, 
was on the extreme Confederate left, near Owl Creek ; Gib- 
son’s brigade was in confusion, caused by the fire of the 
gunboats ; Anderson’s was apart in a ravine, taking shelter 
from the same fire. But Ruggles began at once to assemble 
what force he could. Of Withers’ division, the First Brigade 
was scattered. The brigades of Jackson and Chalmers re- 
ceived the order while they were resting in the field where 
the Third Iowa had rested and filled their cartridge-boxes, 
and where Jackson was about to replenish the empty boxes 
of his men. Withers immediately moved these two brigades 
forward to the deep ravine w^hose farther bank was crowned 
with the grim line of artillery, behind and to the right of 
which stood Hurlbut’s command. 

While there was this activity at the front, the aspect at 
the rear, about Shiloh Church, where General Beauregard 
kept his position, was very different. As the Confederate 
lines advanced, men dropping out of the ranks filled the 
woods with a penumbra of stragglers. Hunger and fatigue, 
stimulated by the remembrance of abandoned camps passed 
lihrough, later in the day led squads — Beauregard and some 
pf his staff say, led regiments — to straggle back from the 
fighting front to the restful and attractive rear. Language 
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cannot be stronger than that used by General Beauregard. 
The fire of the gunboats, many of the shells passing over the 
high river-bank and exploding far inland, appeared even 
more formidable than it really was ; and Beauregard was as- 
sured by a despatch, which he received that day on the field, 
that Buell, instead of being near Pittsburg, was, in fact, be- 
fore Florence, and could not effect a junction. It must have 
been about five o’clock or a little later when Beauregard 
sent an order to his command to retire and go into bivouac. 
The order was delivered by his staff not only to corps com- 
manders, but directly to commanders of divisions and bri- 
gades. General Buggies, while attempting to assemble a 
force in pursuance of Bragg’s order, received the command 
to retire. 

According to Withers’ rei)ort, he moved his division for- 
ward and just entered a steep and precipitous ravine when 
he was met by a terrific fire. He sent to the rear for rein- 
forcements and ordered his brigade commanders to charge 
the batteries in front. The orders were about being obeyed, 
when, to his astonishment, he observed a largo portion of his 
command move rapidly by the left flank away from under 
the fire. He then learned that this was in acjcordance with 
General Beauregard’s orders, delivered directly to the bri- 
gade commanders. Jackson reports tliat ho began a charge, 
but his men, being without ammunition, could not be urged 
up the height in face of the fire of Hurlbut and the batteries. 
Leaving his men lying down, he rode to the rear to get an or- 
der to withdraw, when he met a staff officer bearing such an 
order from General Beauregard. General Chalmers plunged 
into the ravine, and the order to retire did not reach 
him. He was not aware that his brigade alone, of all the 
Confederate Army, was continuing the battle. He brought 
Gage’s battery up to his aid, but this battery was soon 
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knocked to pieces by the fire of the heavier National artil- 
lery. The gunboats, having previously taken i)osition oppo- 
site the mouth of the ravine, opened hre as soon as the as- 
sault began. They opened fire at thirty-five minutes past 
five. 

Chalmers had not ended his useless attempt when the 
boats bearing Ammen’s brigade of Nelson’s division of 
Buell’s army crossed the river and landed. General Nel- 
son, when ordered by General Grant, early in the morning, 
to move up the river, sent out a party to discover a route. No 
practicable way was found near the river ; one, a little in- 
land, was ascertained, practicable for infantry, but not for 
wheels. The division moved at one o’clock. General Am- 
men’s brigade, composed of the Thirty-sixth Indiana and 
the Sixth and Twenty -fourth Ohio, being in advance, crossed 
the river first. The Thirty-sixth Indiana, landing first, 
pushed up the bluff through a great mob of fugitives from 
the field, some thousands in number, and, by direction of 
General Grant, General Ammen sent it forward to the sup- 
port of the batteries. One soldier was killed while the regi- 
ment was forming ; one was killed and one wounded after 
it reached its position. The Sixth Ohio marched up under 
like order in reserve to the Thirty-sixth Indiana. The 
Twenty-fourth Ohio marched half a mile to the right of the 
batteries, scoured the country half a mile out to the front 
without finding any enemy, and there went into bivouac. 
The day’s battle was over. 

Prentiss was driven back tlirough his camp about nine 
o’clock ; Sherman was forced from his about ten o’clock ; 
at the same time, Stuart took position in rear of his. 
McClemand was compelled finally to abandon his camp 
about half-past two, and at half-past four Hurlbut fell back 
through his. When night came, the National troops held 
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W. H. L. Wallace’s camp and an adjoining portion of Hurl- 
but’s, while Beauregard’s army occupied Sherman’s, McCler- 
nand’s, and Prentiss’. 

When Prentiss and Sherman were attacked, there was a 
wide gap between their lines. A little after ten o’clock the 
National line was connected, Sherman on the right, McCler- 
nand next, then W. H. L. Wallace, and next, on his left, 
Prentiss, and Hurlbut and McArthur filling the space be- 
tween Prentiss and Stuart. The right was gradually forced 
back on a curve till, at half-past four o’clock, there was a gap 
between McClemand and Wallace. Hurlbut held his ground 
till four o’clock, but by half-past four he retreated, leaving 
Prentiss’ left in air. Through the two gaps thus made the 
Confederate left and right poured in and encircled Prentiss 
and Wallace. After their surrender there was no fighting, 
except Chalmers’ bold, but idle assault. 

In this day’s battle the National loss was nearly ten thou- 
sand killed, wounded, and captured. The Confederate loss 
was as great in killed and wounded, but the loss in prisoners 
was small. 
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SHILOH-NIGHT, AND MONDAY. 

The vice of the formation of Johnston’s army into three 
long, thin, parallel lines, together with the broken character 
of the ground and the variable obstinacy of resistance en- 
countered, produced a complete and inextricable comming- 
ling of commands. General Beauregard left it to the dis- 
cretion of the different commanders to select the place for 
bivouac for the night. 

Colonel Pond, retiring from his disastrous repulse toward 
the close of the afternoon, found himself wholly separated 
by an interval of more than a quarter of a mile from the 
nearest support, the whole of the Confederate left having 
drifted from him toward the south-east. Assembling all his 
brigade, except the Crescent Regiment, which had become 
detached, and recalling his battery— Ketchum’s— he remem- 
bered that the special duty had been assigned to him, by 
General Bragg, of guarding the flank along Owl Creek. 
When night fell, he moved to his rear and then to his left, 
and bivouacked in line facing to the east, on the high land 
^est of Brier Creek. Ketchum’s battery was placed in a 
field a little back from the ravine. He posted pickets to his 
rear as well as to his front. The other two brigades of 
Buggies’ division spent the night to the east of Shiloh 
Church. 

Jackson’s brigade, of Withers’ division, when it recoiled 
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from its fatal attack on Hurlbut and the reserve artillery, 
went to pieces. Jackson with the battery marched to Shiloh 
Church and reported to General Beauregard. He saw noth- 
ing more of his brigade till he rejoined it at Corinth. 
Chalmers, abandoning his vain assault, was astonished to 
find that the army had fallen back, leaving him alone. He 
fell back to the field where Prentiss surrendered, and there 
rested. Of the remaining brigade, Gladden’s, the merest 
fragment cohered ; this little band, or detachment, bivou- 
acked near the Hamburg road. Trabue’s brigade, except 
one regiment which had become separated, spent the night 
in the tents of McDowell’s brigade camp ; Breckenridge’s 
other two brigades were between Shiloh Church and the 
river. 

Of General Polk’s command, Clark’s division, though par- 
tially scattered, rested, the greater portion of it, between 
Breckenridge and Shiloh Church. The other division, 
Cheatham’s, which remained the freshest and least disor- 
dered command in Beauregard’s army, moved off the field ; 
and, accompanied by General Polk and one regiment of 
Clark’s division, marched back to its camp of Saturday night. 

Of Hardee’s corjis, so much of Cleburne’s brigade as re- 
mained with him, slept in Prentiss’ camj) ; Wood’s brigade 
slept in McClernand’s camp; Shaver’s brigade was disin- 
tegrated and dissii)ated. 

In the National army, what men were left of Prentiss’ di- 
vision were gathered about the landing and with Hurlbut. 
The regiments of W. H. L. Wallace that had escaped cap- 
ture returned to their division camp. Hurlbut after dark 
moved his division out to the front of the reserve artilleiy. 
Being relieved by General Nelson, he formed his line with 
its left near the reserve artillery and the right near Mc- 
Clemand. McClemand’s command bivouacked along the 
11 
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eastern face of the camp-ground of W. H. L. Wallace’s 
division. Sherman’s left joined McClemand; his right, 
Buckland’s brigade, lay along the field at the south flank of 
McArthur’s brigade camp, and along the east bank of the 
ravine of Brier Creek. Stuart’s brigade, the Fortieth Illinois 
of McDowell’s brigade, and the Forty-eighth Ohio of Buck- 
land’s brigade spent the night near the reserve artillery. 

Captain Baxter, of General Grant’s staff, brought to Lewis 
Wallace at eleven or half-past eleven, a verbal order to move 
his division. The First Brigade had already moved out to 
Stony Lonesome, and the division was ready to march. 
General Wallace believed the attack at Pittsburg was a 
feint, and that the real attack was to be made at Crump’s 
Landing, on account of the great accumulation of stores at 
that point, and desired the order requiring him to move 
away from Crump’s Landing should be in writing. Captain 
Baxter wrote and gave him an order to march to the Purdy 
road, form there on Sherman’s right, and then act as cir- 
cumstances should require. The two brigades at Stony 
Lonesome were at once put in motion. When the head of 
the division had just reached Snake Creek, not much more 
than a mile in an air-line from the right of Sherman’s camp. 
Captain Rowley came ujd and informed Wallace of the state 
of affairs, and that the National line had fallen back. 
Wallace countermarched the two brigades to keep his right 
in front, retraced his steps (being joined on the way by 
Major Rawlins, Grant’s adjutant, and by Colonel McPherson) 
the greater part of the way to Stony Lonesome, and there 
took a rude cross-road which came into the river road from 
Crump’s to Pittsburg Landing, about a mile from the bridge 
which had been guarded for his approach. McPherson and 
Rawlins confirmed Captain Rowley’s statement of the disas- 
trous falling back of the National lines toward the river. 
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Tlie wagons were not allowed to accompany the column, 
but continued on through Stony Lonesome to Crump’s 
Landing, and the Fifty>sixth Ohio, and one gun from Thur- 
ber’s battery were detached to guard them. Whittlesey’s 
brigade, at Adamsville, received at two o’clock the order to 
march. Sending the wagons with the Sixty-eighth Ohio as 
guard to Crump’s Landing, the remaining three regiments 
pushed through the mud, the field officers dismounting to 
let broken-down men ride, and overtook the other brigades 
as they were beginning to cross Snake Creek. The Twenty- 
fourth Indiana in advance, crossing the bridge just after 
sunset, deployed skirmishers in front, marched along the 
road along the east bank of Brier Creek, and halted in front 
of the camp of the Fourteenth Missouri, which regiment 
was occupying its camp. The Twentieth Ohio, the rear 
regiment of the division, halted on the bank of Brier Creek 
ravine, in front of the camj) of the Eighty-first Ohio, at eight 
o’clock. The division facing to the right, making a front to 
the west, along the ravine, brought the Twenty-fourth In- 
diana to the left and the Twentieth Ohio to the right of the 
division. The batteries having been left at the junction of 
the cross-road and the river road, till all the infantry had 
crossed, followed in their rear, and were posted near the 
bank. 

The remainder of Nelson’s division followed Ammen’s bri- 
gade late in the evening. Crittenden’s division arrived in 
the night. McCook receiving orders to hasten forward in the 
morning, while twelve miles out from Savannah, halted at 
the outskirts of the village at seven o’clock p.m., rested his 
men two hours, marched to the landing, seized such boats 
as were there and such as arrived, and reached Pittsburg 
Landing at five o’clock Monday morning with Rousseau’s 
brigade and one regiment of Kirk’s brigade. 
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General Grant and General Bnell met at Sherman’s head- 
quarters in the evening ; it was there agreed that Buell 
with his army should in the morning attack on the left, and 
Grant’s immediate command should attack on the right. 
Buell formed Nelson’s division about two hundred yards 
in front of the reserve artillery, with his left near the river, 
facing south. Crittenden, when he amved, was placed in 
rear of Nelson, half a mile from the landing, where his com- 
mand stood at arms all night. At eleven o’clock a heavy 
rain began to pour. All the National troops and most of the 
Confederate lay on the ground without shelter. The gun- 
boats every fifteen minutes through the night fired a shell 
over the woods, to explode far inland and banish sleep. 

Early Monday morning, Nelson on the extreme left, on 
the Hamburg road, and Lewis Wallace on the extreme right, 
by Snake Creek, moved to the attack. Beauregard knew 
then that Buell had arrived and the junction of the two Na- 
tional armies had been effected. The oj^ening of the battle 
proclaimed what the conclusion would be. 

Nelson moved in line with Ammen’s brigade on the left, 
Bruce’s in the centre, and Hazen’s on the right, his left ex- 
tending a little beyond the Hamburg road towards the river. 
A remnant of Gladden’s brigade, between two and three 
hundred men, under Colonel Deas, some fragments of some 
of the regiments of Jackson’s brigade, with some regiments 
that had strayed from their proper commands, the Fourth 
Kentucky from Trabue’s brigade, the First Tennessee from 
Stephens’ brigade, the One Hundred and Fifty-fourth Tennes- 
see from General B. R. Johnson’s brigade, and the Crescent 
Regiment from Pond’s brigade, scattered about, were roused 
by Nelson’s advance and retired before it. At six o’clock 
Nelson was halted by Buell to allow Crittenden’s division to 
complete its deployment and form on Nelson’s right. Nelson 



BHILOH— HIGHT, AND MONDAY. 


165 


again advanced. General Withers meanwhile had thrown 
the heterogeneous fragments into an organized force, added 
Chalmers* brigade to it, and strengthened it by the addition 
of three batteries. Nelson, when he again advanced, camo 
ui^on this consolidated line, which drove him back. Nelson 
was without artillery. His batteries, unable to get through 
the soft mud which the infantry traversed, remained behind 
at Savannah. General Buell sent to his aid Mendenhall’s 
battery from Ciittenden’s division. The rapid and accurate 
fire of Mendenhall’s guns silenced the central opposing bat- 
tery. Hazen’s brigade charged upon it, captured the guns 
and drove in retreat the cannoneers and their support. 
Bowen’s brigade of Breckenridge’s reserve corps, command- 
ed by Colonel Martin since General Bowen was wounded 
Sunday atternoon, was coming up in support. Colonel Martin 
made his brigade lie down in a ravine till the torrent of fugi- 
tives passed over, then rising, charged the pursuers. Hazen’s 
brigade, torn by the fire of two batteries, one on each flank, 
and now charged by a fresh brigade, suffered in a short time 
more than half the whole loss suffered by the division in the 
entire day. The loss of the division in killed and wounded, 
was 90 killed and 558 wounded. The Forty-first Ohio, in 
Hazen’s brigade, out of a total engaged of 371, lost 140 
killed and wounded. The shattered regiments streamed 
back in confusion, leaving a gap in the division line 

Ammen’s brigade was sorely pressed. Constituting the 
left of the army, it was in constant risk of being turned. 
Bruce’s brigade, now put in hazard by the recession of 
Hazen, could give only indirect assistance to Ammen. Just 
then, Terrill’s regular battery, of four twelve-pounders (Na- 
poleons) and two ten-i)ound Parrotts, having arrived from 
Savannah, and missed its way to McCook’s division, was op 
dered by General Buell to Nelson’s relief. Dashing out to 
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ibe skirmish line in front of Colonel Ammen, in order to get 
the range of the enemy's batteries, Terrill's guns became the 
target of the concentrated fire of the opposing batteries and 
the line of infantry. He was compelled to retire ; but, firing 
as he retired, he kept at a distance tho long line that fob 
lowed and essayed to charge. Colonel Tuttle, i^ho had been 
marching what was left of W. H. L. Wallace's div^eion in 
reserve, in rear of Nelson and Crittenden, sent the Second 
Iowa forward in aid of Terrill. At the same time the For- 
tieth Illinois, of McDowell’s brigade, Sherman's division, 
which had been marching in reserve to Nelson, filed to the 
front around Ammen’s left flank, and the Confederate line re- 
tired to their position in the timber. Ammen's line, which 
fell back under the galling fire called out by Terrill's artil- 
lery charge, now returned to the front and occupied the tim- 
ber where the enemy had been. It was now nearly two 
o'clock. There was no more fighting in Nelson's front. Ter- 
rill’s battery suffered so severely that the Sixth Ohio was 
detailed as its special support, and supplied artillerists from 
its ranks. From an advanced position in Nelson's front, 
upon his skirmish line, this battery succeeded in opening 
an enfilading fire upon the troops in front of McCook, and 
one section advanced far enough to take in reverse the bat- 
teries that were engaged with Crittenden and McCook. 

General Crittenden’s division moved a little after five 
o’clock to Nelson’s right. Colonel W. S. Smith’s brigade 
connected with Nelson and continued his line. General J. 
T. Boyle’s brigade was formed in rear of the left wing of 
Smith’s brigade. A little after six o’clock McCook marched 
to the front with Bousseau’s brigade, and formed on Critten- 
den’s right, but facing to the west. The Fourteenth Wiscon- 
sin, assigned to Prentiss' division, not arriving at Pittsburg 
till Monday morning, reported to General Crittenden, and 
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acted during the day as a part of Colonel Smith’s brigade. 
General Buell describes the line thus formed as follows : 
“ The force under my command occupied a line of about a 
mile and a half. In front of Nelson’s division was an open 
field, partially screened toward his right by a skirt of woods, 
which extended beyond the enemy’s line, with a thick un- 
dergrowth in front of the left brigade of Crittenden’s divi- 
sion ; then an open field in front of Crittenden’s right and 
McCook’s left, and in front of McCook’s right woods again, 
with a dense undergrowth. The ground, nearly level in 
front of Nelson, formed a hollow in front of Crittenden, and 
fell into a small creek or ravine, which empties into Owl 
Creek, in front of McCook. What I aftervwd learned was 
the Hamburg road (which crosses Lick Creek a mile from 
its mouth) passed perpendicularly through the line of bat- 
tle near Nelson’s left. A short distance in rear of the 
enemy’s left, on high, open ground, were the encamp- 
ments of McClemand’s and Sherman’s divisions, which the 
enemy held.” This line is almost identical with the line 
held by McArthur, Hurlbut, Prentiss, and Wallace, Sunday 
afternoon. Buell’s cavalry was not brought up, and, from 
want of transportation, only three batteries — Bartlett’s and 
Mendenhall’s of Crittenden’s division, and Terrill’s of Mc- 
Cook’s division. But these were served with remarkable 
efficiency. 

When Crittenden took position, his skirmishers were ad- 
vanced across the open field to the edge of the timber in 
front. This dense growth, called in the reports ‘‘chapparal” 
and ‘‘jungle,” covered both slopes of a hollow, which was 
threaded by a rivulet with muddy borders, and was the scene 
of many a bloody repulse the day before, in the repeated 
assaults upon Prentiss. The skirmishers soon became en- 
gaged, and a battery concealed in woods on rising ground be- 
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yond, played upon the troops in line. The skirmishers retired 
to the line, but were sent back to their originial position, 
while Bartlett’s battery silenced the hostile battery, and, by 
accurate fire, compelled it several times to shift its position. 
A line of battle appearing in the timber preparing to charge, 
the skirmishers were called back, Bartlett swept the bushes 
with canister and shrapnell, Boyle’s brigade charged into 
the brush, encountered the fire of the Confederate line at 
close quarters, replied, charged, and drove the enemy through 
the timber to an open field beyond. The enemy rapidly 
crossed the field and took position in woods on its farther 
side. A line of cavalry appearing at one end of the field, 
which was also commanded by the enemy’s battery, Boyle 
withdrew his regiments to their original position. Bartlett’s 
battery, aided by Mendenhall’s, was in constant activity. 
The infantry, with intervening pauses of cessation, met and 
made charges into the chapparal. Mendenhall’s battery, in 
the course of the day, expended five hundred and twenty-six 
rounds of ammunition, or about eighty-eight to the gun. 
Bartlett, by no.on, had fired his entire supply, six hundred* 
rounds, and took his battery to the landing to replenish. 
When he returned, the fighting had ceased. After an hour 
of quiet, a furious attack was made on Smith’s brigade. The 
contest that ensued is described in Colonel Smith’s report : 

The enemy soon yielded, when a running fight commenced, 
which extended about a mile to our front, where we captured 
a battery and shot the horses and many of the cannoneers. 
Owing to the obstructed nature of the ground, the enthusias- 
tic courage of the majority of our men, the laggard discharge 
of their duty by many, and the disgraceful cowardice of 
some, our line had been transformed into a column of attack, 
representing the various grades of courage, from reckless 
daring to ignominious fear. At the head of this column stood 
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a few heroic men, not adequately supported, when the enemy 
returned to the attack with three fresh regiments in good 
order. We were driven back by these nearly to the first po- 
sition occupied by our line, when we again rallied and moved 
forward toward the battery. Beaching a ravine to the right, 
and about six hundred paces from the battery, we halted and 
awaited the assistance of MendenhalFs battery, which was 
brought into action on a knoll within half a mile of the 
enemy’s battery, which it immediately silenced. We then 
advanced and captured it the second time, and succeeded in 
holding it despite the efforts of the enemy to repulse us.” 
This charge entirely shattered Cleburne’s brigade, and it 
disai)peared from the contest. This ended the battle in 
Crittenden’s front, and Mendenhall’s battery advanced and 
fired on the flank of the column, by that time retiring before 
McCook’s division. The force which General Crittenden en- 
gaged was commanded by General Breckenridge, and con- 
sisted of one of Breckenridge’s brigades — Statham’s — aided 
by the brigades of Bussell and A. P. Stewart, from Polk’s 
corps. These two brigades constituted Clark’s division, but 
General Clark having been wounded the previous day, the 
brigades were under Breckenridge’s immediate command. 
To these was added Cleburne’s brigade, reduced to one-third 
of its numbers. One-third was killed and wounded before 
Buckland’s brigade, Sunday morning ; one-third had strag- 
gled to the rear ; the remaining third rallied to enter into 
Monday’s battle. 

In accordance with the direction of General Buell, McCook 
deployed Bousseau’s brigade into line facing toward Shiloh 
Church. The Eifteenth Michigan, intended for Prentiss* 
division, being now without assignment, reported to McCook, 
and was by him attached for the day to Bousseau’s brigade. 

General Beauregard still held his own position near the 
II.-^ 
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churcli, and as the line of inevitable retreat was bj the road 
passing by the church, it was necessary that his force should 
hold this position to the last. It was a centre to which 
stragglers and fragments of commands had drifted during 
the night. Monday morning the greater part of Beaure- 
gard’s army reported there, and, though much was despatched 
thence to other quarters, portions so despatched returned 
to take part in the final conflict. Pond’s brigade, after its 
rapid retreat from Lewis Wallace’s front, had a fatiguing 
march before finally settling into position. He says in his 
report : “I was ordered by General Ruggles to form on the 
extreme left and rest my left on Owl Creek. While pro- 
ceeding to execute this order, I was ordered to move by the 
rear of the main line to support the extreme right of General 
Hardee’s line. Having taken my position to support Gen- 
eral Hardee’s right, I was again ordered by General Beaure- 
gard to advance and occupy the crest of a ridge in the edge 
of an old field. My line was just formed in this position 
when General Polk ordered me forward to support his line. 
While moving to the support of General Polk, an order 
reached me from General Beauregard to report to him with 
my command at his headquarters.” Buggies’ division and 
Cheatham’s division, with one regiment of Clark’s, were put 
on the Confederate left of Shiloh Church; Wood’s brigade 
and Trabue’s brigade to the right. Russell and A. P. Stew- 
art were first sent to opijose Crittenden, but were afterward 
shifted toward the Confederate left, to McCook’s front. 
The report of Colonel Thompson, Beauregard’s aid-de-camp, 
to General Beauregard, states : “About 11.30 o’clock it was 
apparent that the enemy’s main attack was on our left, and 
our forces began to yield to the vigor of his attack.” 

When Rousseau’s brigade was formed, his right was in 
the air. McCook held it in place till Kirk’s brigade arrived 
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from Savannah, and oocnpied the time exploring the ground 
to his front and right. Kirk having arrived, McCook moved 
Bousseau’s brigade across a ravine to a rising ground a few 
hundred yards in advance, and placed Klirk’s brigade in re- 
serve of Rousseau’s right, to protect the exposed flank. A com- 
pany of regulars (there were three battalions of regulars in 
Rousseau’s command) was sent into the woods as skirmishers. 
In less than an hour the skirmishers were driven back and 
followed by the Fourth Kentucky Regiment and Fourth Ala- 
bama Battalion belonging to Trabue’s brigade. After a fierce 
attack for twenty minutes, the assailants fell back before the 
rapid and well-directed fire of Rousseau’s men and retired out 
of sight in the timber. Trabue’s regiments rallied and quickly 
returned to the assault with greater vigor than before. The 
steady fire of Rousseau’s men again drove them to retreat ; 
Rosseau advanced into the timber, i)assed through it to an 
open field, when Trabue, who, with three regiments was 
engaged with McClernand, united the two portions of his 
brigade and charged furiously upon Rousseau. After a des- 
perate struggle Trabue gave way; Rousseau captured two 
guns and repossessed McGlernand’s headquarters. 

This advance drew Rousseau away from Crittenden, while 
it connected him with McClernand ; exposed his left, while 
it covered his right. Colonel Willich, who had arrived with 
the Thirty-second Indiana, passed around to the left, and, 
with regiment in column doubled on the centre, charged 
upon the enemy in that quarter, drove him into the timber, 
then deploying in line opened fire. Willich became subject 
to so hot a fire — mainly, he reports, from the National troops 
— that he was compelled to retire. Dressing his lines he 
charged again. Observing undue excitement in his men, he 
halted the regiment, and in the midst of the battle exercised 
the men in the manual of arms. Having thus steadied them, 
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lie resumed the charge and again drove the enemy into the 
timber. Rousseau’s command having exhausted their car- 
tridges, Kirk’s brigade took place in the line, while Rous- 
seau, behind them, replenished from the supply which Gen- 
eral McCook had already procured. Gibson’s brigade having 
now arrived, was deployed, about two o’clock, on the left. 
The two armies were concentrating about Shiloh Church. 
Gibson’s left flank being twice threatened and partially 
turned, the Forty-ninth Ohio twice, under fire, changed 
front to the rear on the right company with precision. 
Veatch’s brigade, of Hurlbut’s division, which had been act- 
ing in reserve, was moved forward by McCook and extended 
his left. The division being now sorely pressed by the 
enemy’s artillery. Major Taylor, Sherman’s chief of artillery, 
brought forward Bouton’s battery and assigned part to each 
brigade. The section assigned to Gibson quickly silenced 
the batteries in his front. McCook was now connected with 
the forces to his right. 

McClernand’s command consisted — Monday morning — of 
the Forty-sixth Illinois, of Hurlbut’s division, constituting 
his right; the Twentieth, Seventeenth, Forty-third, Forty- 
fiith, Forty-eighth, and Forty-ninth Illinois, of his own divi- 
sion, being his First and Second Brigades, and, on his left, 
the Fifty-third Ohio, of Sherman’s division, and the Eighty- 
first Ohio, of W. H. L. Wallace’s division. Except the 
two flanking regiments, the Forty-sixth Illinois and the 
Eighty-first Ohio, the regiments were extremely reduced. 
After firing had opened by Nelson and by Lewis Wallace, 
McClemand moved across the ravine of Brier Creek to the 
large open field, where his line was dressed ,* McAllister’s 
battery was brought up and engaged a battery posted beyond, 
or in the proper front of, McClemand’s First Brigade camp. 
Lewis Wallace’s batteries beyond the timber to the northwest, 
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and a battery with Sherman in the same direction, joined in 
the artillery combat. The Confederate battery becoming 
silent, McClemand moved forward and entered the camp of 
his First Brigade, being the northwestern extremity of his 
camp, without having encountered opposing infantry. It was 
discovered that a body of the enemy was advancing beyond 
the left of the line. McClernand moved by the flank to the 
left till the left regiments came to a field in rear of his camp, 
and charged across it against a battery and its supports on the 
farther side. The Fifty-third and Eighty -first Ohio recoiled, 
were ordered back, fell to the rear in some disorder, and the 
whole line retired. The Twenty-eighth Illinois was moved 
forward from Hurlbut’s reserve and added to McClemand’s 
left. The line again advanced, pushed the enemy back 
through McClemand’a camp, where he made a stand, and 
McClernand was again compelled to yield. General McCook 
now extended his right by throwing forward the Louisville 
Legion. The two divisions connected, and the Twenty- 
eighth Illinois returned to the reserve 

Sherman, being ordered by General Grant early in the 
morning to advance and recapture his camps, sent his staff 
out to gather in the members of his command. Colonel Sul- 
livan marched the Forty-eighth Ohio, at dawn, out from the 
reserve artillery, and Buckland’s brigade was comjjlete. 
Colonel Stuart was found near the landing with two regi- 
ments of his brigade, and a small detachment of the Third, 
the Seventy-first Ohio. The Thirteenth Missouri, tempo- 
rarily attached to Sherman, which had become entangled 
with McClernand’s command the i)reviou8 afternoon, and 
bivouacked at night in his line, was regained. Portions 
of the Fifty-seventh and Seventy-seventh Ohio still adhered. 
Major Taylor, chief of artillery, brought Lieutenant Wood’s 
battery. The column being formed, he marched by the 
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flank toward the west to the bluffs of Owl Creek, and 
along them to an open field at the extreme right of McOler- 
nand^s camp, and awaited the approach of McCook on the 
Corinth road. Hearing heavy firing in front of Rousseau, 
about ten o’clock, and observing it giadually gaining ground 
toward Shiloh Church, he moved the head of his column to 
General McClernand’s right, formed line of battle, facing 
south, with Buckland next to McClemand and Stuart on his 
right, and advanced slowly and steadily under a heavy 
fire of musketry and artillery. 

General Levis Wallace discovered at dawn, on the bluff on 
the opposite side of Brier Creek, and just facing Thompson’s 
battery, a hostile battery. The Twentieth Ohio discharging 
their rifles to clear them, were answered by a volley that dis- 
closed the presence of a hostile line of battle. At the same 
time Pond’s brigade and Ketchum’s battery became aware of 
the fact that only the valley of Brier Creek separated them 
from troops that had arrived in the night. Colonel Pond was 
dismayed by the further discovery that he was nearly a mile 
in advance of his nearest support. After a short engagement 
he withdrew his infantry, leaving Wharton’s regiment of 
mounted Texas Rangers to support the battery. After a 
sharp artillery duel, Ketchum drew off his battery, covered 
by the mounted regiment. General Grant directing Wal- 
lace to push his line of attack to the west, directly from 
the river, the division advanced, the brigades in echelon, 
the First to the front and left, the Third to the right 
and rear, sweeping the bluffs facing Snake Creek and Owl 
Creek, and coming out in the fields in rear of Sherman’s 
camps. Wheeling the division to the left, he soon became 
hotly engaged, first Thompson’s battery with another battery, 
then infantry with opposing infantry. 

There was yet a gap between Sherman and Wallace, but 
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the conflict now raged about Shiloh Church with a fury sur- 
passing any portion of the battle of Sunday. McCook, with 
his well closed division, McClemand and Sherman with their 
attenuated but persistent commands, Wallace with his fresh 
and compact division, with the batteries of Bouton, McAllis- 
ter, Wood, Thompson, and Thurber, formed a curved line 
concentrating upon the convex line comprised of part of 
Clark’s division, Wood’s brigade, Trabue’s brigade, Cheat- 
ham’s division, and Buggies’ division, with the batteries of 
Ketchum, Byrne, Bankhead, and others. McClemand, Sher- 
man, and Wallace all speak writh admiration of the splendid 
fighting of McCook’s division. Ammunition was becoming 
exhausted. Buckland withdrew his regiments to fill their 
boxes. Stuart’s brigade, now commanded by Colonel Kilby 
Smith, plunged forward to make up with renewed vigor for 
diminished numbers. Wallace’s left flank was exposed. 
The Eleventh Indiana, changing front, faced the danger on 
its flank. The First Nebraska having used its last cartridge, 
the Seventy-sixth Ohio leaped to its j)lace. Thompson’s 
battery having expended its last round, Thurber’s guns took 
their place so quickly that there was no intermission in tne 
fire. The Twentieth Ohio, sent ofT to the right to meet a 
force springing up in that quarter, met with a sudden dis- 
charge at close range, dashed through a fringe of bushes, and 
drove a battery from the field beyond. 

Wood’s brigade, charging on Bousseau, was knocked to 
pieces and retired to the rear, where General Wood with the 
aid of cavalry gathered up 1,500 stragglers into an ineffec- 
tive reserve. McCook pushed his line forward to Sherman’s 
camp. The lines were pressed closer and the fire was hotter 
than ever. General Grant called two regiments, and in per- 
son led them in a charge in McCook’s front, and broke 
the enemy’s line. Endurance has its limits. The intense 
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strain of two days was telling. Beauregard saw liis men 
were beginning to flag ; exhausted regiments were dropping 
out of line. It was now three o’clock. Two hours before, 
General Beauregard had sent word to his extreme right in 
Nelson’s front, to retire slowly in alternate lines. Brecken- 
ridge, put in command of the movement, had drawn Stat- 
ham’s brigade from Crittenden’s front. Beauregard was 
fighting to secure his retreat. 

Colonel Thompson, aide-de-camp to Beauregard, says in 
his report ; While I was engaged in rallying our disorgan- 
ized troops to the left and rear of the church, you seized the 
banners of two different regiments and led them forward to 
the assault in face of the fire of the enemy ; but from the 
feebleness of the response I became convinced that our 
troops were too much exhausted to make a vigorous resist- 
ance. I rode up to you and advised that you should expose 
yourself no further, but should dispose your troops so as to 
retire from Shiloh Church in good order.” Colonel Whit- 
tlesey, in his report, states : There being signs of a retreat 
farther to the south, Lieutenant Thurber was directed to 
sweep the ground in front, which he did with his two how- 
itzers and three smooth-bores in fine style. Two prisoners 
captured near there, one of them an officer of the Creole 
Guard, state that General Beauregard was endeavoring to 
form a line for a final and desperate charge on our right 
when Lieutenant Thurber opened upon him, and the result 
was a disorderly retreat.” 

The battle was over. General Beauregard posted a bat- 
tery and a brigade on the rising ground south of Oak Creek, 
commanding the ground about Shiloh Church, and with- 
drew his worn troops behind them. General Beauregard 
says this was at two o’clock. Cheatham fixes the hour when 
he retired at half-past two. The National commanders fix 
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the close of the contest at about three o’clock. At Woods’, 
about two miles beyond, a rear-guard took position again. 
At Mickey’s, where Breckenridge had already arrived, he 
was detailed with his command as rear-guard, and the rest 
of the army passed on to Monterey. 

There was no pursuit of the retreating army. All advance 
by the National troops ceased about four o’clock. McCook 
went into bivouac near the camp of Peabody’s brigade, 
Prentiss’ division. Wood’s division, arriving too late to take 
part in the battle, pushed to the front and engaged his skir- 
mishers with the light troops covering the retreat. Men- 
denhall’s battery, far off toward Crittenden’s left, catching 
some glimpses of the retiring column through openings in 
the forest, sent some parting rounds. Wood and Crittenden 
went into bivouac in front of Prentiss’ camp. General Buell 
pushed Nelson forward on the Hamburg road, near to the 
crossing of Lick Creek, and the division bivouacked near 
Stuart’s camp. The divisions, or what was present of them, 
of McClernand, Sherman, Hurlbut, and W. H. L. Wallace, 
returned to their camj)s. Lewis Wallace advanced his divi- 
sion across Oak Creek to the large field. Company A, of 
the Twentieth Ohio, obtaining permission to proceed far- 
ther, advanced to the Confederate hospital and was deploy- 
ing to drive off a detachment of cavalry that was burning a 
commissary train, when it was recalled to rejoin the division, 
then returning across Oak Creek, to bivouac in front of the 
camp of McDowell’s brigade. 

McClernand and Sherman formed part of the line of bat- 
tle. Prentiss’ division was gone. The other two divisions, 
what was left of them, acted in reserve. Hurlbut formed 
his division in the morning complete, with the exception of 
the Forty-sixth Illinois, which served for the day with Mc- 
Clernand. It was a skeleton division. The Third Iowa was 

n 
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140 men under the command of a lieutenant. In the fore* 
noon, General Grant sent Hurlbut out to act as reserve to 
McClemand. The Twenty-eighth Illinois took place for a 
while on McClernand’s left, and Veatch with his three regi- 
ments took place on McCook’s left, when he diverged from 
Crittenden. Colonel Tuttle, senior officer in the Second 
Division, by the death of W. H. L. Wallace and the wound- 
ing of McArthur, gathered the remaining regiments of his 
division, except the Fourteenth Missouri and the Eighty-first 
Ohio, added to them Colonel Crocker and three regiments 
of McClemand’s First Brigade, and marched in reserve to 
Crittenden. He sent the Second Iowa to Nelson, when 
Nelson’s line was broken by the gallant but disastrous charge 
of Hazen ; the Eighth and Eighteenth Illinois moved out to 
the left of Crittenden when he diverged from Nelson, and 
the Seventh Iowa, moved into the front line later in the day. 

The number of J ohnston’s army has already been given as 
40,000 men. Badeau says the effective force present in the 
National camps Sunday morning was 33,000 men. General 
Sherman makes the number 32,000. William Preston John- 
ston, in the Life of his father, makes the number of the 
National troops, the “grand total in Sunday’s battle,” 41,543. 
These various statements arise from the different ways of 
making and reading returns. Forty thousand does not rep- 
resent the total force which A. S. Johnston led to Shiloh. 
Forty thousand “present for duty” is exclusive not only of 
the brigade of detailed teamsters and cooks that General 
Johnston complained of, but of all regular and permanent 
details. It appears from some reports which give numbers, 
that it was also exclusive of temporary details made for the 
occasion of the battle — hospital men, train guards, ammuni- 
tion guards, sappers and miners, infantry detailed to act 
with batteries, etc. It appears from some of the reports, 
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which state mimbers, that the ** enlisted men” ^‘present for 
duty,” in the “Field Betums of the Confederate Forces 
that marched from Corinth to the Tennessee Kiver,” com- 
prised only non-commissioned officers and privates, and 
was therefore exclusive of musicians, buglers, artificers, etc., 
though enlisted as such. The 40,000, therefore, is the num- 
ber of the combatants engaged in the battle. The field re- 
turn is susceptible of further explanations, the character 
of which does not appear. The field return, for example, 
gives the “present for duty,” in the artillery in Polk’s 
corps, as 20 officers and 331 enlisted men — 351 in all ; while 
the official report of the chief of artillery of the corps, of 
casualties in the battle, giving each battery separately, states 
the number actually engaged in the battle as 21 officers, 56 
non-commissioned officers, and 369 privates, making a total 
of 446. It is clear, therefore, that the 40,000 is intended as 
the number of officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 
vates actually engaged in the battle, and a comparison of the 
reports of General Polk’s chief of aiiiillery with the returns 
suggests that in some way it may not be the full number of 
combatants engaged. 

The aggregation of returns making 41,153 present for 
duty in Grant’s army at Pittsburg Landing, Sunday morning, 
is not a consolidated return, but a collection of footings of 
regimental returns, the nearest in date attainable to April 
6th, for the most part furnished by the War Department to 
Colonel Johnson, the rest either taken from reports of State 
adjutant-generals, or else estimated. The statement includes 
the Fourteenth Wisconsin and the Fifteenth Michigan, nei- 
ther of which arrived till after the close of Sunday’s battle.* 
Deducting the “present for duty” given for these, 1,488, 
leaves, in round numbers, as in General Johnston’s army, 

♦ This is a mistake as to the Fifteenth Michigan, which lost, Sunday, 38 killed,' 
64 wounded, and 7 miasing. 



180 


FROM FORT HENRY TO CORINTH. 


40,000. But present for duty ” in the returns of the Na- 
tional forces, includes musicians, buglers, artificers, etc ; all 
men present for the duty for which they were enlisted. The 
army was clothed with music. There were 72 regiments 
present, including those which arrived Sunday morning. 
The field music of 720 companies, with the buglers of cav- 
alry and artillery, made about three thousand men. Besides 
these there were bands so numerous that an order was shortly 
afterward made, restricting the number of bands to one to 
each brigade. Where the battle reports give the number 
taken into action, the difference in the number given and 
the number of “present for duty,” as given by the War De- 
partment to Colonel Johnston, suggests that many had gone 
on to the sick list, or been detailed, between the date of the 
return and April Gth; or that many men jjresent for duty 
were left behind in camp. Probably all were true, and 
thirty-tliree thousand or thirty-two thousand is the number 
of officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates actually 
engaged in Sunday’s battle on the National side. The 
reinforcements of Monday numbered, of Buell’s army, about 
twenty thousand ; Lewis Wallace, sixty -five hundi'ed ; other 
regiments, about fourteen hundred. 

There ought to be no uncertainty in the re 2 :)Oi’ts of casual- 
ties. Yet, while the general result is clear, precision in 
detail is now hardly attainable. General Beauregard’s re- 
port gives his loss as 1,728 killed, 8,012 wounded, and 959 
missing; making an aggregate of 10,699. Of the reported 
missing, many were killed or wounded. These numbers are 
the aggregate of losses reported by brigades. They cannot in- 
clude casualties at division, corps, or army headquarters, hap- 
pening either to the generals commanding, or to the officers 
on their staff, or to enlisted men on duty there. And while 
batteries were attached to brigades, the cavalry was a wholly 
independent command, not attached or reporting to bri- 
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gades or divisions ; two regiments were not attached to any 
corps. Their casualties cannot be included in brigade re- 
ports. Colonel Johnston, after much examination, ‘‘finds a 
possible variation of 218 more casualties, principally in miss- 
ing, that might be added to General Beauregard's report." 

The generally accepted ofiSicial report of the National loss 
is : in Grant’s army, 1,437 killed, 5,679 wounded, and 2,934 
missing, making a total of 10,050; in Buell’s army, 263 
killed, 1,816 wounded, and 88 missing — making a total of 
2,167. The two armies aggregated 1,700 killed, 7,495 
wounded, and 3,022 captured — making total, 12,217. The 
War Department, in the printed collection of battle reports, 
does not give the casualties of the two armies separately, but 
gives the aggregate, 1,574 killed, 7,795 wounded, and 2,794 
missing— making a total of 12,163. The “Medical and Sur- 
gical History of the War’’ makes the loss 1,735 killed, 7,882 
wounded, 3,956 missing — making a total of 13,573. The loss 
of the Army of the Ohio, as given above, is the report of 
General Buell on April 15th. Six days later, the Medical 
Director of that army made to General Buell a tabulated 
statement of killed and wounded in each regiment, brigade, 
and division engaged, which makes the number 236 killed 
and 1,728 wounded. All these estimates are based uj)on the 
same material— upon the field repoi-ts. As the revisers of 
the reports for publication have had the best opportunity for 
deliberate examination and for comparison of the reports 
with muster-rolls, their estimate of casualties is perhaps the 
most trustworthy. 

The loss in artillery on each side was about equal. Gen- 
eral Sherman lost seven guns and captured seven. General 
McClemand lost six guns and captured three. Prentiss lost 
eight guns. Hurlbut lost two batteries. The Army of the 
Ohio captured about twenty guns, many of them being re-' 
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captured guns, lost on Sunday. One of Breckenridge’s bri- 
gades threw away their arms, taking in place better arms 
picked up on the field. There was a great destruction of 
camp equipage and stores. The quartermaster of the Third 
Iowa, in Hurlbut’s division, packed everything in wagons, 
safely carried stores and baggage to the landing, and let 
down the tents to save them from damage by shot. Before 
the wagons of Prentiss* division went to the rear, while the 
division was still engaged at the front, Colonel Miller’s ser- 
vant gathered everything in the Colonel’s tent, packed it in 
one of the wagons, carried it safely off, and kept all in good 
order till Miller returned from captivity. But such thought- 
fulness was the exception, and the returning troops found 
much missing and more destroyed. 

Heavy rain fell again Monday night. Next moming Gen- 
eral Grant sent General Sherman with his two brigades, and 
General Wood with his division and the Fourth Illinois Cav- 
alry, in pursuit. The miry road was lined with abandoned 
wagons, limber-boxes, and with hospitals filled with wounded. 
The advance was suddenly fallen upon by Forrest and his 
cavalry, and driven back in confusion. Forrest coming upon 
the main column retired, and was pursued in turn. General 
Sherman advanced about a mile farther, and returned to 
camp. BreckenridgjB remained at Mickey’s three days, guard- 
ing the rear, and by the end of the week Beauregard’s army 
was again in Corinth. The battle sobered both armies. The 
force at Pittsburg Landing saw rudely dashed aside the ex- 
pectation of speedy entry into Corinth. The force at Corinth, 
that marched out to drive Grant into the river, to scatter 
Buell’s force in detail, and return in triumph to Nashville, 
was back in the old quarters, foiled, disheartened. 



CHAPTER Vni. 


CORINTH. 

When news of the two days’ fighting was received at the 
North, the people of the Ohio Valley and St. Louis were 
stiri’ed to active sympathy. Steamboats bearing physicians, 
nurses, sisters of charity, and freighted with hospital sup- 
plies were at once despatched and soon crowded the shore of 
Pittsburg Landing. There was need for all the aid that was 
brought. Besides the thousands of wounded, were other 
thousands of sick. The springs of surface water used in the 
camps, always unwholesome, were now poisonous. The 
well lost their strength ; of the sick many died every day. 
Hospital camps spread over the hills about the landing, and 
the little town of Savannah was turned into a hospital. 
Fleets descended the river bearing invalids to purer air and 
water. 

General Halleck arrived at the landing on April 11th, es- 
tablished his headquarters near the river bluff, and assumed 
personal command. General Pope, with the Army of the 
Mississippi, summoned from the operations just begun before 
Fort Pillow, arrived on the 21st, and went into camp at 
Hamburg. Seasoned troops from Missouri and fresh regi- 
ments from recruiting depots arrived. The camps were 
pushed out farther from the river, and Halleck found 
100,000 effective men under his command. The army was 
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organized into right wing, centre, left wing, and reserve. 
The right wing comprised all the army of the Tennessee ex- 
cept the divisions of McClemand and Lewis Wallace, to- 
gether with the division of General Thomas from the army 
of the Ohio, and was commanded by General Thomas. The 
remnants of the commands of Prentiss and W. H. L. Wal- 
lace were incorporated in two new divisions. The centre, 
composed of the Army of the Ohio, except Thomas’ division, 
was commanded by General Buell. . The left wing, the 
Army of the IVIississippi, to which General Granger’s cavalry 
division was still attached, was commanded by General 
Pope. General Pope, General Bosecrans having been as- 
signed to him for duty, divided his command on May 29th 
into two wings, the right commanded by General Bosecrans, 
the left by General Hamilton. The reserve, under General 
McClemand, comprised his division and that of Lewis Wal- 
lace. General Grant was appointed second in command, 
without command or duty attached to that position, though 
he still remained commander of the District of West Ten- 
nessee. 

Beauregard was reinforced, almost immediately after his re- 
turn, by Van Dom with 17,000 troops seasoned by campaigns 
in Missouri and Arkansas, raising his effective strength to 

50.000. The Confederate Government at Bichmond and the 
State governments in the Southwest strained every resource 
to increase liis force. Unimportant posts were denuded of 
their garrisons, new regiments were recruited, and Price, of 
Missouri, whom the Government at Bichmond had refused 
to recognize, was appointed major-general. Beauregard 
found his force amount on the muster-rolls to an aggregate 
of more than 112,000. But sickness and absence were so 
prevalent that the return of effectives never quite reached 

53.000. The position at Corinth was naturally strong. 
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Standing on a long ridge in the fork of two streams, which 
run parallel to each other nearly to their junction, protected 
on the front and both flanks by swampy valleys traversed by 
the streams and obstructed by dense thickets, a line of earth- 



Approach to Oorlnth. 


works running along the crest of the highland bordering 
the valleys, it could be approached with difiiculty. The diffi- 
culty was enhanced by a belt of timber which screened the 
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works from view. Railroads coming into the town facili- 
tated reinforcement and supply. 

Beauregard kept strong parties well advanced to his front, 
while the National force at the river, absorbed in the work 
of organization and supply, made little effort to ascertain 
his position. As late as April 27th, a reconnoitering party 
sent out by McClemand discovered that Monterey, twelve 
miles from the landing, was held in some force. Next day 
General Stanley, of Pope’s command, sent out a detachment 
that drove this force beyond Monterey. General Halleck 
began his march about the close of April, moving slowly, 
keeping his army comx)act, intrenching at every halt, and 
ordering his subordinate commanders strictly to refuse to 
be drawn into a general engagement. The right wing halted 
and intrenched immediately beyond and to the west of Mon- 
terey on May 4th. The enemy’s outposts kept close in front 
of Halleck’s army and opposed every advance. 

General Pope, moving out on the left from Hamburg, 
stretched in advance of the adjoining part of the line. On 
May 3d, his command being encamped with Seven Mile 
Creek in his front. General Paine, with his division, pushed 
forward to Farmington, within four miles of Corinth, at- 
tacked a considerable force and drove them from their 
intrenchments, compelling them to leave their dead, as well 
as their tents and baggage, behind. Next day Pope advanced 
his entire force within a mile and a half of Farmington, but 
had to return next day to his former position behind Seven 
Mile Creek, to keep up his connection with Buell. On the 
8th, he again moved his whole force to Farmington, and 
pushed two divisions on separate roads almost up the in- 
trenchments at Corinth; but was again informed that the 
army to his right was not ready to advance. One brigade 
was still kept as advanced guard at Farmington. On the 9th» 
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a heavy force from Corinth emerged from the timber just as 
Plummer’s brigade, then on post, was being relieved by 
Palmer’s. The two brigades met the attack briskly and a 
severe combat ensued. Pope’s army was within a mile and a 
half behind the creek, but forbidden by Halleck’s order to 
cross. To prevent a general engagement, the two brigades 
were withdrawn. It was not till after May 20th that Pope 
finally occupied Farmington with Buell’s line. 

Observing indications on the night of the 2Gth, he next 
day advanced, and connecting with his right, sent Colonel 
W. L. Elliot, of the Second Iowa Cavalry, with his own regi- 
ment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel E. Hatch, and 
the Second Michigan Cavalry^ commanded by Colonel P. H. 
Sheridan, who was only assigned to the regiment that day, 
to make a circuit around Corinth and strike the railroad 
forty miles in its rear, doing all practicable destruction to 
it. Next day, the 28th, Stanley’s division was pushed far 
forward and after a sharp skirmish secured possession of a 
ridge directly upon the creek, in front of the enemy’s works, 
which he at once fortified. Paine’s division was moved out 
the same day and occupied oh Stanley’s left. The same 
day Buell advanced Nelson and Crittenden to the front on a 
line with Stanley. 

General Thomas held Sherman on his extreme right, with 
his skirmishers extended out to sweep the Mobile & Ohio 
•Railway. 

After several successive advances, meeting more or less 
opposition, on May 17th, Sherman moved with his division 
— supported by Hurlbut — and with batteries, against a com- 
manding position in his front, called Russell’s^ just two 
miles from the main entrenchments, held by a brigade. It 
was some time before he could get a position for his batteries. 
Resistance was more obstinate than at any previous en- 
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counter. But, finally, the point was carried, and was found 
to cover a sweep of open ground to the south, the direction 
towai’d Corinth, and the division entrenched. Beyond the 
open land — stretching southward from BusselFs — and inter- 
vening woods was other open land, and still beyond, a rising 
ground, with a high wooded ridge behind it. On this rising 
ground was a loop-holed, double loghouse, having complete 
command of the ox)en ground north of it. A force stationed 
here exceedingly annoyed Sherman’s pickets. On the morn- 
ing of the 27th he moved with his division and batteries, 
supported by Veatch’s brigade, from Hurlbut, and John A. 
Logan’s brigade, from McClemand, quietly and unseen 
through the timber as near as juacticable. Two of Silver- 
Bparre's twenty-pounder Parrott guns were moved silently 
through the forest to a point behind a hill, from the top of 
which could be seen the house and ground to be contested. 
The guns were unlimbered, loaded, and moved by hand to 
the crest. A quick rapid fire demolished the house. The 
infantry dashed forward, drove the enemy from the ridge 
across a field and into a thick forest beyond. In the after- 
noon the repulsed troops suddenly reappeared, but after a 
short contest they were again driven. The advanced posi- 
tion thus carried was at once intrenched. The intervening 
forest concealed from Sherman the fact that, though he was 
more than three miles from the town, he was now less than 
a mile from the main defences of Corinth, that he was be- 
tween the creeks, and there was no obstruction but the forest 
between him and the works. Next day General Thomas ad- 
vanced the rest of his command, wheeling it to the right so 
as to bring the whole upon the bank of the creek, which 
flowed between him and Corinth. This advance brought his 
left division, T. W. Sherman, within half a mile of the main 
entrenchments, but separated from them by the swampy 
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valley. The same day Buell advanced McCook to connect 
with T. W. Sherman. Halleck had been a month gaining 
with his 100,000 men a few miles, but he was now closing in 
upon Corinth. 

Beauregard, though contesting pertinaciously every ad- 
vance, had already began his evacuation. Detailed instruc- 
tions, regulating the evacuation and the subsequent march 
of the troops, were issued on the 26th and 27th, and three 
o’clock A.M. of the 29th was appointed for the time. On the 
28th an order was issued postponing the movement till the 
morning of the 3()th, to gain more time for removing stores. 
On the 29th the final order was issued, which required, 
among other precautions to hide the movement, “whenever 
the railroad-engine wliistles during the night, near the in- 
trenchments, the trooj.)s in the vicinity will cheer rej)eatedly, 
as though reinforcements had been received.” The sick and 
wounded were sent off by railway, as was the heavy artillery. 
All valuable stores were carried off; though considerable 
quantities of stores of all kinds — commissary, quartermaster, 
and ordnance — were neither removed nor destroyed. Elliot, 
with his cavalry, struck the railroad at Booneville before 
daylight of the 30th, destroyed there a locomotive, twenty^ 
five box-cars loaded with ordnance, ammunition, and quar- 
termaster stores, one or two platform-cars with field-pieces, 
a depot building filled with ordnance stores, tore up the 
track and destroyed two culverts, and returned to Farming- 
ton, having jjrevented the further use of that railway for the 
purposes of evacuation. 

General Pope, hearing the engines whistling and men 
cheering after midnight, understood it as Beauregard in- 
tended — to show the arrival of reinforcements. But skirmish- 
ers were sent forward to ascertain, if practicable, the fact. 
Trains were heard leaving, and, at six o’clock, explosions, fol- 
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lowed by clotids of smoke, satisfied both him and Sherman 
that Beauregard was leaving. By eight o’clock, his advance 
had felt their way through the intrenchments and marched 
into town. Sherman, having farther to go, was but little 
later in entering. 

Pope’s army moved at once in pursuit along the roads 
leading south — Rosecrans in front, Hamilton following, 
and Granger with the cavalry keeping in advance. Two 
divisions from Thomas’ command, Davies and T. W. Sher- 
man, were added to the pursuing column. The pursuit de- 
veloped the fact that Beauregard, or a large part of his force, 
halted at Baldwin, fifty miles south of Corinth, in an inac- 
cessible position behind swamp and jungle, while his line 
extended to the northwest, to Blackland, an approachable 
point west of the railroad. Pope had made all preparations 
to attack at Blackland and issued the order, when Buell ar- 
rived at the front and suspended the attack. Beauregard 
retreated farther and the pursuing force returned to Corinth. 

General Pope, while detained a few days at Danville, by 
illness, was continually receiving despatches from his offi- 
cei*s at the front, and telegraphing them or their substance 
to General Halleck, at Corinth, a few miles off. General 
Granger said in one despatch there were ten thousand strag- 
glers from the retreating army in the woods, all of whom 
would come in and surrender. All knew the woods were 
full of stragglers, and it was generally believed that Gen- 
eral Granger’s estimate of their number and intentions was 
reasonable. Pope, condensing into one, despatches received 
frotai Rosecrans, Hamilton, and Granger, telegraphed to Hal- 
leck, “ The two divisions in the advance under Rosecrans are 
slowly and cautiously advancing on Baldwin this morning, 
with the cavalry on both flanks. Hamilton, with two di- 
visions, is at Rienzi, and between there and Booneville, 
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ready to move forward, should they be needed. One brigade 
from the reserve occupies Danville. Rosecrans reports this 
morning that the enemy has retreated from Baldwin, but 
he is advancing cautiously. The woods, for miles, are 
full of stragglers from the enemy, who are coming in in 
squads. Not less than ten thousand men are thus scattered 
about, who will come in within a day or two.” General Hah 
leek despatched to the War Department General Pope, 
with 40,000 men, is tliirty miles south of Corinth, pushing 
the enemy hard. He already reports 10,000 prisoners and 
deserters from the enemy, and 15,000 stand of arms cap- 
tured.” This despatch of General Halleck’s made a great 
sensation. The expectation that the stragglers would come 
into the National camj) was disappointed ; the prisoners 
taken were few, and Pope was censured for making a state- 
ment of fact which he neither made nor authorized. 

Fort Pillow was abandoned June 1st. On June 6th, Ad- 
miral Davis, who had succeeded Commodore Foote, de- 
stroyed the Confederate fleet in front of Memphis after an 
engagement of an hour and a half. The same day, the two 
regiments that Pope left with the fleet, entered the city. 
The objects proposed in the spring were accomplished, 
though not in the manner designed. The railway connec- 
tion at Corinth was broken, though not by a mere dash from 
the river. Fort Pillow was possessed, Memphis was occu- 
pied, and the Mississippi open to Vicksburg. The volunteers 
had been through a hard military school. After their ex- 
perience in fighting, they had practice in the slow advance 
to Corinth, in picket duty and field fortification. They had 
learned something of the business of war and were now 
ready for campaign, battle, and siege. 
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'^OTR.'^EegimentSy batteries^ etc.^ are indexed under the names of 
their States^ excepting batteries called by their captain's or by some 
other special name. These are indexed under Batteries. 


Abams, Colonel, 141-143 
Alabama, troops of. Regiments : 
First, 80, 120 ; Fourth, 171 ; 
Twenty-second, 154 ; Twenty- 
seventh, 42 ; Colonel Baker’s, 
80 

Allen, Colonel, 144 
Ammen, Colonel, 163, 164, 165, 166 
Anderson, General Patton, 128, 
129 

Appier, Colonel, 128 
Arkansas, troops of. Regiments : 
Eleventh, 69, 80; Twelfth, 
69,80,88; Fifteenth, 132 
Ashboth, General, 9, 11 et seq. 

Badeau, General Adam, his work 
on General Grant cited, 20, 60, 
61, 178 

Bailey, Colonel, 62 
Bailey’s Ferry, 28, 29 
Baker, Colonel, 80 
Baldwin, Colonel, report of, 45, 146 
Baldwin, Miss., position of, 190, 
191 

Bankhead, Captain, 80 

11.-9 


Bankhead, Fort, 76 
Bark road, 147 
Barrett, Captain, 130, 186 
Bartlett, 168 

Batteries: Bankhead’s battery, 175; 
Barrett’s battery, 115, 130; 
Bartlett’s battery, 167, 168; 
Bouton’s battery, 175 ; Bratz- 
man’s batteries, 155; Bur- 
rows’ battery, 101,115, 136; 
Byrne’s battery, 175 ; Caven- 
der’s. Major, artillery, 154; 
Crittenden’s battery, 169, 177; 
DcGolyer’s battery, 70 ; Dres- 
ser’s battery, 39, 136; Du- 
buque battery, 16; Graves’ 
battery, 52, 55, 60; Green’s 
battery, 60; Guy’s battery, 
60; Hickenlooper’s battery, 
145, 146 ; Hodgson’s, Captain, 
battery, 128; Houghtaling’s 
Ottawa Light Artiljery, 70, 87; 
Hurlbut’a batteries, 155, 181 ; 
Jackson’s battery, 60 ; Ketch- 
urn’s battery, 138, 160,174^ 175; 
Maney’s battery, 42, 43, 48, 
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52, 60 ; Mannas battery, 101, 
115, 148; McAllister’s, 39, 52, 
115, 136, 172, 175; Menden- 
haU’s battery, 165, 167, 168, 
169, 177 ; Munch’s Minnesota, 
115; Plummer’s battery, 73, 
74 ; Porter’s battery, 52, 55, 
59, 60; Schofield’s battery, 17; 
Schwartz’s battery, 39, 115, 
136 ; Sherman’s battery, 102 ; 
Stewart’s, R. C. , battery, 80 ; 
Terrill’s battery, 165, 166, 167; 
Thurber’s battery, 163, 175, 
176 ; Washington Artillery, 
128 ; Waterhouse’s battery, 
102, 126, 127, 129, 185, 136; 
Webster’s battery, 154, 155 
Battle, Colonel, 152 
Baxter, Captain, 162 
Bear Creek, 91 

Beauregard, General G. P. T., 78 ; 
number and character of his 
command in the Southwest, 
91 ; sends force to Pittsburg 
Landing, 99, 128; assumes 
Johnston’s command, 153 ; re- 
ferred to, 156, 157, 160, 161, 
164, 169, 170, 175, 176 ; losses 
of, 180 ; reinforced, 184, 186 ; 
begins an evacuation, 189; 
halts at Baldwin, 190 
Behr, Captain, 131 
Belmont, Mo., 19, 20 ; engagement 
at, 21 

Bentonville, Mo., 13 
Big Barren River, 24 
Bird’s Point, Mo., 20, 74 
Birge, Colonel, 55 
Bissel, Colonel J. W., 70 et seq. 
Blair, General Frank P. , 2 
Bland ville, Ky., 19 
Boonville, Mo., 2, 4, 8, 9, 100 


Boston Mountains, Ark., 12 
Bowen, General, 151 
Bowling Green, Ky., occupied by 
Buckner, 24 

Bowling Green, Ky., rebel evacu 
ation of, 64 

Boyle, General J. T., 166, 168 
Bragg, General, 128, 138, 153 et 
seq. 

Breckenridge, General, 138, 135, 
155, 169, 176, 177, 181, 182 
Brier Creek, 100, 137, 160, 161, 163, 
172, 174 
Brotzman, 155 

Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel, 11 
Brown Major, 45 ; report of, cited, 
61 

Brown, Colonel, 80 
Bruce, 164, 165 
Brush, Captain, 50 
Bryner, Colonel John, 70 
Buckland, Colonel, 102 
Buckland, General, 126, 129, 173, 
174 

Buckner, General S. B., 24 ; at 
B’ort Donelson, 37 et seq. ; 
plans of, for sortie, 47, 48 ; his 
advice in the council at Fort 
Donelson, 57 ; offers to sur- 
render Fort Donelson, 59 
Buell, General D. C., 164, 165, 166, 
167, 169, l'I7; suggestions of, 
as to attack on General John- 
ston’s line, 26 ; made major- 
general, 65 ; correspondence 
with Halleck, 97, 98, 180; loss 
in his army, 181 ; commands 
centre of the Army of th® 
Ohio, 184, 186, 187, 188 
Burrows, Captain, 101 

Cairo, III., 18 ; district of, 65 
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Camp Jackson, 2 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., 7, 17 
Carlin, Colonel, 16 
Carondelet, the, 30, 43, 46 ; her 
passage of the batteries, 84 et 
seq. 

Carr, Colonel B. A., 13 
Carthage, Mo., engagement near, 4 
Cavender, Major, 39 
Chalmers, General, 142, 148, 157 et 
seq., 161 

Charleston, Ky., 19 
Chattanooga, Tenn., 91 
Cheatham, General B. F., 23, 68 
Cincinnati, the, 30 
Clanton, 149 
Clare, Captain, 123 
Clark, Colonel, 80 
Clark, General, 169 
Clarke, General, 37, 136 
Clarksville, Tenn., 37 
Clear Creek, Mo., engagement 
near, 11 

Cleburne, General, 127, 139 
Columbus, Ky., 18, 19; works at, 
34 ; rebel evacuation of, 64 
Commerce, 19, 66 
Conestoga, the, 46 
Cook, Colonel John, 39, 55 
Cooper’s Farm, Ark., 13 
Corinth, Miss., 91, 141 ; map of, 
181 

Crittenden, General, 163, 164, 166, 
167, 169, 170, 177, 178, 187 
Crocker, Colonel, 139, 178 
Cross Hollows, Ark., 12 
Cruft, Colonel Charles, 44, 50, 57 
Crump’s Landing, 100, 130 
Crump’s Landing Road, 143, 162, 
163 

Cullum, General, 74, 93 
Camming, Colonel G. W., 70 


Curtis, General Samuel 11, 13 
et seq. 

Danville, 190, 191 
Davis, Admiral, 191 
Davis, Colonel, 139 
Davis, General Jefferson C., 11, 13 
Dawes, Adjutant, 128 
Deas, Colonel, 141 
De Golyer, Captain, 70 
Department of the Missouri, 10 
Dickey, Colonel, 33, 39 
Dixon, Lieutenant (afterward Cap- 
tain), 24, 43 
Dodge, Colonel, 15 
Donelson, Fort, situation of, 34, 
28, 33 ; description of, 34 et 
seq. ; surrender of, 60; num- 
ber of its garrison, 61 et seq. 
Dougherty, Colonel H., 20 
Dover, Tenn., 83 
Drake, Colonel, 54 
Drake, Lieutenant Breokenridge, 
159 

Dresser’s Battery, 136 

Dresser, Captain, 31 

Dubois, Captain, 5 

Dug Springs, Mo., engagement at^ 

5 

Bastport, 91 
Elbert, Captain, 13 
Elliot, Colonel, 87, 189 
Essex, the, 30 

Farmington, 186-189 
Fayetteville, Ark., 12 
Fearing, Major, 138, 180 
Fitch, Colonel G. N., 70 
Fitch, Lieutenant, 129 
Fletcher, Lieutenant, 78 
Florence, Ala., 33 
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Floyd, General J. B., 37, 45 et seq.; 
his advice in the council at 
Fort Donelson, 59 ; leaves Fort 
Donelson, 59 

Foote, Commodore A. H., concurs 
in Grant^s plans as to Forts 
Henry and Donelson, 27 ; his 
part in the campaign, 28 et 
seq. ; report of, 31 ; at Fort 
Donelson, 38, 43, 46 ; wound- 
ed, 46 ; returns to Cairo, 54 ; 
at Island No. Ten, 79 et seq., 
191 

Forrest, Colonel, 58, 152 

Fort Donelson (see Donelson, Fort) 

Fort Heiman, 28 

Fort Henry, situation of, 24, 28 ; 
expedition against, 27 et seq.; 
surrender of, 81 
Fort Holt, 20 

Fort Pillow, 19; abandoned, 19 
Frankfort, Ky., 18 
Frederickstown, Mo., 16 
Fremont, General John C., ap- 
pointment of, 7; early meas- 
ures and orders of, 8, 9 ; re- 
lieved from command, 10 ; 
correspondence with General 
Grant, 18 

Frost, General D. M., 2 
Fulton, Lieutenant-Colonel, 128 


Gantt, Colonel, 59, 69 
Georgetown, Mo., 9 
Gibson, General, 144, 172 
Gilmer, General J. F., constructs 
Confederate works in Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee, 24, 81, 
34 ; leaves Port Donelson, 59 
Gladden, General, 141, 164 
“ Golden State,’’ the, 96 


Granger, Captain, 6 

Granger, General Gordon, 69, 70, 

86 et seq., 190 

Grant, General Ulysses S., com- 
manding at Cape Girardeau, 
17; commanding District of 
Southeast Missouri, 18; his 
plans as to Columbus, etc., 19, 
20 ; at Belmont, 21 et seq. ;plans 
for expedition against Forts 
Henry and Donelson, 26, 27 : 
his conduct of the campaign, 
28 et seq. ; at Fort Donelson, 

87 et seq. ; his despatch de- 
manding its surrender, 60 ; 
made Major-General, 65; as- 
signed to command military 
department of Tennessee, 65 ; 
traits of, 92 ; his proposed 
movement up the Tennessee, 
93 ; in disfavor with General 
Halleck, 94 et seq., 130 ; arrival 
at Savannah, 102; his direc- 
tions to McClernand at Shiloh, 
155; orders to Nelson, 158; 
directions to Thirty-Sixth In- 
diana, 158 ; consultation with 
Buell, 164 ; orders to Sherman, 
173; orders to Wallace, 174; 
sends out Hurlbut, 177 ; size 
of his army at Pittsburg Land- 
ing, 179 ; loss in his army, 181 ; 
sends Sherman and Wood in 
pursuit, 182 ; appointed second 
in command, 184 

Graves, Captain, 60 
Gray, Captain, 82 
Green, Captain, 60 
Greenville, Ark., 19 
Groesbeck, Colonel John, 70 
Gumbart, Lieutenant, 49 
Guy, Captein, 60 
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Halleck, General HL W., ap- 
pointed Commander of the 
Department of the Missouri^ 
10 ; his views as to movements 
in Tennessee, 25, 26; orders 
to Grant, 27, 28, 38 ; despatch 
after Donelson, 64; assigned 
to command Department of the 
Mississippi, 67, 99; instruo- 
. tions to Pope, 74, 83 et seq. ; 
congratulations to Pope, 90; 
his plans against Corinth, etc., 
91 et seq. ; traits of, 93 ; or- 
ders to Grant, 93 et seq. ; in- 
structions to Buell, 97 ; arrives 
at Pittsburg Landing, 183-186 ; 
closes in on Corinth, 189 ; des- 
patches to, 190 ; despatch 
from, 191 

Hamburg Landing, 100 
Hamilton, General Schuyler, 69, 
70 et seq., 184, 190 
Hammock, Lieutenant, 123 
Hannibal, Mo., 8 
Hanson, Colonel, 41, 55 
Hardcastle, Major, 123 
Hardee, General, 127, 133, 161, 170 
Hare, Colonel, 140 
Harris, Governor, 153 
Haynes, Colonel Milton A., 31, 43 
Haywood, Colonel, 80 
Hazen, General, 164, 178 
Heiman, Colonel, 30^ 43, 48 et 
seq. 

Heiman, Fort, 28 
Helena, Ark., 66 
Helm, Colonel, 59 
Henderson, Colonel, 80 
Henry, Port, see Fort Henry 
Hickenlooper, Captain, 103, 134 
Hickman Creek, 33 
Hickman, Ky., 18 


HUdebrand, 102, 130 
Hindman, General, 127, 144 
Hodgson, Captain, 128 
Hollins, Commodore, 69, 76 et seq. 
“ Homet^s Nest,’’ the, 144 
Hopkinsville, 37 
Houghtaling, Captain, 70 
Hubbard, Major, 11 
Hudson, Captain, 80 
Humboldt, 91 

Hunter, General David, 9; ap- 
pointed to command the De- 
partment of the West, 10, 64 
Hurlbut, General S. A., 96; at 
Shiloh, 101 et seq. ; 127, 138, 
153 et seq., 158, 161, 172, 173, 
177, 181, 187, 188 

Illinois, troops of. Regiments : 
First, 70 ; Second, 71, 116 ; 
Fourth, 83, 89, 183; Seventh, 
39, 41, 56, 70, 71, 113 ; Eighth, 
88, 45, 50, 113, 140, 178 ; Ninth, 
89, 113, 139, 143, 150; Tenth, 
70, 75; Eleventh, 39, 53, 53, 
113, 116; Twelfth, 89, 113; 
Thirteenth, 50 ; Fourteenth, 
113, 140 ; Fifteenth, 113, 140 ; 
Sixteenth, 70, 75 ; Seventeenth, 
17, 43, 56, 113, 128, 189, 172 ; 
Eighteenth, 38, 45, 50, 113, 140, 
178; Twentieth, 17, 39, 113, 
135, 139, 172 ; Twenty-second, 
20, 23, 23; Twenty-fifth, 43; 
Twenty-sixth, 70, 73 ; Twenty- 
seventh, 20, 21, 23; Twenty- 
eighth, 113, 154, 173, 178; 
Twenty-ninth, 88, 45, 50, 113 ; 
Thirtieth, 20, 88, 50; Thirty- 
first, 20, 38, 51, 53, 53 ; Thirty- 
second, 63, 113, 152, 154 ; For- 
tieth, 96, 114, 131, 133, 162, 
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166; Forty-first, 89, 113, 147, 
148, 152, 154; Forty-second, 
84, 172; Forty-third, 118, 134, 
139 ; Forty-fifth, 89, 42, 113, 
139, 172 ; Forty-sixth, 44, 113, 

139, 140, 172, 177; Forty-sev- 
enth, 70, 72 ; Forty-eighth, 89, 
42, 113, 136, 189, 172; Forty- 
ninth, 42, 56, 113, 139, 172; 
Fiftieth, 39, 118; Fifty-first, 
70; Fifty-second, 113; Fifty- 
fifth, 114, 148, 149 ; Fifty-sev- 
enth, 44, 113 ; Fifty-eighth, 
44, 53, 113, 146, 147; Sixty- 
first, 114, 142, 148. Batteries : 
First, 20, 23, 39, 52, 53, 102, 
115, 126, 127, 128, 136, 175; 
Second, 115 

Indiana, troops of. Regiments : 
Eleventh, 56, 115, 175 ; Seven- 
teenth, 148 ; Twenty-third, 
116 ; Twenty-fourth, 115, 163 ; 
Twenty-fifth, 39, 41, 55, 113, 

140, 148; Thirty-first, 44, 113, 
148, 150 ; Thirty-second, 171 ; 
Thirty-fourth, 70; Thirty- 
sixth, 105, 158; Forty-third, 
70 ; Forty-fourth, 44, 113, 148 ; 
Forty-sixth, 70 ; Forty-sev- 
enth, 70 ; Fifty-second, 89, 54, 
55, 56 ; Fifty-sixth, 39 ; Fifty- 
ninth, 70. Batteries : Sixth 
(Behr), 115, 127, 131 ; Ninth 
(Thompson), 116, 175 

Indian Creek, 38 

Indian Ford, St. Frangois River, 
Ark., 19 

Iowa, troops of. Regiments : 
First, 6; Second, 39, 55, 56, 
70, 87, 113, 134, 139, 146, 166, 
178, 187; Third, 118, 147, 148, 
151, 154, 156, 177; Fifth, 70; 


Sixth, 114, 188, 140 ; Seventh, 
20, 22, 28, 89, 41, 55, 118, 146, 
178; Eighth, 113, 143, 146, 
147 ; Eleventh, 113, 135 ; 

Twelfth, 89, 113, 146, 147; 
Thirteenth, 118, 189 ; Four- 
teenth, 39, 48, 55, 111, 189, 
146, 147 ; Fifteenth, 114, 131 ; 
Sixteenth, 114, 131 
Ironton, Mo., 7 
Island Number Eight, 67 
Island Number Ten, 19, 64 ; situa- 
tion and description of, 66 et 
seq.; canal at, 81, 82 ; capture 
of, 87, 88 

Jackson, Camp, 2 
Jackson, Captain, 60 
Jackson, General, 142, 157 
Jackson, Governor, powers con- 
ferred on, by the State Legis- 
lature, 1 ; proclamation by, 2 ; 
movements of, 4 
Jefferson City, Mo., 2, 7 
John’s Bayou, 81 
Johnson, Major, 61 
Johnson, General Bushrod R., 36, 
49 ; escape of, 63, 135 
Johnston, General Albert Sydney, 
12 ; evacuates Bowling Green, 
64 ; at Corinth, 81 ; his move- 
ments to join Beauregard, 92, 
122, 141 ; death of, 153 ; army 
of, 178 

Johnston, Preston, 122 
Jones, Lieutenant, 80 
Jordan, Colonel, 126 

Kansas, troops of. Regiments; 
First, 6 

Kennedy, Colonel, 80 
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Kentucky, attitude of, with regard 
to the Rebellion, 18 . 

Kentucky, troops of. Regiments : 
Fourth, 164, 171 ; Eighth, 61 ; 
Seventeenth, 44, 118, 151 ; 
Twenty-fifth, 44, 50, 113, 151 
Kirk, 163, 170, 171, 173 

Lauman, Colonel J. G., 39, 65, 
147 

Lawler, Colonel, 50 
Lebanon, Mo., 12 
Lexington, Mo., 4, 8 ; surrender 
of, 9 

“ Ijexington,” gunboat, 155 
Lick Creek, 99, 141, 177 
Lincoln, Abraham, President of 
the United States, 10 ; his War 
Order No. 3, 98 

Logan, Colonel (afterward General) 
John A., 50, 188 
Loomis, Colonel J. W., 70, 141 
Loss, Confederate, 180 ; National, 
181 

Lothrop, Major W. L., 70 et seq. 
Louisiana, troops of. Regiments : 
Fourth, 144 ; Eleventh, 32, 80 ; 
Twelfth, 80; Eighteenth, 138 
Louisville <fe Nashville Railroad, 24 
Louisville, the, 46 
Lyon, General Nathaniel, 2, 4, 5; 
death of, at the battle of Wil- 
son Creek, 6 
Lytle, Colonel, 153 

Mackall, General W. W., 83, 87, 
88 

Madrid Bend, 66 et seq. 

Maney, Captain, 42 et seq., 60 

Mann, Captain, 101 

Mann’s battery, 148 (see Artillery) 


Marsh, Colonel, 184, 139 
Marshal, Captain L. H., 86 
Martin, Colonel, 165 
Mayfield, Ky., 26 
McAlister, Captain, 31 
McArthur, Colonel John, 89, 47 
I McArthur, General, 134, 189, 178 
McClellan, General G. B., his des- 
patch as to Grant, 94 ; relieved 
from general command, 95, 98 
MoClernand, General J., at Pitts- 
burg Landing, 103 et seq. 
McClernand, General J. A., 130, 
158, 159, 161, 167, 171 et seq., 

177, 178; at Belmont, 20 et 
seq. ; march of, toward May- 
field, Ky., 27; commands the 
advance in expedition against 
Fort Henry, 28 ; at Fort Don- 
elson, 38 et seq. ; made Major- 

I General, 65 ; his loss in guns, 

I 181 ; mentioned, 184, 186, 188 
McCook, 163, 166, 167, 169, 170, 
171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 177, 

178, 189 

McCoun, General, 68, 76 et seq. 
McCulloch, General Ben., 4 et 
seq., 13, 13, 14 
McDowell, Colonel, 102 
McDowell, General, 181 
McIntosh, General, 14 
McKingstry, General, 9 
McNulty, Lieutenant, 123 
McPherson, Lieutenant - Colonel, 
55 

Memphis & Charleston Railroad, 91 
Memphis & Ohio Railroad, 24 
Memphis, Tenn., 91, 191 
Mendenhall, 165, 167, 168, 169 
Michigan, troops of. Regiments : 
Second, 70, 187; Third, 70; 
Twelfth, 114, 142; Fifteenth, 



200 


INDEX 


169, 179. Batterie#: Piwt, 70; 
Second (Robs'), 70; Third, 70 
Miller, Colonel, 182 
Mill Spring, Ky., engagement at, 
27 

MlBsissippi & Tennessee Bail* 
road, 91 

Mississippi, Department of, de- 
fined, 65 

Mississippi River, description of 
the shores of, 66 et seq. 
Mississippi, troops of. Regiments : 
Third, 122; Sixth, 129, 132; 
Fourteenth, 51, 59 ; Twentieth, 
45, 48, 49, 54, 57, 59 ; Twenty- 
sixth, 48, 49 ; Colonel Baker's, 
80 

Missouri, course of, as to seces- 
sion, 1 

Missouri, Department of the, 10 
Missouri, troops of. Regiments: 
First, 6 ; Eighth, 56, 115, 116 ; 
Eleventh, 17, 70, 72 ; Twelfth, 
13; Thirteenth, 39, 113, 130, 
134, 139, 143, 173 ; Fourteenth, 
118, 148, 163, 178 ; Eighteenth, 
114, 142; Twenty-first, 114, 
118, 123, 141, 142; Twenty- 
second, 70 ; Twenty-third, 114, 
131, 142; Twenty-fifth, 114, 
122, 123, 124, 141, 142 ; Twen- 
ty-sixth, 70. Batteries : First 
(BueU’s), 70, 72, 115, 116 
Mitchell, General O. M., 25 
Mobile & OhioR. R., 91 
Monterey, Tenn., 177, 186 
Montgomery, Ala., 91 
Moore, Colonel, 123, 141 
Morgan, Colonel J. D., 70 
Morrison, Colonel W. R., 39, 42 
Mouton, Colonel, 138 
Mower, Captain, 75 


Mulligan, Colonel, 8, 9 
Mui^ord, Captain, 122 
Murray, Ky., 36 

Mussel Shoals, Tennessee River, 
82 

Nashville, Tenn., contemplated 
movement against, 26 
Nebraska, troops of. Regiments: 

First, 44, 53, 116, 175 
Neely, Colonel, 80 
Nelson, General, 130, 158, 161, 168 
et seq., 172, 176 et seq., 187 
New Madrid, Mo. , 19 ; situation of, 
66 ; evacuation, 77, 78 
New Orleans, Jackson, & Great 
Northern R. R., 91 
Nispel, Lieutenant, 186 
Norfolk, Ky., 19 

Oak Creek, 100, 129, 135, 176, 
177 

Oglesby, Colonel R. J., 19, 31, 38, 
et seq. 

Ohio, troops of. Regiments : Third, 
173 ; Fourth, 116 ; Fifth, 116 ; 
Sixth, 105, 158, 166 ; Twenti- 
eth, 44, 48, 56, 62, 116, 163, 
174, 175, 177; Twenty- fourth, 
10.5, 158 ; Twenty-seventh, 70, 
71; Thirty-ninth, 70, 71, 75; 
Forty-first, 165 ; Forty -third, 
70, 86; Forty-sixth, 53, 96, 
114, 133, 140; Forty-seventh, 
53; Forty-eighth, 114, 134, 
155, 162, 173 ; Forty-ninth, 
172; Fifty-third, 102, 114, 
126, 127, 128, 130, 134, 139, 
172, 173; Fifty-fourth, 114, 
148, 149; Fifty-sixth, 116, 
168; Fifty-seventh, 102, 114, 
126, 128, 129, 130, 184, 178; 
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Fifty-eighth, 44, 53, 116; Six- 
ty-third, 70 ; Sixty-eighth, 

116, 163; Seventieth, 114, 
129, 134; Seventy-first, 114, 
148, 173; Seventy -second, 114; 
Seventy-sycth, 44, 53, 113, 
175 ; Seventy-seventh, 114, 

117, 126, 128, 129, 180, 134, 
173; Seventy-eighth, 116; 
Eighty-first, 118, 134, 139, 
143, 163, 172, 173, 178. Bat- 
teries : Fifth, 103, 115 ; Eighth 
(Margraff’s), 115 ; Eleventh 
(Sands’), 70 ; Thirteenth (My- 
ers’), 115, 150 

Osage River, the. 10 
Osceola, Mo., 10 
Osterhaus, Colonel, 14 
Otterville, Mo., 11 
Owl Creek, 99, 132, 160, 167, 170, 
174 

Paducah^ Ky., 18 
Paine, General, 86 
Palmer, General J. N., 69, 70 
Palmyra, Mo., 8 

Patriot^ the Nashville, cited, 60, 
61 

Peabody, Colonel, 122, 141 
Pearce, General, 4 
Pea Ridge, battle of, 12, 13 et 
seq. 

Perczell, Colonel N., 70 
Phelps, Lieutenant, 30 
Pillow, Fort, 19, 66, 80 (see Artil- 
lery) 

Pillow, General G. H., 21 ; at Port 
Donelson, 36, 45 et seq. ; his 
advice in the Council at Port 
Donelson, 57 ; leaves Port 
Donelson, 59 
Pilot Knob, Mo., 16 


“Pittsburg,” the, 46 
Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., 180 ei 
seq., 162, 163, 181; selected 
as the place of assembly of tha 
army in West Tennessee, 99 
Pleasant Point, Tenn., 79 
Plummer, Colonel J. B. (afterward 
General), 17, 69, 70 
Polk, General Leonidas, 18, 19, 
128, 161, 169, 170; evacuates 
Columbus, 66 ; occupies Island 
Number Ten, 68 
Pond, Colonel, 160, 169, 174 
Pond, General, 129 
Pope, General John, 7, 9, 10; 
made Major-General, 65; ap- 
pointed to command the force 
against New Madrid and Island 
Number Ten, 66 ; lands at Com- 
merce, 69 ; his conduct of the 
New Madrid campaign, 74 et 
seq. ; goes into camp at Ham- 
burg, 183 ; commands left 
wing of the Army of the Mis- 
sissippi, 184 ; advances from 
Hamburg, 186 ; occupies Far- 
mington, 187, 189, 190 ; pushes 
on to Corinth, 191 
Porter, Captain (afterward Com- 
modore and Admiral), at Fort 
Henry, 30, 60 
Powell, General, 142 
Prentiss, General, at Pittsburg 
Landing, 102 et seq. ; referred 
to, 158, 159 ; his loss in guns, 
181 

Price, General Sterling, 1, 2 ev 
seq. ; 7, 8, 10 et seq., 184 
Pride, Colonel, 131 
Pugh, Colonel, 151, 154 
Purdy road, 1^ 

Purdy, Tenn., 101 
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Baith, Colonel, 139 
Bawlins, Captain (afterward (Gen- 
eral), 58 

Reardon, Colonel, 184 

Beelfoot, Lake, 67 

Rice, Lieutenant-Colonel, 130 

Bienzi, 190 

Bolla, Mo., 4, 7, 12 

Bosecrans, General, 184, 190, 191 

Boss, Colonel, 56 

Rouaseau, 168-169, 170-171, 173- 
174, 175 

Buggies, General, 145, 154, 157, 
170 

Russell, Colonel, 185, 169, 170 
“ Russell’s,’’ position of, 187 
Russellville, Ky., 87 


Savannah, Tenn., 97 
Schofield, Captain, 17 
Schwartz, Captain, 81, 49 
Schwartz’s battery, 186 (see Ar- 
tillery) 

Sedalia, Mo., 10 
Selma, Ala., 91 
Shaver, Colonel, 128, 127 
Shaw, Colonel, 147 
Sheridan, Colonel P. H., assigned 
to Second Michigan Cavalry, 
187 

Sherman, General W. T., sugges- 
tions of, to General Halleck, 
25 ; assigned to command Mili- 
tary District of Cairo, 65 ; at 
Pittsburg Landing, 101 et seq. ; 
in the expedition up the Ten- 
nessee, 96, 122 et seq. ; referred 
to, 158, 174, 175, 177; his loss 
in guns, 181 ; mentioned, 182, 
187, 188, 190 

Shiloh, battlefield of, described, 99 


et seq.; the battle of, 122 et 
seq. ; loss on Sunday, 159 
Shiloh church, 100, 169, 172, 174, 
175, 176 

Sigel, General Franz, 4, 9, 11 et 
seq. 

Sikeston, 74 
Slack, ColonelJ. R., 70 
Smith, Colonel I. L. K., 70 
Smith, Colonel M. L., 56 
Smith, Colonel W. S., 166, 167, 168 
Smith, General C. F., in command 
at Paducah, 18 ; march of, to- 
ward Mayfield, and report, 27 ; 
in the Henry and Donelson 
campaign, 28 et seq. ; at Port 
Donelson, 38 et seq.; storms 
the works at Donelson, 55; 
made Major-General, 65; traits 
of, 92 ; sent to Clarksville, 93 ; 
death of, 104 
Smith, General, 148 
Smithland, Ky., 19 
Snake Creek, 99, 184, 143, 163 et 
seq.; 174 

Springfield, Mo., 4, 7, 12 
Stanley, General D. S., 69, 76 et 
seq.; 186,187 
Statham, General, 151 
St. Charles, Mo., 7 
Stewart, Captain R. C., 83, 80 
Stewart, General A. P., 76 ; report 
of, 77, 183, 169, 170 
Stewart, General, 68 
St. Joseph, Mo., 8 
St Louis, events at, in the spring 
of 1861, 2 

I St. Louis, the, 30, 46 
Stony Lonesome, 162, 163 
Stuart, Colonel, 173, 174 
Stuart, General, 143, 158, 159 
Sturgis, Major, 6 
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Sugar Creek, Ark., 12 
Sullivan, Colonel, 173 
Sweeney, Colonel, 146 
Sweeney, General, 143 
Syracuse, Mo., 9 

Taylor, Captain, 31, 102 
Taylor, Major, 129, 172, 173 
Taylor’s battery, 136 (see Artil- 
lery) 

Tennessee, troops ol Regiments : 
First, 164; Second, 21, 132; 
Third, 51, 55; Fourth, 80; 
Fifth, 80, 132; Tenth, 42; 
Fifteenth, 22 ; Eighteenth, 41, 
51, 55; Twenty-third, 132; 
Twenty-fourth, 132; Twenty- 
sixth, 48 ; Thirtieth, 48, 55 ; 
Thirty-first, 80 ; Forty-first, 
55; Forty-second, 48; Forty- 
fifth, 152; Forty-eighth, 42; 
Forty-ninth, 48, 55, 62; Fif- 
tieth, 48, 55 ; Fifty-second, 
149 ; Fifty-third, 42 ; One 
Hundred and Fifty-fourth, 
164 ; Colonel Baker’s, 80 
Terrill, 165, 166 
Terry, Major, 80 
Thayer, Colonel John M., 44 
Thomas, General, 184, 187, 188 
Thomas, General G. H., wins bat- 
tle of Mill Springs, Ky. , 27 
Thomas, General L., 95 
Thompson, Colonel J. , 124 
Thompson, Colonel, report of, 176 
Thompson, Fort, 69, 76 
Thompson, General Jefferson, 16, 
71 

Thorn, Lieutenant, 147 
Thurber, Lieutenant, 176 
Tilghman, General L. , at Paducah, 
18 ; at Fort Henry, 29 et seq. 


Timony, Captain, 186 
Tipton, Mo., 9 
Tiptonville, Tenn. , 67 
Totten, Captain, 5 
Trabue, General, 132, 170, 171 
Trubeau, General, 68 
Tuttle, Colonel, 166, 178 
Tuttle, General, 134, 139 
Tyler, gunboat. Lieutenant Gwin, 
46, 154 

Union City, Tenn., 68 
United States, troops of. Regi- 
ments: First, 71, 75, 
Fourth, 71 

Van Dorn, General Earl, 12 et 
seq., 184 

Van Horn, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
123 

Veatch, Colonel, 41, 101 
Veatch, General, 139, 172, 178 
Versailles, Mo., 9 
Vicksburg, Miss., 191 
Virginia, troops of. Regiments : 
Thirty-sixth, 51 ; Fiftieth, 51 

Wallace, Colonel (afterward Gen- 
eral) Lewis, 38 et seq., 44 et 
seq. ; made major-general, 65 ; 
in the Tennessee expedition, 
97, 131, 164, 170, 172, 175, 177, 
184 

Wallace, Colonel (afterward Gen- 
eral) W. H. L., 31, 39 ; in the 
Tennessee expedition, 96; at 
Pittsburg Landing, 1 04 et seq., 
130, 153, 155, 158, 159, 161, 
162, 166, 172, 177; death of, 
178 

Walke, Commander Henry, 20, 84 
et seq. 
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Walker, Colonel L. M., 69 
Walker, General, 89 
Warrensburg, Mo., 11 
Warsaw, Mo,, 10 
Waterhouse, 129 
Watson's Landing, 86 
Webster, ColonelJ. D., 84, 155 
Western District, limits of, 7 
Wheeler, Captain, 80 
Whittlesy, Colonel Charles, 25, 56, 
62 ; report of, 176 
Williams, Colonel, 147 
Willich, Colonel, 171 
Wilson Creek, Mo., engagement at, 
5 et seq. ; reconnaissance at, 
10 

Wilson’s Bayou, 81 
Wisconsin, troops of. Regiments : 


Eighth, 17, 70; Fourteenth, 
114, 166, 179; Fifteenth, 70; 
Sixteenth, 103, 114, 141, 142, 
148 ; Eighteenth, 114, 142. 
Batteries: Fifth, 70; Sixth, 
70 ; Seventh, 70 

Withers, General, 149, 156, 157, 
165 

Wood, Captain, 53 
Wood, General, 129, 185, 175, 177, 
182 

Woodyard, Lieutenant - Colonel, 
141 

Worthington, Colonel W. H., 70 
Wright, Colonel Crafts, 130 
Wynn’s Perry Road, 42 

Yatb, Major, 70 








